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PREFACE.

——

ALTHOUGH many gquestions connected with Ireland are
occupying the attention of the publie, 1 have, for obvious
reasons, avoided alluding to any of them in the following
- pages.

I cannot, however, let this humble contribution to the
mass of ephemeral literature which the present political
state of Ireland has evoked, go forth to the public, without
expressing a hope that Parliament will at last make up
its mind to satisfy the legitimate aspirations of the great
bulk of the Irish nativn. .

The most vital, the most important of these, is the esta-
blishment of Religious Equality on the brosdest basis,
In the recognition of this principle will be found the
resolution of most of our difficulties. o

Notwithstanding the untoward symptoms which”have
of late appeared in Ireland, T feel no alarm as to the
real condition of the country. Our material prosperity
is steadily, though slowly, advancing. If esternal in-
fluences have unsettled the minds of the lenst enlightenad
portion of our fellow-countrymen, the sympathics of
the educated classes, no matter of what ereed or party,
are more completely in harmony with those prevailing
in the sister kingdom than they have been for the last
fifty years. Opinions which' recommend themsclves to
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iv Preface.

the approval of the most intelligent sections of the nation
cannot for ever remain unshared by the rest of the
community, and the unmistakable yearning of public
opinion in England towards Ireland must eventually
touch the hearts of & sensitive people.

If, further, something eould be offered to satisfy the
craving of a proud nation for some visible sign of its cor-
porate exisience,—~to be at once a pratification to its
affections and to its imagination,—if some of those gra-
cious influences, which history tells vy bave so often
reawakened the loyalty of a discouraged people, were
shed abroad upon the hearts of the gentlest and the
bravest race in Europe ;—if, when Parliament shall have
fulfilled its task, one Fair Presence would but show her-
self on Treland’s untrodden shore, the foul phantom of
an alien disaffoction, which has found a temporary lurk-
ing place within our pale, would flee beyond the western
horizon as fly the shadows of night before the face of
Dawn, ’



MR. MILL'S PLAN

THE PACIFICATION OF IRELAND
EXAMINED.

Mz. My has recently submitted to the consideration of
the public a plan for the pacification of Irish discontent.

‘Whatever proceeds from the pen of so great an authority
will command the attention of his fellow-countrymen, and
the fact of his suggestions being out of harmony with pre-
vailing prejudices must be accepled as a characteristic
common to all original ideas.

His proposal is a gimple one, and may be deseribed in a
few sentences. The landed estates of all the proprietors of
Ireland are tobe brought to a forced rale. Their price is to
be fixed at the discretion of parlinmentary commissioners.
Should the rent-roll of any estate be above the figure which
may recommend itself to the approval of these gentlemen, it
will be reduced to more legitimate proportions, and its owner
compepeated on the amended valnation. The vacated
properties will then be handed over to that section of the
Irish agricultural class who may happen to be in the oecu-
pation of farms at the moment the projected Aet receives the
Royal assent, and the aceruing quit-rents will thenceforth be
collected through the instrumentality of Government land-
agents, Government bailiffs, and Government process-servers.

Certain stipulations against publetting are to be enforced
for a limited period against the new proprietors; for the
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4 Mr. Mill's Plan Ezamined.

infraction of which they will, I presume, be prosecuted
in the courta of law at the public expense, by Government
officiale appointed ad hoe,

Bo many of the present owners as may happen to have
land in their own hands, will be allowed to retain possession
of it, at all evente umiil further notice, butall existing leases
or other terminable eontracts will be overridden by the new
settlement.

‘Whether perpetuity of possession is to be extended to the
eonacre cultivator and cottier subtenants of the Irish pea-
santry, Mr, Mill does not mention, but as tley amomnt fo
several bundred thousand persons, their future status will
be worthy of his consideration.

There is one other important point with respect to which
it i desirable Mr, Mill ehould explain himself in any further
exposition of his views; viz. whether in fotore the agprega-
tion of landed property in Ireland, and the re-creation of
tenancies, ia to be 4 legal or a eriminal proceeding; and, on
the [atter supposition, what is to become of the peasant
proprietor who, from gickness, infancy, or any temporary
impediment, ig nnable to eultivate his own land, and is for-

“bidden by the law to sublet if.

Having thus stated the leading features of Mr. Mill's
propogition, I shall venture to point out some objections
which may be preferred againet them. In using this freedom
I hope no apology will be thought necessary, Under other
circomstances I should have hesitated to enter the arena
with so augost an antagonist; but when your house is
broken into, you have no time to examine whether the in-
truder's thews are mightier than your own. You close with
him on the spot. Even should he prove to be a police-
man in plain clothes, you may be excused for assuming an
aftitude of self-defence.

However strenuous my opposition to Mr. Mill's views, I
shall endeavour to review them with equanimity, Unfortu-
nately, Mr. Mill has communicated his opiniens in lan-
guage calculated to irritate the susceptibilities of the class
with whose most cherished interests he deals so freely.
This in to be regretted on every account. In discussing the
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limits of property in land, or the policy of tramsferring
the management of that property from private individuals
to the Btate, or from large landholders to peasant pro-
prietors, it was quite beside the guestion to stigmatize
the former as ‘dromes,’ while the implied application of
such expressions to thousands of educated gentlemen,
including most of the representatives of Ireland, is unjust.
It has often been my duty, as member of a Private Bill
Committee, to listen to counsel, showing canse why some
landholder’s lawns or pleasure-grounds should be sacrificed
1o the exigencies of public traffic, but I never remember the
sufferer’s moral obliquities, and still loss those of the previous
possessor, being adduced as an additional reason for cutting
his park in two with a canal or railway, A little reflection
will show that much inconvenience might arise if the tenure
of property were made dependent, not on deeds of sals, but
on testimonialy to the owner’s virtue, or that a man should
only enjoy his estate ‘during good behaviour.)” On the
other hand, it must be sdmitted, if the amount of virtue
necessary to render @ citizen capable of holding property
iz to be determined by his less affluent fellow-countrymen,
a very lofty standard of morality will probably be adopted.

Withont therefore stopping to enguire how far the criminal
conduet of the landholders in Treland may have vitiated
their title-deeds, we will examine the more serious argu-
ment by which Mr. Mill would justify the procedure he pro-
poses,

Mr, Mill states, that ‘becavse land is & thing which no
man made, which exists in limited quantity, which wuas the
original inheritance of all mankind, which, whoever appro-
priates, keeps others out of its possession,’ it is competent
for Parliament to deal with private estates in land in what-
ever manner mey prove most eonducive to the well-being of
the community.

If there is fruth in this principle, its application must
be extended. When God contrived this world for man’s
habitation, He did not limit his possession of it to a
few inches of its surface. Its wealth of waters, ils mecret
stores of gold and silver and precious stones, its fields of
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buried fuel, were equally lef to reward the industry and in-
genuity of our mace. On the theory invoked by Mr. Mill,
the subordination to imperial exigenecics of an individual’s.
property in a ecal-mine or mill-dam, would be as complete
ad in the case of & corn-field. Nay, even a man’s honse or
manufactory would be overridden by the same liahilities, for
though transmuted by human labowr into ariificial shapes,
the materials ont of which they were constructed are bub
the original raw material, *which, whoover eppropriates,
keepa others out of it possession ;* nor will this be found a
foroed applicetion of the prineiple when we remember, that
the conversion of a brick-field, or of a stone gquarry, into a
street or palace, is hardly a less magical transformation than
that of a Lincolnshire fen, or & lagoon of Holland, into
tracts of golden wheat-land. Mr. Proudhon’s pithy sentence,
Lo propriélé c’eel le vol, ua extended to every description of
property, is n more logical expression of opinion than Mr.
Mill's limited applivation of it to the landed estates of the
country gentlemren of Great Britain and Ereland. Nor in
practica has the Siate sver congented to recognise the greater
immunity from parliamentary interference of one description
of property as compared with another. A Committee of
the Hounse of Commons will send & railway throogh & house-
holder’s parlour with the same impartiality as through his
neighbour’s kitehen-garden. Probably in fime of war, or
mny such public emergency, the principls wonld be extended
to horses and chattel property. Indeed, Mr, Mill himself
acts on this broader basis, for he gweeps into the maw of his
commission not only our estates, hut the farmhouses and
cottages we have built upon them,

There is one important limitation, however, to this imperial
gupremacy ; viz. that wo violent an interference with private
rights can only be insisted on under the plea of a paramount
and indisputable necessity, which the bulk of the community
agree in acknowledging, otherwise it is calenlated to pro-
voke & Civil Wazr,

‘Mr. Mill and a very able writer in the ¢ Spectator’ think
that they have obvisted all reasonable objection on the part
of the landlerds by their sckeme of compensation. No doubt




