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DEDICATION,

Tae following pages are dedicated, with the
sincerest sentiments of gratitude and esteem, to
Rear-Admiral Groreg James Percrvar, Earu
or Eemont, &c., &c., &e., than whom no one will
more fally sppreciate any facts thus preserved of
the Great Man to whom they relate, as well as
the motive which has led to the publication of
them,






PREFACE.

AvTHOUGH impressed with the conviction that the
characterigtics of the mind of the Duke of Wel-
lington are founded on acts which history will pre-
serve, yet the writer believes it to be a duty to
add facts relating to, and opinions of, that great
man, which some years since were communicated to
him, chiefly by the late lamented Colonel Gurwood,
lest from his own broken and very precarious health,
they should be lost. The high estimation in which
the Duke held Colonel Gurwood was fully shown by
the confidence reposed in him, by rendering every
assistance to him when editing his dispatches, by
the almost unreserved intercourse he held with him,
and the great anxiety his Grace evinced when he was
suffering from a painful injury. That friendship
and confidence was fully appreciated, and returned
with manly affection and just admiration.

The compiler of the following pages bas no pre-
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tension, excepting through that chaonel, and some
accidental personal circumstances, to any particular
knowledge., It has been a source of gratifieation to
him, in his seclusion, to have rescued from oblivion
memorable words written by his Grace on the night
after the battle of Waterloo;* and to have traced a
very important document to safe hands, which is re-
ferred to in the text. Recollections of the perform-
ance of some routine duty, when & mere youth, and a

* Five pequent letters fell, by the death of the persen to whom
they were written, into the poseesalon of an individual, The writer,
hearing of them, and not deaming it right to purchase letters written
in the spirit of eonfidence snd fricndship, requested his most intimate
friend, the late Major-Gleneral Sir Patrick Reoss, to meation it to the
Duke, who requestad hitn to dealrs Colongl Gurwood to co-operate
with us to procure them. Wao went together; Colomel Gureood
having & cheqne signed by the Drukn, which he fillod np with the
amoant. The memorsble words ending the letter wrilten on
the night after Waterloo, are qooted. Al that the writer thinks
right to say of the contenta of them s, that they corroborated
some statements in the following pages, and impressed him with
the ecoovietion that they were pemned in & epirit which showed
that this great man looked opon the events ss directod by a
higher Power, and himmelf a8 an humble but honoored agent. His
Grace destroyed them ; but the words remain, and can never be for-
gotten. The letters had been ssnt to the writer for peresal, befors
be, through his friend, commonicated with the Duke. It was the
perusal of them which led to the opimion that they ought to be
returned. The reply mada by his Girace to the Spanish Conneil; at
Madrid, on their ming bombastic terma in their addreas to him, is
very aimilar in pentiment—** The cvents of mar are in ihe bands of
Providence,”
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memorandum discovered among useless papers, led
to its discovery, and suggestion of thought to the
vontents of that remarkable paper, which he had
heard read officially, nearly thirty years before, by
the late Mr, Benjamin Sydenham, whom he believes
to have been sent by the Prime Minister, and to
whom his Grace was deeply attached.

The object of the compiler has heen to leave, as
it were, the Duke of Wellington to be, in some
degree, his own biographer, If, under multifarious
circamstances, caleulated to bring the various pro-
minent characteristics of his mind into action, illus-
trations of his high principles, his kindness, and
justness of feeling, and mode of thought (from his
own written words or suthentie expressicns), can he
sdapted, he virtually becomes his own biographer,
and only leaves to others to generalise and draw con-
clusions on points which his Grace could not, with-
out at least appearing egotistical and self-adulatory,
—~—neither of which weaknesases were to be detected
in that really upright and high-toned nature. It also
seems to him that the military man, of whatever
rank, may, from the following pages, learn much
that this great leader considered to be his duty, and
also the manner in which it should be done, and
also what he expected from the men he com-
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