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REFALH.

I angat o loss what txoose to make for throsting mys
sell into the foreground of this work, except thai T luve
found 1t oo hard oosay “nay ' oois author, whom 1
Lave known for wears s a scholme who takes the
Eecnest mmterest tnoall thal colates co sho history of his
pative Island of Man, Awwag oller things T was aware
that he had signlar Deblives lor stedying everylbing of
the marare of docmmontare avideres hecring an Manx
proper - paaes. Tlese who lappen to Have been
aoquaiiied with the *Mubs Rote Doog,” edited with
ruch ability and avch excallent faste by Mr. Moore,
will aprec with me in this refacence to hine, 1t
abways struck e as w pity that he shonld eot ploce
o recetd Ui Troits of Lis Guniliacty wich the afficial
records of the lsland; sed the exprezzion. uvn my part,
of that feeling on sundry pocasions, s the only possibl
meclt to which T could lay claim in connesion with
this volome.

The ground te be covered by the work is defined by
the geogiaphy of Man, amd so far se geosd; Dol o the
other lianel, proper names, whesher of personz or of
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places, wvsually prezert the most diffcule problems of
glattalagy, which any country can sugrest; and such
cannot help being especially tho casz witlh a peaple like
the Manx, whose kome has proved the meeting place
for Ivernians, Goideis, Scandinevianz and Eoghshmen.
Manx names pre therefore o compramase, amd where
one can fathom the history ol a Manx name, it proves
of great interest, hot only in its reletion 10 its home,
Lut alan in regard to the lighr shed by it an what muay
have Tapponed in the prehisiory of otber Tands,

Mr. Moore kas given she reader nof only the resnlts
of Iz reading I Alenx documents;, Lot be has alse
added remarks and notes intended to belp the geaneral
reader with regasd Lo the stymelegy of the names dis-
cussed, Cealtic philoiogy, however, has of late years
been making suek rapid progress that it is the te of
evervone who writes on Celtic subdects 1o have oom
stantly 16 revise hisviews: Asforme, T hewe had, alas?
move of thig experieace ihan T oshonld eare to call o
mind at the preseol woment ;o awd bl Moecce wusl pol
b surprised I the seme necessity showld avertalee him
as reals some of his dorirations o i i5 the inevieabla
condition of every nae, cxcept ham who thinks that
o has-done learning.

Apart from all poings as to which difcrenen of
opimion may he expested, the book tecms with sugees.
ticies which caznot belp intercsting the studepts of
archmeology anl anchropalozy. With rezard 1o the
former, T need only monrion the pages which aboond
in allesions ta tomull, cromcechs, and cairns ;. and as
to the lacter, T refes to such articles as that on Chidder
Uugin, ©Ash Well® over which grew fornerly a sacred
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ash-tree, adorned with the Lits of rags wsually to be met
with an such tress, Spacial mention moy also be made
of the article on Ohilier Usaie, * Foundation Well)!
apparently so-called frovd itz position near the founda-
tioms of an old chaps, twenty-one fect long by twelve
Lrand. *The water of this woll,! A, Moore tells us,
“is supposed to hove cusalive properties.  The parients
who cume Lo i, tosk a mouthinl of sater, retaining it
in their mooths Hil they had twice walked round the
welle  They thea teok a pieee of cloth from a garment
which they had worn, warted it with the warer from
the well, and kamyg 11 on the hewchern-tree whick grew
there.  When the cleth had rotted away the cure was
suppused Lo beelected,! When [ visital the place, a
somawhal mare elaborale firial was macticoed oo ome s
Dk bereas in che case of other wellz 1 the =land, the
paricnt 15 supposed to tracsmit Lis cownglaont fo Uhe
rag, aned as e oy orows e dizsease pecizhes, M he
mahes an ollvrieg 2L consists uwsunlly of a cain, which
iz abropped inbe the el Hne whye the folklore man
rhooses to speak of tlhe accorsol ray as the cllering
and to fronore e eol, iz 2 question which I cannot
augwor.  IL ay be, Dowsver, ihal be thinks cnins nre
too modern [or bens ol o few centuries, mors of
leas, make wery ligtle difference in osnch maciers, and
the rags arc no lcss a prodoct of civihzation thao aee
the coms.

It s, however, Lo Lke student of Ristory and glotio-
fogy that the work appeais 25 a whela ) ard ane of the
points of interest ta both wall be the traces of & sort of
deable tradition whick semne of the Manx varoes [orce
upon thwir netice, This can be best expiained by taking
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an example.  The wouncain now called Bouth Hammle
was formerly called YWardfell, so that a portion of it Is
still koown by that name, modified inte Warfield.
Thus the actoal forms inowse are Barmie and Warheld,
and these enn e shown Lo be two focms of one and the
gamo Norag nemie Paetfell, meaning ¢ Bepeon Fell!
Such a nmame is connscted with the institution of
fWatch and Ward,' which was constantly enjoined an
the inhabitants.  Frow the statutes respecting this
duty onc finds that each parish bad i wasden, who
wag pesponsible for ' the dunfoll and carefoll chaervanca
of watch and ward,” and this wont on il the year 1813
The dayvowaich come to his post al siorize, and the
night-watch ol sunset; Lthe [oreer is suppesed 1o be
cotnmemorated by the hill name Crondswy-amep-Liaa,
belioved o mican the ¢ Hill of the Watch by Day’
Such wure also, probably, the wateh: and ward lield so the
monnbin-lops called Soutin Tarrwle amd Mordhs Baorake,

Bl how, 1 wiil beoasked, conld sack n ward as
Firifiall become Bnrmela ? 1t wanr through a series
of changes, the chicf of which were the following :
accordiny to Goldelie tendency, the stress would De lewud
on the firse @lable with the eilect of cortailing the
gecond, so that the name bacame approsimntely © Vsl
Simlarly Sujofell, which i3 now colled Semfoll, meain.
ing fBnow Mountan,” became, probalde Soptf; and,
ns Sartel 15 supposed to represent o Norse Svartfjall,
" Black Moontain here also o conlraetion Lo " Sarll’
probably happencd.  Toen 2 {urther change took
place, resulting in T being represented in madern
Manxy by o, as o lead, *a loft) in creron, & carp'
from Narse Eaf~d, and 1o Cellos, the islet called the
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Culf of Man, Thoe the throe nanes would nrcive at
the stage Varend, Sifoud, nod Sartal reapectively. Now
snioul remains practicnlly the Manx promnncingion of
the muame at the present day, though, mere exacely, 1
shoulid sy that b 35 Sefemd, with o Gevmatyes; bot, under
the Inlnence of Goidelic accentantion, Sevtad could nol
well avaid becoming 5ol which s, approvimniely, the
actoal pronnnciation of Saria. Similacly, Tarrad might
have been expected to yield Tu#l, bur other influences
camic to play: thus ne Gaidedic word begau with aw,
which cocurred iy as a mutation of &b 5o, accond-
ing to n tendency well koown i all Celtic Jauygizages,
the names enme to ka2 regarded InAlanx as Barrnl,
liable in cerlain positians Lo e contnied inta Verrpd,
In ather words, it wanld e tegarded by a Goidelic
Manxman @s having no separace cxiztonon cxcopt as
Garvel, Thew popular eiyvmuology sor e and - found
Farrn! sounding lae e words beer sovl, meaning the
“tup of am apple ;" and s 1 the popclar noticn now
currenl as o he origin nod meeauiny of the nwme.
Tl there shoold have Dest lwo nomntains. called
fapple-tops,” nothe izland, teough oeitber scems to
vesemble an apple, 15 nat very easy to helieve | Lut Lhis
idea has had the ¢fect of stamping the accentaation
of the words feer s o Bakowd, wiinch os pranounced
Gurrade, or Savcool, with the alvess on the Snal syllable,
That this was the istory of the name i veedesed
highly probabla by the ocrurence of tha foon Faeoeds
in the registers, in che noamo of & man desipnate]
Villy Varooele, or *WWillie of Barrale,'

The Goidelic tradition by which Viesfall came down
a% Barrole, requirtes, phonetically speaking, mare cxpla-
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pnation than thar which made the same word mto the
treen-name Wardfell and Warheld; but, kistovieally, the
latier presents & greater dilficulty eailing for further
investipntioe, as I sogreats that Norse names beoame
English withzut o breal,  Torhat cose one wonld have
to suppose (hat the Narse, once spoken o the island,
was superseced, nat by Manx, bot by Eaglish. I
ger, 1t 15 to be comparsE witly the tranaitiea fom Norse
to English in Orkney snd the Shetlands.  1ooany case
the dual grodition 13 not confned to DBarenle and
Warsield : there are many other nsleances, such sz the
Call ef Man, which is in ey ealled the Coalloo, and
Pecl, which was Halive-tawn, called in Manx Fuefouyp-
Hinsieer, mweamning the * Town of the Island.’

Even the same dualicy cxists, aleer & fashion, between
the word Trivocald, Irorme Lhe Noerse Thinegvolls, “a poa-
lameant Nield) ard the Homse of levs, where o is
poszibly a word of Gridelic sriging The Vigfsaon,

taking this for a Nocse sword, lizs ot his opinion on
recond thae [ weant a hoose of Keden, or fclhissen” muen,
But shortly belore lus death—a loss, alae ! which his
nmnerows icnds sHll deploce--T had & telk with him,
i Alve eenrse ol which 1asked him alwne e wond deise,
and found [rems whal be sald, that thers was a difliculty
in estalblisking the existonce of such o form,  Then 1
referred Bim to the house boing ealled in Manx the
Kigre-as-Teed, and any momberal ic a man of the Kare-
as-Feed, Then T eaplajned that this, though literally
meaning the * Fous and Tweanew,” was used as a single
word 1 that the 8rer twa-thicds of i were pronsunced
approximarely Khsiis or Karfs: and, further, that,
though 1 had ne: beard i1 pronounced withoot the r,
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the omission of (il consonant was net at all un-
comman in Many eaelic. My friend g1 onec osaw
that T wns going to suggest thet Keps was merely the
Englizh promunciatios of Kiare-as, and with bis usual
candonr e admitied hoe be cheuptst i vighor at ane
rate, he regarded i ons foe more oobabls than the
civmology he bad  Dimself sogeested. O later
eccasion he returned to the same qoestion, snd took
for grapted that such was the ovigin of the wond,  As
for me, 1 do not conailer (0 very satislactory : bot it
may, perhaps, he provisianzlly aceepted, eapecinlly as
the folk ctvmalegy cucrent o the Island s that the
members of the Ilovse of Kevs are the twonty-four koys
with which his Exselleccy, e Licoleoant-Coveroor,
unlocks the dillicullies oF the law,

Mary o tedions talls pitehed in thi= Tey hpve | loal to
hesr tinougls inthe Islazsd, while inwardly burnisg with
impaticires Lo be bowler cogaged o ascertaiming the pro-
nunciabion of a parcouiar words the gender of & noun,
the wse ol a verbe oz sonweiliny of ialescsl Lo e con-
cerning o lanzutge, whicl, alas? 48 duily dying awy.
The zme, however, 8 the case wilh Manx =z with
languages more ving s the infeomation one secks can
paly be gol copiously diluted wich the wlecnmnt’s own
meditaticns:  Bor, oli mooall, my attempts o Jearn
Manx proved predominancy pleasznt io beth the
teacher and che taughe; and Mr. Mozree's bock has
Lthe effect of enabling me to live cver apnin the hapoy
howrs T spelled away in Ellan Vannin,

[OHN RHYS.
Chxronn,

by 33, 4 Ron,



