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PREFACE.
of ok

The Toremto Novmal Sehool was instituted by the late D
Ryerson for the purpose of training teachers for Publie School worke
In faet, it was an integral part of the system of cdneation which he
recommended after having visited the sehools of Europe and the United
States, onder the direetion of the Government, with a view to lerisla-
tion of a comprehensive chavacter for the sehools of Ontavio.  An
experienee of fifty yesrs in the development of this system (the Normal
Sehool included) has elearly shown the wisdom of his conclusions amd
its ndaptation to the soelal and wunieipal nstitutions of the ecuntry.

There was no feature of the system of cdneation founded by Dr.
Ryerson which had a more important bearing npon Elewentary and
High Sehool edueation than the establishment of the Tovonto Normal
Sehool.  For many yvears it was the ouly edueations! seminary nt
which the training, qualifying aowan o woman for the profession of
teaching eomld be obtained. 1t was always a Norwal Sehool, even in
the modern sense of the term, For every subject whiel the student was
expected to mastor was also considered in a pedagogical sense.  Muels
ean be said in favor of this early feature of our Novnd Sehool, arwd
no doubt, were it not that the High Schools of Outario atbained to
such pre-eminence, the literary courses, originally established in the
Normal School, would have been continued to this day.

During the last half-century, a great multitude of students gradu-
ated from the Toronto Normal Sehool, all of whom felt that they were
indebted to its currienlum and staff for a certain mental stimulus which
was of great value to them in after life.  And so it cecurred to some of
the earlier students that an opportunity should be given them of doing
honor in some publie way to their Alma Mater. Out of this desire
laudable and kindly in the highest degree, arose the Jubilee Celebra-
tion, which it is the object of this volume to record,  The opportunity
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was an admivable one to let the Provinee see how the old students
appreciated the services of some of the great men who, nearly half a
century awo, were connected with the educational work of the Provinec.
They were all great teachers—men of mungmetic personality  and
thoronghly in sympathy with the teacher's work. It was meet that
their names should be revered by their students and held in grateful
remembrance by the connry which they seeved.  Their portraits in
the school room where they tanght will vemind successive generations
of teachers, of the honor that has been done thew, while the impetus
they gave to scholarship and eduecation will go on, it is lmped, inereas-
ing with the wealth and growth of the country.

Not the least geatifying civeumstanee in connection with the
Jubilee was the presence of two of its first graduates, De. B H. Dewart
and Dr. J. H. Sangster: the one a distinguished divine of the Methodist
Chureh, and the other a former Prineipal of the Seliwol, but more
recently a physician in active practice, The story of their early
difficulties to acquire au edueation is best told in their own words. 1t
is to be hoped their example will be imitated by many of their fellow-
Canadians.

The larwe attendanee of okl students indieated the respect in
which the Norual School is held by the graduates of former years.
Every function in eonncetion with the cclebration sppeared to be
enjoyed to the fullest degree, the only regret in the ease of many being
that public duties would not allow them to give as mueh time to the
exereises as they desired.

ToroxTo, 1897,
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