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PREFACE.

Tw the following pages the writer has made the attempt fo constroet
a gheleton of Political Beonemy upon the basis of purely plisical
laws, and thusz to obisin for its conclugions that wbsolute eertaluty
which beloogs o tho positive scicheea, The cesun] assovialion of ity
teaching with moral philosvphy, iz the cirenmstance to which is o
be atirtbuted that metaphysical Bas, munifested by alwost all Too-
nomieal writers, in their method of investigation, sud which Lus con-
dueted them Lo such vazme, hypothetical, and wosatisfactory resolts.
1t has, indeed, heen made matter of et porpose to confine its examis
nuticn of the lows of the production of the objeetz which constitute
wealth, to “such of them as ars laws of the human mind ;" a5 may
be seen by eonsulting the Lssay of Mreo J. 8. Mill % Oun the Defini-
tion of Politien! Heonomy, and the method of Tuvesligation proper
to it." The issme, nevertheless, has been, that grossly material
cstimation of meany which disregards all thiat iz traly buman in his
nature, and has brought upon Tulities] Feonvy, thus worked out,
the name of the THsmal Selenee.

Mr, Henry O, Carey led the way, in the better method, by his
eonclusive refutetion of the theory of Licards in regard to the ocou-
pation of land, which, for more than forty yesrs, has been dominant
with the English ¥eonomizte, This fietion was an inforence o5 io o
physival fact, from * laws of the Luman mind,"” and was for that
long peried accepted as a faet, without a sisgle Beonomist, before
Mr, Carey, thinking it worth while to tost its aceuracy by divect
observetion.  Mr. Carey, by showing that the fact 35 directly the

(i)



iv PREFACE.

reverse of the hypothesis of Ricardo, and by establishing the cone
sequences Which flow from ity restored harmony to what was befora
o mass of discordances, and rendered it possible, for the first time, to
construeh & seience oub of what was, at best, but a mere eollection of
empirical rules.  In addition to the speoial scknowledgments made
to that pentleman in the Pllowing pages, it 38 proper to gay, that the
amther is g0 thovonghly sensible that he owea whatever his own study
of the subject may have effected, to his having been put upen the
path and fornished with the clue, in the writings of Mr. Carey, as
to be guite indisposed to make protensions en e seorg of originality,
which, az against others, he might maintain. Upon thiz poist, how-
aver, he iz reasomably indifferent. The object of preparimg this
Manual was, to present to his eountrymen in a compaet form, tha
pringiples of what he thioks may justly be called the American
Bystem of DPolitical Heonowey, not less co the pround of its onigin,
than itz signal sgreement with our social and political orgmnization.
Tt wun desiralile to exbibit what might be distinetive, in connection
with the general doctrines in which Heonomista on both sides of (he
Atlantie agree, in swel manoer o8 to give an outline of the seience,
adapted to popular reading or o elementary instruetion,  This im-
posel wpon the writer all the brevity that is consistend with o clear
demongtration of the lesding principles.  ITe trosts, however, that
ﬂm}' hawve been suficiently elosiduted to afferd Doportant sid o the
solution of many of the problems, the direct dizeussion of which he
was compelled to forego, with much else that might bave given in-
terest to the work; and, that, while a teacher wonld find room for
abundant illustrution, any individual of mature years, who may read
it without such aid, will meet with oo more severe demand npon bis
reflective powers, than is incident to the treatment of so extensive a
gubject within such 8 compass, 45 to permit the hope of popular
gireulation,
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