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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL,

DepapTmEnT OoF CoMMEROE,
Buerau or Foreley aNp DoMEesTio COMMERCE,
Washington, May 14, 191}.
Sim: There is tranamitted herewith reports by American consular
officers on the commerce and industries of the Dominican Republic,
which have so much general refercnce information coneerming that
Bepublic and its development that it is deemed advisable to iseue
them in monograph form. Facts have been taken from the report
of the Receiver General of Customs and from other sources which
shonld make it a useful compendium for consultation as to the
country’s trade, resources, otc.
o A, H. Barowiw,
Ohief of Bureau.
To Hon. WiLLtax C. Repriein,
Secretary of Commerce,






DEVELOPMENT OF THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC.

GENERAY: FEATURES.

!g.ltlmu%h, next to Cuba, the largest of the West Indies, the island
which is divided between the Domimican Republic and Haiti is the
least known and offers the test possibilities for future develop-
ment. ‘The Dominican Rﬁm, oceupying more than fwe-thirds of
the island, eonteins a population of only 650,000 to 700,000, scattered
over an area of g imately 19,300 square miles, w the popula-
tion of the ic of Haita is estimated at several millions. Its
ares is thus about equal to thsat of thé States of Maryland, New
Ty popalet is composed mainly of les of purs Spanish
[i} tion g m oree
desﬁant?n?ld a mixed race of Eumpeng;, African, and Indian blood.
There ars, however, many Turks and Syrians, especially in Santo
Domingo city, where the dry-goods trade is almost exclusively in their
hands. The language spoken 1s generally Spanish, but on the Samana
Peninsula there are & few hundred farmers, some of whom spesk
corrupt English, These descended from the American negro im-
migrants of 1828.

FAVORABLE GEQGRAFHICAL FOSITION—DIETANCES TO FOEEIGN PORTE.

The R ubﬁcisbonndadunthenorﬂnbytheﬂﬂmﬁn%&nﬁlﬁﬁ
the south by the Caribbean Ses, on the east by Mona Passage (whi
is 70 miles wide and which ates the island from Porto Rico),
and on the west by the Haitian ublie, The geographical position
of the island is very favorable, being between the Atlantic Qcean and
the Caribbean Sea, and thus in the of chips to and from Europe
assing through the Panama Canal. Thafo]}g:vingt.ahle ahmtge
Entmom' in nautical miles, between the prineipal ports of the Repub-
Lic and thoss in Europe and America:
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