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PART L.

THE ADVENTURES

MR. VERDANT GREEN,

AN OXFORD FRESHMAN.

CHAPTER I

M, YERDANT CREEX'S RELATIVES AND ANTEUEDEXTH.

I¥ you will refer to the unpublished volume of “ Burke's
Landed Gentey,” and turn to lutter G, arvticle “ Grees,” yon
will soe that the Verdant Greena are a family of some
redpectability and of considerable antiquity. We meet with
tham as carly as 1086, flocking to the Crusades among the
followers of Peter the Hermit, when one of their name,
Greone, surnamed the Witless, mortgaged his lands in order
to supply hiz poorer companions wilh the sinews of war.
Tha family eatate, however, appoacs to have been redvemerd
and greatly increased by his great-grandson, Hugoe de
Gireene, it was again jeoparded in the year 1456, when
Basil Greene, being commissioned by Henry the Sixth to
enrich his sovereign by discovering the philosopher's stone,
gonandersd the grenter part of his fortune in unavailing
exporimonts; while his son, who was also infocted with the
spirit of the age, was blown op in his Jaboratory when just
B



2 THE ADVENTURES OF

on the point of discovering the elixir of life. Tt seems to
have beon abont this time that the Greenes became con-
nected by marrisgge with the equally old family of the
Verdants ; and, in the year 1510, we find a Verdant Greene
as justice of the peace for the connty of Warwick, presiding
at the trial of three decrepit old women, who, being found
guilty of transforming themselves into cats, and in that
shape attending tho nightly assemblies of evil spirits, were
very properly pronounced hy him to be witches, and were
burnt with all doe sclemnity.

Tn tracing the rocords of the lamily, we do not find that
any of its members attained to great eminence in the state,
gither in the counsels of the senate or the sctive services of
the field; or that they amassed any unusual amount of
wealth or landed property. But we may perhaps aseribe
these cirenmstances to the fact of finding the Greens,
generation after generation, made the dupes of more astute
minds, and when the hour of danger came, Jeft to manage
their own afairs in the best way they could,—a way that
commonly ended in their mismanagement and tofal con-
fugion. Indeed, the idiosyncrasy of the family appears to
have been so well known, that we continually meet with
them performing the charactor of catapaw to some monkoy
who bal seen and wnderstood muoch more of the world
then they had,—putting their hands to the fire, and only
finiling out their mistake when they had burned their fingers,

In this way the family of the Verdant Greens never got
heyond a certain point either in wealth or station, but were
always the same unsuspicious, credulous, respectabls, ensy-
going people in one century as another, with the same
boundless confidence in their fellow-creatures, and the same
voadinose to oblige society by putting their names to little
bills, merely for form's amd friendship's sake, The Vavasour
Verdant Green, with the slashed velvet doublet and point-
lace fall, who (having a well-stocked purse) was among the
favoured courtiers of the Merry Monarch, and who allowed
that monarch in higmerriness to borrow his purse, with the



