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PREFACE,

—

Tug present volume is & selection from some of my
former works, which have been for some fime oub
of print, They are sent forth in a eheaper form,
with the object of reaching many into whose hands
they have never yet fallen, and on a more extensive
scale. God hos already blessed them, snd my ear-
neat desire and prayer iz, that in the present form
they may be blessed still more largely, May He
nge them for His glory—t.]m only aim I have in
gending them forth.

FREDERICE WHITFIELD.

Hr. Mant's, HasTings,
Muarch, 1883,
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L
FESUS AT THE MARRIAGE FEAST,

JoER I 1=-11.

Arren the interesting interview between the SBaviour
and Nathanael, recorded at the close of the chapter
previous to that on which we arc entering, we find
* Him pursuing His journey to Galilee. He takes
up His temporary abode at the small village of
Cana. While there, He and His dieciples receive
an invitation to a wedding. From the part teken
in it by the Virgin, we are led to suppose that it
was the marriame of o near kinsman, There are
points in this interesting narrative which we may
find instruetive to our souls, and profiteble for us
to know. May the Holy Spirit be our guide as

we ondeavour fo unfold them, and may the Ba.
A



2 YEEUS AT THE MARRIAGE FEAST,

viour's name be magnifisd and exalted in our
affections !

_Having received the invitation, He hesitates not
to accept it, snd His disciples also; for where He
goes they may follow, whother to the grave of
Lazarus or to the joyous wedding feast. He came
not to disturb the social arrangementa of human
life, nor to mar its domestic joys. He js there
obly to sanctify them; and where Jesns is the
invited guest, all sounds of frivolity and mirth are
hushed, True religion is patore subdued sod
sanciified, and turned by the Bpirit of Ged ints
the original channel from which gin had diverted
it In this beautifnl pieturs we may zee a typs,
not only of what 2]l our marriage feasta ghould be,
but of what all our earthly pleasures and endear
ments and joys should be. Jesus should ever be
the invited gnest. He should be the indispensabls
Owa, and from beginning to end be what He was
at thia feast—the conspicuous Omne. Whers this
is the case, there will be a similar result—entirs
patisfaction, foll enjoyment The “good wine”
that He supplied, and He only, excelled that which
came from other sources,—perfect type of that true
pleasure and enjoyment which e only can give,
and which alons iz truly satisfying.

Nor need we shrink from inviling this heavenly
Guest to participation in our earthly joys. He
who accepted the invitation to a wedding feast will,




