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THE

SHIPF AND THE ISLAND.

The Silaca af TS Fagi 1

Fowiron ;
GROOMIBRIDGE AND S0NS,

FATERHCATEE FwW.



“olaer Uhe gSed wabers &F fhie Aork Blie s,

ur tbsaghse s b und ke, and oor sools ns fies,
Far ms tha Treeze can bear. thie Billoss foem,
Sureey our empime, mnd hekeild guy home 1
Thest ard our rml o Hmlie §o 1baic grear—
e g ahe mioptin mil whe mest ober.

Eperg The &i6ld L in harowhs kil 48 tengs

From dodl to Yo, and Jof in sweTy teange™



THE SHIF AND TIiIE ISLAND.

CHAPTER L

THE BESUNTY sAlls FoR TAHETT—COLLECTIRG THE
BREEAT-FRIOLT FLANTE—TIE MLCTIRY.

‘GRraxerarnen |l | want to epenk to pou”

* Wall, my little bov ; what have vou fo sy

‘Can't you guness, grondfaiber ! [ want you to
tell ma ancther story.’

"Oh, that's ik, w i6? Well, go and call your
brothers and sisters ; and then we will setthe what
it shall be about.'

* Now, grandfather, we are all ready. You cnca
siicd that soms exceaardinary svents had taken place
In the la2e eentury ; can you not tell ws something
shout thermn '

* Quite right ; many events tock place in ihe last
centary, some of them the most inderesting and ex-
tractdinary the world hag ever geen. There were the

t American War of Independencs, the voynges of
Laptain (ook round the world, and the memorabls
French Ravoluticn, besides ao many wonderful in-
vettions and dizooveries, that you would grow tired
of listening to all the etorles shot conld be told
abont them,”

* Ol grandfather ! we o never geow tired of your
ntaries ; we have boen thinking we ghould like one
abont gdventyrés on Lthe s,



L1 THE FHIF AND THE IFLANE.

“ It ghall be as vou Like; ehildren : so listen.'

When Capinin Cook came back from hie vo C
of digeovery, belore he met with an untimely death
far away from his nativa lond, e brooght accounts
of many gprious and valuable thicrgs which he had
seen in foreign countries, Among thege was thebread-
Fruit tree, :lrﬁui-:h grows to cthe siee of an ordinary
cak, with long drooplng lemves, and bears 8 fruit
nearly in the l-l'l.lﬁb# of n purpkin and larger than
a child’s bwad. When the fruit is full-grown it is
plucked while grenn, sod veastod, and then the soft
white pith or pulp with which it is filled has an
agroanlle taste, eotaeching Bke that of wheaten bread
afd artichoke, and is moch relished, not enly be
natives of the counceies wheee 1t growa, but alsa by
travellers from othar lands. It lnste in season for
eight menths of the year, ard ia aften produced by
the trees in prodigions quantities. YWhen this fruit
was heprd of In England, mauy pecple thooght it
would mzke excellent food for the nogroes, who wera
then slaves in the Yrest Todies, if it conld be made
to grow thers ; and, alter oongidering the matter, the
government gave orders for a ship to be ftted ont to
guil to the Booth Beg Ielnnds, to collect a number of
bread-fruit plants, and coovey them fo Jamaics,
This was nbont sixty yours sgo,

A wogsel named che Downfy was acoordingly mada
ready, and fitted wp with shelves nod racks to hald
the potz and tubs, 0 that they ghould sol be injured
by the rolling of che ehip in stormy weather, and
vl gardensrs wers appointed to tnke (are of them,
The comvmander was Lisuterant Bligh, whe bad bean
it with 'E's-itu.iu Cack ; naxe ta ki came tho offbeers,
and last the arew, moking altegether foriy-six
persens on board ; and Jeing provided with every
thing necesgary for the gnceess of the *iru:.'u%u-, £ e
Hounfy miled from England two dape before Christ
mas in the year 1757,



