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EDITOR'S PREFACE

Trr editing of this book has brought home to the Fditor
the fact that nowadays Australia is three times as far away
from England as [apan. IMstance has made it impossivle
to confer to any extent, even by comespondence, with the
Author. The greater gratitude is iherefore due from the
Editorial Comrmitlee to the Rev. Fraok Paton for the
gencrosity with which he not only gave himself whale-
heartedly to writing the book; but permitled us on this sids
of the sca to work our will upon his M3 Iixigencies of
space have rendersd necessary = considernble amount of
cutting down, but every cffort has been made to leave the
halance of the book undisturbed and its appeal uadimi-
nished. We believe that readers will (ind it a book of
thrilling interest, one that will at the same time give Study
Circles ample to discuss, and ong that is aglow with the
apostolic fire.

Many willing bands have co-operated in the preparation
of the book, Thanks are due partcularly to Miss C. H,
Mayers, of the 5.P.G. ; the Revs. V. A. Barradale, M.A,,
formerly of Samoa ; R. Bulstrode, M.A., of the C.M.S. ; W,
N. Lawrence, formerly of Mangaia, Aitataki, and Rarotonga,
and now of Papua; Canon C. H. Reobinson, DD, of the
S8.P.G., and Mr A, K. Langridge, one of the Hon., Secs.
to the John G. Patoa Mission, for criticisms and sugges-
tions ; while for photographs we are indebted to the
Author, Dr George Brown, the London Missionary Society,
the Melanesian Mission of the Church of England, and
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the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel. Ewvery
effort has been made to avoid the vse of unacknowledged
photographs and the possible infringement of copyright.
If, however, we have {ransgressed, we trust thal those
concerned wiil be assured that it 15 not wilfully.

A word should be said with reference to the “Topics for
Thzcussion ' which will he found at the end of each chapter,
They have been inserted in order to suggest to Leaders of
Circles subjects upon which assignments might be framed,
though they by no means exhaust the material for dis-
cussion which the various chapters provide. The © Helps
for Leaders "' are maost necessary for all who have charge of
Circles, and should be obtained from the respective
Mlission 1Eouses.

The Vacilic is a bission Iield with which no book
published by the United Couneil for Missionary liducation
has yet dealt.  The present volume is 1ssued in the happy
assurance that the Autnor has given us one well worthy of
so fascinating and important a part of that world which has
yet to be won for Do YWhose we are and Whom we serve,

B.oAY,
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