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PROCEEDINGS.

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Law and Order
Society of the city of Philadelphia, was held in the Amer-
ican Academy of Music, corner of Broad and Locust Streets,
on Tuesday Evening, February 15th, 1887, at 8 o'clock.

The building, spacious as it is, was thronged from top
to bottom, and the aisles were filled. The public interest
evinced was such that nearly as many more were turned
away from the entrance, unable to gain admittance.

The exercises wers opened with a veluntary on the
organ, followed by a chorus from “ The Creation,” entitled
**Awake the Harp," rendered by the Memorial Choral Society.

The Bradbury Vocal Quarteite then sang * Wine is a
Mocker,” and received a hearty encore.

Ex-Governor James Pallock called the meeting to
order and introduced Governor Beaver as Chairman for the
evening, saying:

Tadies and Gentlemen :—IL am about to introduce a man
who, in the defence of his aountry, lost a limb, and in honor
of his services to his country and his countrymen the people
have elevated him ta one of the highest offices in their power
to bestow. I mysell have filed the office, and knowing
its responsibilities say that you could not have selected a man
whao would fill the office with greater dignity.

Governor Beaver took the Chair, and, when the applause
following his introduction had subsided, said, ** In the further
arderly conduct of this meeting, we will be led in prayer by
the Right Reverend Bishop Whitaker, D. D, of the Diocese
of Pennsylvania.” ’

The following prayer was then offered by Bishop
Whitaker ;
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Almighty and ever living God, the King of Kings and’
Lord of Lords, we adore thee for what thou art, we bless thee
for the great things thou hast done for us, We thank thee, O
Lord, for the precious heritage which thon hast bestowed upon
u3j we thank thee for all the blewings of civil and religions lib-
erty, and we beseech thee, O God, to give us grace to show forth
our thankfulness by living In reverence of thy authority, by hurm-
ble dependence upon thy gracions faver and goodnes, and by a
hzarty obedienice to thy righteous laws, We thank thee for the
hlessings of peace prevailing throughont our land. We besesch
thee to bestow these blcsaings upon the nations deprived of them,
and to grant that throughout the world peace and quietness may
prevail.  Give, we heseech thee, O God, thy blesing to all who
are called to exercise any legislative, exeoutive or judicial anthority,
Grant that they may alt rightly nnderstand by whose permission
they exercise the anthority entrusted to them, and that they may
be led to devise such things as shall be for the welfare of the peo-
ple; to execute the faws with fidelity, in all thinga to be obedient
to thy commands. Give thy blessing, O Lord, ta this Society
whose anniversary we celebrate fo-night.” Grant that every mem-
Ler of it may perceive and know what things he ought te do and
that he may have grace and power faithfully fo flfill the same.
Grant, we beseech thee, that the blessings of peace, good order
and righteous obedience may prevail throughoot our nation,
throughout this State and in this City ; and wilt thou now direct
us io all the doings of this evening with thy most gracions favor,
and forther us with thy continual belp, so that all we do
may he hegun, continued and cnded in thee te thy honor and
plory, through Jesus Christ, our Lored, who taught us to say:
Onr Father, who art in heaven, hallowed he thy name: thy king-
dom cime: thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven: give us
this day our daily bread : and forgive us our trespasscs, as wo for-
give those who trespass against us: anid lead us not into temptation:
but deliver us from evil ; for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory; for ever and ever.  Amen,

The*oﬂicera of the meeting were then announced by
Samuel C. Brown, Esq., as follows:
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PRESIDENT.
Gov. Jauwrs A. BEAVER.

VICE PRESIDENTS,
CHIEF JusticE MERCIR, Henry C, PATTERSON,
Ex-Gov. Jamis POLLCK, WiLLLAX BROCKIE,
Ex-Gov. Jouw F. Hartraner, Jou® B. GARRETT,
Ex-Gov. HEwrY M. Hovi, 8. 5 KeeLev,
Ex-Gov. Rosert E. Parrison, Tromas DoLaw,
How. Wicpiam N, AsHman, Joun Lucas,
Dr. I). Haves AGNEW, AHRAHAM BARKER,
ALEXANDER Brown, Wicniam B, WriTney,
A. J. Duexer, H. RrLrwLD,
GeorGE JuNkIN, J. H. CoNYERSE,
L. W. CLarx, EvEn C. Javwe,
WirLiam C. Hasurrow, RoresrT NEmGER,
Hamimron DissToN, Joux H. CaMPBELL,
EORERT SHOEMAKER, {CHARLES SCOTT.

SECRETARIES,

De, W, W. KzEn, WILLIAM ARROTT,

NaTHANIEL E. JANNEY,
FrEDERICK (3, FiLorT,
THomas Mav Prircr,

WALTER HorsrMany,
P. BLakisTON,
Dir. C, R, Bracrwar,

GeorcE I, McKeLway, Tuomas C. Erse.

ArtaurR M, Burron, Esq., President of the society then
said : ;
Mr, President, Ludies and Gentlamen :—On behalf of the
Society 1 have the pleasure of presenting the Sixth Annual
Report of the Law and Order Society to the citizeas of
Philadelphia, a2 copy of which will be found on the seats,
and it will not, therefore, be necessary for me to read it, as
you can all do so for yourselves.

ADDRESS BY GOVERNOR BEAVER.

Ladies and Gentlemen .—The authorities representing the
Law and Crder Society of Philadelphia have greatly honored me
by inviting me to preside on this occasion. I supposed when I
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came here that my duoties were to be limited and prescribed, and
that they would be confined exclusively to the services which T
might render as presiding officer. I fnd upon this programme,
however, that an address iz expected of me.

Seeing the names of such eminent gentlemen upon the pro-
gramme 23 are to follow I do not deem it either expedient or
desirable to occupy your time with any extended remarks. [ do
realize, however, what every good citizen must realize, that the
supremacy of law is the safety of the Commonwealth, and that
the dethronement of law i3 not only the destruction of social
arder but it saps the prosperity of the state and of every individual
citizen of the state, It Is becoming to us, therefore, by all the
means in our power, by all the efforts which we can make, by all
the encouragement which we can extend to any organized society
looking to the enforeement of the law; to assist in making the law
Snpreme.

There are laws which, in our view, may antagonize ourindi-
vidual liberty 3 there are laws which may abridge our selfish pro-
pensities ; there are laws which, in our judgmeat, ought to be
repealed, hut so long as they remain law they are to he respected,
they are to be enforced.

It is =ud that order is the first law of heaven.  1do not sap-
pose there is any legislative enactment on the subject ; there cer-
tainly van be no necessity for positive enactment. The reason,
it occurs to me, why order is the first law of heaven js that the
inhabitants of heaven are in entire harmouy with their surroundings
and that, therefore, there is n0 necessity for law to enforce order,

if we were sketchung an ideal commonwealth it seems to me
we should sketch a commonwealth whase citizens were each and
all a jaw unto themselves | citizens who required no law because
they would be in entire harmony with their surroundings, and
each in entire and absolute harmony with all his fellow-citizens,
If that were the case, if we were each one moved and governed
by the law of love, there wonld Be no necessity for any other law.
Failing such a commonwealth as this our next ideal, perhaps,
would be a commonwealth in which every citizen had love and
reverence for law, and if this were the case all laws would be
respected and executive officers and societies for the enforcement
of law would be unneccessary and unkoown. It is because of our
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imperfect humanity that laws are made and laws must be executed,
and it seems to me that we cannot but lend to any organization
which fairly attempts to assist in the execution of the law our
counténance and our encouragement.

In coming into this presence to-night at the invitation of
this Society I confess that I am moved as much by curiosity as by
any other motive. 1 have heard of the Law and Crder Saciety of
Philadeiphia. We hear much of it through the public prints in
one way and another. Woe should suppose as we read of it some-
times that it is a Society determined to do good, bent on the
enforcement of wholesome laws and bent an cotntnending the law
to the public ; we should infer, as we read other accounts of i,
that it is a society which ought not to he encouraged, thatitisa
society oppressive in its aims and its tendencies, and I confess
that one of my objects in coming here was to learn from this
Bociety itself what ifts aims wore, what its objects are, how it
attemprs to enforce the law, and endeavors to nphold the hands
of the executive officers of the Commonwealth and of your City,
I have long ago learned that the best way to leamn is to come to
the fountain of knowledge. The best way te learn {s to come
to those who can give you information, and 50 I am here to-night,
as doubtless maoy of you are, to learn from the officers of this
Soviety just what ils aims and purposes are and how it proposes
to make Philadelphiz a better city than it is and to make its
inhabitants more obedient to the law. If this iz their aim every
good citizen must say to the Law and Ovder Society of Phila-
elphia, we wish yon God speed, we wish you success, and n
wishing that we will farnish you all the means that are necessary
to bring success to your efforts,

In the further exercises of the evening, as you will see, upon
the programme, the congregation is invited to join in the hymn
which will be found upon the secand page of the slip, beginning:
“* Hark, ten-thousand harps and voices."

After the singing of the hymn the next speaker was
introduced by Governor Beaver, as follows:

Ladies and Grentlemen .—We esteem it a great honor to
have with us on this occasion a citizen of a sister state, emi-



