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PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

THESE notes are intended chiefly for the use of Students
preparing for Theological Examinations in, or connected
with, the University of Cambridge.

In this Edition I have inserted many references:

(1) to renderings in which the Revised Version of
the New Testament differs from the Authorised Version;

(2) to passages in which the Edition of the Qreek

Text by Dr. Westeott and Dr. Hort presents readings
that differ from those of the ' Beceived Text.

J. HAMBLIN SMITH.

CANEBRIDGE,
Saptember, 1881,






THE GOSPEL OF ST. MARK.

History of the Writer,

JonN, surnamed Mark, was the son of Mary, to whose
house St. Peter went after his release from prison (Acts
xil, 12}, He accompanied Paul and Barnabas on their
first Misgionary journey (Acts xii. 23), but departed from
them (Acts xv. 38) and was the cause of the dissension be-
tween them, He is mentioned four times in the Epistles,
three of them corresponding to the passages in which St
Lulke is mentioned.

Col. iv. 10. * Mark, the cousin of Barnabas.”

2 Tim. iv. 11, “Having taken Mark, bring him with
thee, for he is profitable unto me for the ministry,” Hence
we infer that St. Paul was reconciled to bim.

Philemon 24. “ Marcus, Aristarchus, Demas, Lucas.”

1 Peter v. 13. “Marcus, my son.” Hence some think
that St. Peter converted, and so was, in a spiritual sense,
the father of St. Mark,

Tradition makes him visit Alexandria and die there,

Characteristics of the Gospel,

The Gospel was evidently written for Gentile Christians :
for the author constantly introduces explanations of Jewish
customs and Hebrew words, uses several Latin words and

H. 8 1
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expressions, and seldom quotes the Old Testament Serip-
tures,

The peculiar value of St. Mark’s Gospel consists in the
minuteness with which the acts of our Lord are described.
The (Gospel contains only three passages of any length,
the substance of which is not found in one or more of the
other Evangelists. These are;

(1) The parable of the Beed sptinging up silently, iv. 26,

{2) The cure of the deaf and dumb man, vii. 32.

(3) The cure of the blind man at Bethsaida, viii. 22.

It is observed that events at which St. Peter was present
are recorded in a very minute manner, and hence an argu-
ment has been drawm in support of the very old tradition
that “ Mark was the interpreter of Peter,” that in fact he
wrote his Gospel under the direction of St. Peter.

The last twelve verses of the Gospel are by most com-
mentators attributed to anotber hand : but they were cer-
tainly regarded by the Early Church as of equal authority
with the rest of the Gospel.

CHAPTER I.

2, For év rofs wpodrivais read éy 7¢ 'Hoalg 7w mpo-
¢riry. The quotation is partly from Malachi i 1, and
partly from Isaiah =l. 3.

— wpd wpocwmov oov. In the original it ia “before my
face.” From this we may infer that the Evangelist regarded
Christ as equal with God.

4. Insert ¢ before Samrilwy, remove xal before xmpio-
cov, and render John, who baptized in the wilderness
came preasking the baptism of repentance.
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4. Bawriopa peravolas. Repentance was the only re-
quisite for baptism by John: Faith was required for
Christian Baptism,

5. 'lopddsp. The river Jordan rises in Mount Lebanon,
flows through the Lake of Gennesareth, and emptiea itself
into the Diead Sea. Events connected with the river were :

(1) The passage of the Jordan by the Israelites under

Joshua ;

{2) The cleaving of the waters of the Jordan by Elijah's

mantle ;

(3) The healing of Naaman the Syrian by bathing seven

times in the Jordan.

G. évdedunévos, perf. part, pass. of évdiw,

— tavqr. The following points of similarity may be
traced between Elijah and John the Baptiat :

(1) That their dress waas alike, a garment of bair and a

leathern girdle;

{2) That each was zealous for spiritual religion, and

fervent in denouncing hypocrisy and vice.

9. v exeivais Tails fpdpais, at the close of the year
AD. 27,

10. edfis (not ebféws) is a favourite word with St
Mark,

12, &ppuov. FProbably s desert between Jerusalem and
the Jordan.

13. Zaravd. The word means oppossr, and is declined
like Boppds (Gk. Gram. p. 6)

16. 'Awvlpéav., This Apostle was the first called by
Christ.

— dugifinorpov o net, from dpdl and Sdiiw. In.
stead of Bdihovras dudiSinarpoy read audiSdrhovras
casting o net.
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