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INTRODUCTION

For the first time in the long years in which the
Methodist Episcopal Chuveh bhas laboved for the
education of the American Negro, a coordinated
presentation of fhe remarkable story is now pre-
sented. It is a romance in edueation, and brings to
the thousands of Methodists who have invested in
the work of the Freedmen's Aid Society, now the
Board of Eduacation for Negroes, of the Methodist
Episcopal Chureh, an adequate statement of the
large returns their money has made possible,

The author, the Rev. Jay 8. Stowell, a member
of the Publicity Staft of the Committee on (‘on-
gervation and Advance of the Council of Boards of
Benevolence of the Methodist Episcopal Chuorch,
has hiad an unusual opportunity to scenre his facts
and impressions. In addition to the records and
the history of the Woman's Howe Missionary So-
ciety of the Methodist Epigcopal Choveh, whose
work for Negro girls is elosely rvelated to that of
the Board of Edueation for Negroes, he had the
privilege of a personal visit to each of the schools,
This gives to the book that value which only first-
hanid knowledge makes possible,

The achievement of the Methodist Lpiscopal
Chureh in this field of serviee emphasizes the mag-
nituwde of the task to be done, It lays bave the nr-

H



