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FREFACE.

The }}u ose of this little book Is entirely practical; it is to aid
pupils in learning the stricture and nse of French verbs, The
method here set forth hae been thorouehly tried and has proved to
be unusually successful. Ies fundamental idea is to group topether
those verb forms in which the stem iz common, disregarding for
this purpose the order of persons and tenses, as they appear in
the uzual conjugations.

In applying the method, therefore, the pupil should not be asked
to “conjugate” a wverb, viz.: je lis, tu lis, i1 Lt, zte.; but havin
been given the stem and taught the endings, he should be aske
to tramslzte 3 variety of English verh forme intc French: care
being taken in each guestion to change werb, person and tense.

Cluestioning in this way keeps the pupils alert and easily holds
their attention. _

It 13 alse well to have pupils write the answers, to familiarize
them with the appearance of the forms as well as with their
pronpociation,

In oral recitation (or drill} im verhs, to aveld monotony and
the distraction of pupils, teachers must avoid the naming of tenses.
Never say, for cxample, “Give me the Imperfect of this verh or
the Ploperfect of that one

Demonstration on the blackboard of pages 7, 10, 19, 20
is of the greatest importance.

Well demonstrated, the pupils are able to recite and to
write by themselves the 16 tenses most used in conversa-
tion.

In the drilla give the Infinitive and the twe tenses derived
from it; then the Present Indicative and the four verb forms
derived from its first person plural: then the Past Farticiple and
all the compound tenses formed by 1. Ih conjunction with each
legson pive some {ime o the auxiliary werb avwoir, and although
the pupils do not know its different temees read jt aloond and
have the pupils repcat it after you, It will take only two min-
utes and wery soon the pupils will be so familiar with it that
they will not find any dificulty in using it in the compound tenzes,

If the method proves to be of any help to teachers and to pupils,
I will be greatly pleased

THE AUTHOR, R. A. ve MASSAEIELLE
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PRONUNCIATION.

French Englieh,

a has the sound of ah

¢ has the sound of 1 in pleasure
o has the sound of o

i has the scund of {in finizh

¥ haa the sgund of ee in bes

1 has no similar sound in English.

€ has a short sound, like ain A Boy

2 or & has an open sound like al
al, ay, ¢l, ey has the sound of ay

in, tm, gin, aim, ein, eim, like an in angry
gn, am =n, =m proncdnced ke an in swan
U of eau protolnced like &5

=u or oea prongunced like a in word
ol whah

ou prongunced like o0 in wood
1 orum prohotnced liks un in linech
on, om prohotnced like ail in eomb
] pronoinced Iike " sim pleasiure
ch pronounced like eh

one § between two vowels z

In words ending in e the final & is not pronounced, but the
consonant bBefare the @ must be propounced.
final accented e (4) iz always promounced
With the excepticns of a fsw words, final consonants are
mever P‘TU‘I'IUUR(:ﬂi.



PRESENT INDICATIVE.

The Present of the Indicative may be expressed in English in
three different waye: For example-—-

1 apeak —— T am speaking —— 1 do speak.

In French there is but one form: Je patle.
The French proneuns used with the verb forms are as in English
—three in the Singular, and three in the Plural

SINGULAK PLURAL
15t Person Jo—1I 1zt Person Nous—-"e
2Znd " Tu—Thou 2nd “ Vous—You

Jdrd * IlorEle—HeorShe 3rd * Ila or Elles——They

Th — Thon, is used only In wvory famullar conyersation, as among
mﬂ:mbl:[s of the same family, or ameng intimate fricnds. It is wiser
for pupils in general to uze Vous.

PARLER—To speak.

The final “r™ indicatca the Infinitive and stands for “ta",
In all the verbs ending in the Infnitive in "er”, the Prescnt of
the Indicative ends in-—

Je—= Noug———ons
Tu—es Vougm—z
Il or Ellg——e 11z or Elleg——ent

The ending "ent™ is always silent.
The three persoms singular snd the thicd person plural are
proncunced the same.

Prezsent Indicative of Paﬂﬂ:l

Je parle ——1T am speaking, I do speak, 1 spealk.
Tu parles ——Thou art speaking, thou dost speak, thoo speakest,
Il parle ——He is speaking, he does speak, he spoaks.

Nous parlons -—e are speaking, we do speak, we speak

Vous partez -—You are speaking, you do spealk, you speale

Ils parlent ———-They are speaking, they do speals, they speak.
Ils parlent is pronounced like "T! parle®,
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so liretianty L -Int:rmg:twq
":‘f‘ﬁe 'mtirtogathn- i= whde in Fremch by placing “Est-ce-que™
before the Affirmative form of the verb:
Est-ce que je parle? —Am 1 speaking, or do I speak?
Est-ce que tu parles? ——Artthou speaking, or dost thou speak?
Est-ce qu'il parle? Is he spealang, or does he speak?
Est ce que nous parlons? Are we speaking, or do we speak?
Est-ce que wous parlez? Arg you spealdng, or do you speak?
Est-ce qu'ils paclent? Are they speaking, or do they speak
The Interrogative form is also mad.:: in French b pla:‘ing the
Pronoun Subject after the wverb, and joining them by a hyphen.
When the Third Person ends with a vowel, a "t* hetween hyphens
(=t=) is incerted hetween the verh and IT or Elle,
I the First Persom Singular onds with an "¢ mute, an acute
accent ("} Is put ovwer the “e” for the sake of euphony.

Parlé-jei —Am T speaking, or do I speak?
Parles-tur —em=frt thoo speaking, or dost twou speak?
Parle-t-il? — Tz he speaking, or does he speak?
Parle-t-gfle? — Is she speakdng, or does she speak?
Parlong-nous? Are we iprealdng, of do we speak?
Parlez-vous? —Are you spealang, or do you speak ?
Parlent-ils? ——Are they spealking, or do they speake?
HNegativen.

The Negative iz expressed in French by twe words: Ne--pas.
Ne iz placed before the vorb, and pas after the verh,

Je ne parie pas I am not speaking, I do not spealk,

Tu ne patles pas  ——Thonart oot speaking, thou dost not speake
Il ne parle pas ——1IIg i3 not speaking, he decs not spealke
MNous ne parfons pas——We are not speaking, we do not spealk.
Vous ne parlez pas —You are oot speaking, you do not speale
Ils ne parfent pas ——They are not speaking, they do not speake

If the Verb begins by & vowel or a silent “h"”, the Ne drops
the “e” and takes (') for the sake of cuphony. For cxample:

]ﬁ t'aimme pas ——1I do not like, I ido not love,

Il n’aime pas ——He docs not like, he doss not love,
Nous n'aimons pas —We do not like, we do not love,
Vous n"aimez pas ——You do not like, you do net love,
Ils n'aiment pas = ——They do not like, they do not love.

Write the above werb in the three forms in French and in
English,
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FORMATION OF TENSES
Very important page to demonsirate on the blackboard.

The First Person Plural of the Present Indicative is very im-
portant, becatsce several verb forms are derived from it

I. The PRESENT PARTICIPLE iz formed by dropping the
ending “ong,” and replacing it by “amt”. For example:

Mous parlons——We speak. Parlant—Speaking,

A verb ending in "“mg" is in the Present Participle when in, or
or while, or when, ete., can be placed before that wverb. il

II: The Present Indicative forms also the IMPERATIVE 'h_'r
leaving out the pronouns Je, Mons, Vous. For example:

Present Ind.: Te parle Tmperative: Parle ——5Speak (thou)
Nous parlons Parlons—1L+st us speak
VYoue parlez Parleg ——Speak (you)

III. The First Person Plural of the Present Indicative also
forms the IMPERFEQCT Tenme, which is used when

Used to ...... peeeeoy D WEE .. ueos ereaany OF WELE ...
are before the Englishk verb.

By replacing the “ons” by the following endings:

Je ~—=—ais Nous 1oms
Ty ——ais Vous irz
I} —ait Ilsg —gicnt

The Third Ferson Plural of the Imperfect iz always pronounced
like the three Persons Singular.

Je parlais —Wae spealdng.  Moup parlong ——Were speaking.
Tu parlais —Wastspeaking. Vous parlies —Were speaking.
Il parlait ——Wasspeaking. Ils parlaient -—Werespeaking,

IV. The First Person Plural of the Present Indicative alse
forma the Present of Subjunctive, which is the equivalent of “If

TAY . v u- ete., preceding an English wverb, by replacing the "ong”
by the following endings:
Je — Nous —ions
Tu S Vons —ie

1 — Ils —ent



