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ADVERTISEMENT,

Tue Author of the following Inquiry felt
it his duty, at the close of the last Session
of Parliament, to objeet to a clause mtro-
Educed into the general bill of appropria-
:;_Ertion__ for the payment of one million five
%hundred thousand. pounds, said to be due
Hh}? the public to the East India Com-
pany.

The grounds on which he stated his
Sobjection, he still considers as conclusive.
“They were, ist, The impropriety of such

a measure, when sent up to the House of
-..Lords, in the shape of an enactment, in
= one of the clauses of the appropriating
S bill: 2dly, The disgrace of concurring in
= the disposal of one million five hundred
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thousand pounds of public money, with-
out inquiry, and without the House of
Lords having before them any informa-
tion that conld substantiate the debt.

He does not, however, desire to con-
ceal that, at the moment, he secretly felt
ashamerl of his imperfect knowledge of the
subject he was called upon to discuss ; "a
feeling to which he was perhaps more
sensibly alive, from the recollection that
he had been selected, by the partiality of
one who is no more, to fill the first situa-
tion in the management of the East India
Company’s affairs,

It was this circumstance that induced
him to employ his leisure hours, in the
course of the summer, in endeavouring to
supply what was deficient in his own in-
formation on these affairs ; and it is from
a similar feeling of duty, that he has since
attempted, tor the use of others, to com-
press the most important results of his re-
searches within as moderate a compass as
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was consistent with distinctness and per-
spicuity. The unexpected intention of ex-
tending the Company's charter, and of
prolonging the duration of the present sys-
tem of government, (at one time generally
believed,) would, of itself, have been a suf-
ficient ‘motive for this undertaking ; but
what chiefly weighed with the author, in
sen‘diﬁg- his papers to the press, was the ig-
norance in which the: public has been
kept, with respect to our transactions in
the East, not indeed from a want of au-
thenti¢ documents, but from the velumi-
nous and confused form in which they
have been exhibited. .

His sole aim, in the present publica-
tion, is, by unveiling the transactions and
events that are past, to create an im-
pression of the necessity of much mature
deliberation, before any decision 1s form-
ed on a subject so interesting to the na-
tional welfare, and imvolving so many dif-
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ficult discussions, as that which relates to
the future Government of India.

To him it appears necessary, before
the present system can with any degree
of propricty be prolonged, to examine,
first, what were the malversations, what
the difficulties that gave it birth? and,
secondly, what have been the malversa-
tions, what the difhiculties which it has
produced? and if this short tract should be
of any use in assisting the public mind
to decide on these preliminary topics,
the purpose for which it is intended will
be fully accomplished.

The recent history of the world has in-
ured the imagination to scenes of over-
grown political and financial calamity,
and dcadened the impression they have
a natural tendency to create ; otherwise,
those who recollect that the pecuniary
embarrassment of 1783 was universally
regarded as rendering a change in the
system for managing the Company’s af-
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fairs necessary, never could have thought
of the present crisis, of infinitely more
formidable embarrassment, for prolong-
ing the system under which it has origi-
nated,
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