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Forefoord

The eontents of this book are among the last
writings of Max Heindel, the mystic. They contain
some 0f his deepest thoughts, and are the result of
years of research and oeccult investigation. He, too,
eould say as did Parsifal : ' Through error and through
suffering I came, through many failures and through
countless woes.'” At last he was given the living water
with which he was able to quench the spiritual thirst
of many souls. He also developed to their depths
pity and love, and could feel the heart throbs of suf-
fering humanity.

Strong souls are usually endowed with great energy
and impulse, and through these very forces, ther
forge to the front ranks though they often suffer
much. As a result they are filled with compassion for
others. The writer of these lessons sacrificed his phys-
ieal body on the altar of service.

In writing the books and monthly lessons of the
Fellowship, in his lectures and class work, and in the
arduous pioneer work of establishing Headgquarters
within the short span of ten years, Max Heindel ae-
complished more than many who are blessed with per-
feet health could have aeccomplished in a lifetime. His
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first book, his masterpiece, **The Rosicrucian Cosmo-
Coneception,”’ was written under the direct guidance
of the Elder Brothers of the Rose Cross. It carries a
vital message to the world, It satisfies not alone the
intellect, but also the heart. His *‘Freemasonry
and Catholicism,'' has found its way into many Ma.
sonie libraries. The ocoultist has received much from
the book entitled, “*The Web of Destiny,’’ which is a
mine of mystical knowledge and helpful oceult truths.
It is also a guide to the investigator, establishing
danger signals for the venturesome ones who wish to
take heaven by storm. To the seience of astrology he
has given more in 8 few years than has previously
been diseovered in eenturies. His two valuable works,
““Rimplified Seientific Astrology'” and **The Messape
of the Stars,’’ deal largely with the spiritual and medi-
cal aspects of astrology. The latter gives methods
of diagnosis and healing which form a valuable
addition to the works of other aunthors, both ancient
and modern. These books may be found in the libra-
ries of many doetors of the ald school.

In “*Gleanings of a Mystie’ are found twenty-four
lessons which were formerly sent out to students. It
is the wish of the writer of this introduetion that these
lessons may carry a message of love and cheer to the
soul-hungry reader and hope to the disconsolate one.

—Augusta Foss Heaindel,
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Chapter 1
IsimiaTion : Weatr IT Is anp Is Nor
PART I

T IS NO rare ovecurrence to receive questions relat-

ing to Initiation, and we are also frequently asked
to state whether this order or that society is genuine,
and whether the initiations they offer to all comers
who have the price are bona fide. For that reason it
seems necessary to write a treatise on the subject so
that students of the Rosierueian Fellowship may have
an official statement for reference and guidance in
the future.

In the first place let it be clearly undersiood that
we consider it reprehensible to express condemnation
of any society or order, no matter what its practices.
It may be perfectly sincere and honest according to
sts light. We do not believe that we rise in the opin-
ion of diseriminating men and women by speaking in
disparaging terms of others; neither are we laboring
under the delusion that we have all the truth and other
societies are plunged in Egyptian darkness. We
reiterate what we have often said before, that all re-
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ligions have been given to mankind by the Recording
Angels, who know the spiritual requirements of each
class, nation, and race, and have the intelligence to
give to each a form of worship perfectly suited to its
particular need; that thus Hinduism is snited to the
Hindu, Mobammedanism to the Arab, and the Chris-
tian religion to those born in the Western Hemisphere.

The Mystery Schools of each religion furnish to the
more advaneed members of the race or nation em-
bracing it a higher teaching, which, if fived, advances
them into a higher sphere of gpiritnality than their
brethren. DBut as the religion of the backward races
13 of a lower order than the religion of the pioneers,
the Christian nationg, so also the Mystery Teaching of
the East 1¢ more elementary than that of the West,
and the Hindu or Chinese Initiate is on a correspond-
ingly lower rung of the ladder of attainment than the
Western Mystic. Please ponder this well so that you
may not fall a vietim to misguided people who try to
persuade others that the Christian religion is crude
compared with oriental culis. Ever westward in the
wake of the shining sun, the light of the world, has
gone the star of empire, and is it not reasonable to
suppose that the spiritual light has kept pace with
civilization, or even preeceded it as thonght preeedes
action? We hald that suehk is the case, that the Chris.
tion religion is the loftiest yet given to man, and that
to repudiate the Christian religion, esoteric or exoterie,
for any of the older systems is analogous to preferring



