THE BIRDS OF DORSETSHIRE;
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
COUNTY



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649218202

The birds of Dorsetshire; a contribution to the natural history of the county by J.C. Mansel-
Pleydell

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



J.C. MANSEL-PLEYDELL

THE BIRDS OF DORSETSHIRE;
A CONTRIBUTION TO THE
NATURAL HISTORY OF THE
COUNTY

ﬁTrieste






THL

BIRDS OF DORSETSHIRI






THE

BIRDS OF DORSETSHIRE

A CONTRIBUTION

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE COUNTY

!

i e
G
1. €, MANSEL-PLEYDELL, LA, LS, VG5

FORMERLY OF 5T, [olli's cold B, CAMulial
PREUZILEST 0¥ THE DOURSET HATURAL HIETORY AND ANTIOUARLAT THLL (0L h
EBTie ETL

PURBLISHED Foi TIE ALTHOR
1y
K. H. PORTEER, 6 TENTERDEN STRELRTL, LONIHIN, W,
ANTH
AL & FCAsE, DORCHESTER



i .
L " P L

|Ir l'l.ld.-'f “‘-_.'I

£ "rf”l'lr'l Tm._;,;.‘:‘\ﬁ"ﬁ,//



INTRODUCTION.,

THERE never was a more favourable time than the
present for the stndy of the history of the habits of
birds.  During the last ten vears there have issued
from the press, in parts, no less than fony important
ornithological works, three of which are now com-
plete.  (1.) Dresser’s  Birds of orepe,”" in 8 vols,
4to, 1871-81, supplies a want which was only
partially satisficd by Bree’s ** Binds of Eunrvope not
Observed in the Dritish Tslands,” heing, as its title
implies, much more comprehensive, (2.) Yarrell's
“DPritish Dirds,” 4th edition, in 4 vols, Svo, 1871-
1835, of which the first two volumes (including
the Aecipitres Passeres and Pleovie) were cdited
by DProfessor Newton, and the Iast two (dealing
with the remaining ovders) by Mr. THoward Sann-
ders, The important additions mude to our know-
ledee sinee Yarrell's first publication on the subjeet,
and embodied in this edition, wmakes it practically
a new work, (3.} Seebohm's * British Birds,” with
colonred illustrations of theiv eggs, 3 vols. 8vo,
1883-85, an execellent work, containing murch new
and interesting information devived from the author’s
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personal experience, gained not only in the Dritish
Islands, but in many parts of Furope, and notably in
Furopean and Asiatic Siberia, where the nests and
cegs of many so-called rave birds were discovered.
{4} Booth’s * Ttongh Notes on the Birds Observed
during T'wenty Years' Shoooting and Collecting in
the Dritish Islands,” a folio work, which has been
appearing in parts with eoloured plates since 1881,
and of which the last part has been now published,
details the resnlts of the anthor's own experience,
and  supplies much  information coneerning  the
breeding haunts and habits of bivds generally ac-
counted rare as observed in Scotland. The * [and-
book of Dyitish Birds,” by My, Harting ; the article

dirds 7 by Professor Newton and Professor W, K.
Parker, and ¥ Ornithology ” by DProfessor Newton,
published in the ninth edition of the “ Encyclopredia
Dritannies,” may be mentioned ns indispensable aids
to those who would acquire a thorongh knowledge
of the British avifauna, and a key to its literature,
As regords nomenclature—a difficult snbject—the
“Ihis List,” which should be authoritative (having
been published in 1883 by a committee of the British
Ornithelogists’ Union), nnfortunately contains many

ervors which, considering the veputation of the com-
pilers, onght to have been avoided,

It has long heen known that there are certain
species of birds which reside only a portion of the
vear with us, mrriving from the sonth in spring, and,
after reaving their young in this conntry, depart south-
ward again in the nontnmn, The males arrive first,
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followed shortly afterwards by the females, and lastly
by the young birds, which do not usually take so
long a flight, some perhaps not getting farther than
the European shores of the Mediterranean. Roughly
speaking, there ave three lines of migration taken by
birds whose ronte lies southward in antumn, namely,
the Spanish coast in the neighbourhood of Gibraltar,
the Ttalian coast by Sicily, and the Greck coast by
Cyprus.  The first lands them on the oppesite coast
of Barbary, the second on the shore of I'unig, the
last on the Asintic const at Tripoli. It is remarkalle
that these three routes ecross the sea where it is
narrowest and the most shallow, and were probably
dry land in comparatively recent times.

Several birds, such as the Ring-Ouzel, Golden
Plover, &ec., pass throngh Dorsetshire on their migra-
tion novthwards to breed,  The migratory line of
the Dotterel being outside onr Lorder, the bivd visits
us ravely ; its last oconrrence was in 18830 A vast
number of birds push their way as far north as the
ice-ling, a course which some natnralists assien to
an hereditary instinetive impulse to return to the
breeding-hiomes of their progenitors, which had an
equable climate before the rigours of the glacial
period had set in, and had foreed them southward
to seck food and shelter, Thus it is supposed the
migratory habits of birds originated, and continue to
the present day.

Seeing that the course of many hirds on migration
lies far east of these islands, any casnal visitor
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