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ADDRESS.

OF the various Publications issued from the Press,
under the title of ** The History of Winchester,”
which the Author of the following pages has pe-
rused, he has had invariably to remark, that while
the earlier accounis were liltle better than dry un-
connected catalogues of historicel fact, intermin-
gled with a series of doubtful occurrences, or fill-
ed with tedious details of ebsolete charters, equally
uninstructive and wninleresting, even the more
scientific and elehorate Work of a luter period
was found liable to objection, from the general
tone of controversy that seemed fo pervede, and
in some tnstances almost obscure, the professed ob-
Ject of the Friter.

The Author has also had frequent opportunilies
of ebserving, that the inhabitants of FWinchester in
particular, as well as strangers who visited it gene-
rally, werg oflen compelled &9 remain ignorani, or
with at best but a partial knowledge, of many of

the important trails of its Hislory, and the more
n2



iv ADDRESS,

interesting and venerable Memorials of Antiquity
yel preserved within if, for want of some commo-
dious channel of authentic tnformation; inasmuch
as, besides the voluminousness of the only work
extant, which with many persons operated as an
insuperable bar fo the perusal of it, there was
anolher objection, that the generality of Readers
Jound perhaps equally insurmouniable, namely, the
price. Thus ke considered that there were many
who could afford fo purchase, did not read, because
they wanted inclination for the perusal of two
quarto volumes; while at the same time others, who
might have the necessary inelination, could not pru-
dently indulge themselves with the gratification of it.

In the summer of 1815, the Author, acting un-
der this impression, was encouraged in his design
of preparing some brief notice of the History and
Antiquities of Winchester, by the approbation of
a short article upon the subject, whick ke had then
an opportunily of laying before Jonn BriTTON,
Esq. Author of *° The Cathedral Antiguities of
England,” who not only approved the idea, but
suggested the immediate attention of the Author
{o some concise account, in the nature of a Guide,
which might supply the vacancy in the Literary
Annals of Winchester. '

Encouraged by the approbation of this Gentle-
man, the design was pursued; and after a consi-
derable lime, during which the Author had had
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recourse to @ number of curious and important works
illustrative of the subject, he felt that he should,
by adhering fo the usual narrow limits of a mere
Guide, of necessity omit much valuable, and, as
he thought, original information; ke therefore at
once decided upon the extension of his plan, which
he subsequently arranged in the manner it is now
offered to the Publie.

Thus actuated, he submils to the Public a Work,
compiled as well from the various sources of infor-
mation gfforded by the labours of Trussell, Gale,
Warton, Wavel, and Milner, as from the more
general ond important researches of Ferstegan,
Stowe, Godwin, Heylin, Dugdale, Hume, and
other wrifers of equal authority and emincnee,
which, together with an extensive and wnweoried
personal survey and inquiry, ke trusts will be found
to pouriray the History and Antiquitics of our
City ; without, on the one hand, being liclle (o the
objection of prolizily and exeessive price; or, on
the other, of withhelding any information useful
to the Reader.

Perfection not being within the reach of mortali-
ty, the Author is confident that sone aillvwance will
be made for the errors of his Work; and al-
though he nalurally hopes those ore mut wmany,
he cannot but regret that the want of u Literary
Friend, to whom he might have submitied his MS,
and by whom it might have becn correefed and
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improved, may have left a grealer share of imper-
JSections in his first essay than under more favour-
able circumstances would have appeared.

The Author feels, that in concluding this Ad-
dress, it would be ungrateful not to offer his most
sincere acknowledgements fo those Gentlemen by
whom he has been favoured with the inspection of
many curious and valuable documents, necessary to
the production of an aulhenticaled Work of this

- nature, and to express his regret that he is not at
liberty to particularize the individual kindness with
which, on various occasions, his inquiries have been
honoured.

To the Publisher also he considers his thanks
are due for the kandsome and liberal manner in
which the F¥ork has been presented fo the notice of
the Public, both so far as regards Typographical
beauly, and the number and nature of the Embel-
lishments, the latter of which have been executed, at a
considerable expence, from original drawings, made
by Mr.C. F. Pororx, expressly for the Work.

CHARLES BALL.

WiNCRESTER,
18 Jamary, 1818,
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