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PREFACE

HI® book will not appeal to a large public ; it is, T fear,
totally lacking in all the arreaetions of & popolar novel.
Primarily it will interest the philalogist, if anyone, but while
recognizitie this, T should Like to recomumend it to the etill
mare limited elass of those wha may in the eourse of practical
life come into contoct with one or other of the dialects it
deals with.

On the uses of o knowledge of dinlerts T am not going to
enlarge. The advantages that are gained by treating with a
man in his mother tongue are recognized by everyone with
experience, and dialects from one point of view are only
meompletely differentiated langunges, Dinleets, in mony ways
a bane to the practical worker, have, however, the mert
that they are sot actually distinet languages and that they can
be studied i their relation to the standard langoages of which
they are variants, and, in fact, a knowledge of them iz most
easily thus acquired,

In the present instances the differences between the dialect
and standawd Persian are mainly phonetical and  mor-
phalogival, Certain sounds in the e are move or lesa regularly
represented by cortain other sonnds in the other,  Thess
substitutions can be predicted almost with certainty and
their recurrence can be represented ng the veselt of ' Jaws 7,
the “Sound Laws™ of philology.  The morphological
variations are in mony cases the onteome of the operation of
these ' laws " of sound chapge on the infectional endings of
words, or otherwize they consist of the interehange of elements
of different origin but analagows: funetion, ,

All these differences can be inost vastly learned by eomparing
the dialect with the standaed lnnguage, deducing the rules to
which the changes of sound conlom, and noting the actual
replacement of one dement by another one. This eom-
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parison has been earried out in the present book in regard to
the three dialects dealt with, and anyone who may want to
acguire 4 working knowledge of them will find that it will
set him well on his way and aave him the labour of collating
for himself & mass of miscellancons detail.

He will find that v in standard Persian appears in Bakhtian
as & or d, and fi as d or & to quote enly two striking examples.

The morphology of Bakhtiund has pot been set out in the
present worls, having been left 41l a more convenient aason,
but that does not detract from the helpfulness of what has
been done; though it leaves v lacking a desizable supplement,

The non-praofessional student whe may have merely the
ordinary base motives of everyday Tife for wanting to know
n dialect, the clags whom T am atdempting to capture at the
moment, will find beside each dialest word its relative, where
aneh exista, in standard Perstan, and it is not in the least
ineumbent on him to follow me in tracing both baek to an
earlier form in which each may be believed to have had its
origin,

Besides the main differences of phoneties and form, dialects
probably alwava display some difference in vocabulary from
the standard tongue. The present work iz too small to contain
anything like complete vocabularies of the three dialects,
hut iv may be claimed that the vecrabularies given include,
vapecially in che case of Bakhtiarl, the commonest and most
important words in daily use.

Bo much for the attractions which this book presents to the
seholar-smalgréd-tui.,

It would be futile for an smatent to attempt to beguile
the trained scumen of the professionu] philologist.  He must
be left to judge for himsell of the merits and demerits of the
work, T can only tender it him with a ™ recotnnendation
foomerev ™ oand a request to search his own past record i he
lias vecasion to fall foul of misprinia.

By the time it appears the bulle of this book will probably
have been four years in the Press, and the rest of it three, and
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its proofs have intermittently at long intervals followed me
in a roving life half round the warld. Tt has not always been
passible for me to refer to myv original notes, and 1 think that
even epecialist authors do not reckon to keep technical detail
fresh in their minds for a period of years.

I have to thatk the Boyal Asiatic Bociety and the India
Office {for making the publieation of this hook possible, The
former by imeluding it in their list of Prize Pablications and the
latter by undertalking to buy 100 coptes of it 1L was believed
that the Bakhtinri portion might have been useful to British
officers who were coneerned with abiairs in the Bouth-West of
Persin during the war. But the T'ress has proved more than
a mateh for the war in avoiding a condclusion,

I have onee been eash in promising — or threatening — a
“eequel ', and 1 do not wish to repeat the mistake, 1 may,
however, say that 1 have further Bakhtiari material of a more
interesting nature than that included here.  This comprises
popular tales of all descriptions and popular poetry, an
pxtensive voeabulary, and abundant material for 2 treatize
on the morphology, the omission of which here will doubtless
be o source of grief to mv many veaders, professional and
non-professional.

I, L. R. LormuEeR,

GILGIT,
May, 1921,



