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PREFACE TO THE FROGS.

HE Frogs ie a oomedy written to throw ridionle on Earipides,
end on the tae of thongbit which he promoted and representad.
Arigtophenes was, if we may call him by & modern nnme, a rbgid
Conservative of the most unflinghing type. He looked with tha
greatest ebhorremce upon the gradoal development of Democracy
at Athens; as well the principle lt=elf, as the admitted evils which
acoompanied it In the old thnes, ho thowght, the state hal bosn
well riled; the standard of patrictism, valour, piety sod mmplicity
of life, devaleped by the Pergian Wars, had beonm a very high
and nmeole one; apd sines Demoorncy bad bepun to rear ite hend,
everything hed chaoged continueusly for the worse, The govern-
ment wad o the bands of the vulgarsst, loudest, and corruptest
demagngees, whose valour wes shamelessmesa, and whoes patriotiem
was avarice; art wet degenerate; manogrs were degraded ; meligion
was undermined ; movality was shaken ; and all soolal atability wou
endangered,

Of thosr who bad promotad this change, Huripidss menifestly
was ong of the most eminent. In his poetry, which sttained
vaet popularity st Athens, smd won 3 proportionate infiluence,
Aristophanes fonnd everything eombined to exeite his indignation.
The grandawr, the nohility, the meesiveness, the plety, the
reverence for old insittotions and modes of thrught, which hed
rung throngh every Una of Aecschylus, wae lost. Inm ite place was
only infinita eleverness, ss fatal ae it wes atimctive. No old
ostablished belial was safe from the rew spirit of guestionipg
and mubtla griticlsm, “The Gods, the constitutlon, the wisdom of
ancestord, the gommon principles of morality, the social and
domestic virtues, all im their furn were submitted to the action of
this povel scepticism, and all in their tum saffered by it. These
blind guides wero the worst enemies of the state; and agaimat



