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PAPERS READ BEFORE THE SOCIETY,

19082—-1908.

I—Mr. BRADLEY'S THEORY OF JUDGMENT.

By G.F. gpovr. s velll hamind V40

6lY

Tndroductory.—It would, I presume, be generally sdmitted, that ’P'{q.ﬁ" A

all predication has for ultimate subject something concrete
But it seems a gigantie paradox to maintain that there is only
one thing which is concrete in the sense required. Now it is
just thiz paradox which forms the mogé essential feature of
Mr. Bradleys theory of judgment, and it is just this peradox
which constitutes the indispensable basis and presupposition
of his whole philosophy.

In examining his views I ghall refer especially to the first,
and in a leas degree to the second, chapter of the Legic. Both
these chapters contain assertions which he would not now
defend. But I shall endeavour to confine my eriticism chiefly
to those essential points which he does and must abide by.

Definition of Consreleness—With a view to clearness, T
muai here attempt to say what I mean, and what, I take it,
is ordinarily meant by the term conerefe. What is concrete
is particular. But we cannot affirm that whatever is par-
ticular is concrete. The roundness of this or that orange,
as it exists in the orange, is particular. But it is not con-
crete. It is not concrete, for the reason that its partieularity
is derivative. It is particularized mot only for our knowledge,
but in fact by its being a partial feature of the particular
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2 4. F. §T0UT,

orange. If we disregard what is involved in its existence in
the particular orange, we immediately think of it an absiract
universal which eannot exist without being particularised. On
the contrary, the orange ie ordinarily regarded as particuler
in its own right. Doubtless it stands in manifold relations to
other particulam, and such relatedness essentially determines its
gpecial nature. But such relatedness is not generally supposed
to give it particular existence. TBoth the orange and the table
on which it lies are for the plain man particulara in their own
right—in other words, they ars both coneretes. And it is
only because they are both concretes that they can stand in
that particnlar relation whieh we express or imply by saying
“that the orange is lying on the table.” The mutual relatedness
distinctive of concrete existence presupposes their particularity,
and therefore cannot logically constitute it. Conereteness, then,
is underived particularity. In order fo show that anything is
not conerete, it iz not sufficlent to show that its special nature
is determined by relations to other things. It must be shown
thet it owes its particularily to sach relations, and that they
do not, on the contrary, presuppese its particularity. It must
ba shown that it is only particularised as an adjective of some-
thing else, What Bradley, 3pinoza, and Hegel try to show is
that everything is ultimately particularized only as an adjective
of the absolute. Thers is for them only one concrete. On
the other hand, Aristotle, Leibunftz, and Herbart agree with
common sense in holding that there are a plurality of concretes,
In this I follow them.

Tdeas and Signs—Mr, Bradley beging with the thesiz that
there cannot be *judgment proper without ideas”* and he
proeeeds to affirm that all ideas are symbols or signs, and must
be recognised as such by the persen judging, If we enquire
what ir a symbel or sign, he provides us with a precise anzwer.,
A sign or symbol is “any fact that has a weaning, and meaning
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