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INTRODUCTION

THERE is no break between the Primer and First .
Reader of this series. To make the transition from
one book to the other very simple and easy, the last
thirty new words intreduced into the Primer are used
in the first twenty pages of the First Reader in new
combinations. Thus the same voeabulary is being
used, but the words are in entirely new relations.
This makes the bridge between the Primer and First
Reader very easy to cross.

The voeabulary is earried on through the first half
of the book in connection with subjects suited to
arouse the active interest of children. The form of
the stories then changes, but without the slightest
break in the grading of the vocabulary.

The second part consists of a simple, connected
story of a kitten, ealled “ The Life of Snowball.” It
is arranged in this form so that the children may be
gradually led from short, simple statements of inter-
esting objects and actions to the smcoth, easy sentence
forms of the Second Reader.

The next part of the bock is in still & duferent
form. It couples the play idea of the dolls with the
true home life of the children themselves. Here also
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the vocabulary is drawn wholly from objeets familiar
to children in their own homes, thus making the inter-
est vital and keen. Kach doll is mistress of a certain
room in the doll house, and a simple title to each
story forms another step toward the appreciation of
the Second Reader. This reader closes with a short
series of stories called “The Boys' Club,” which will
be found especially interesting to boys of the First
Reader age. The voeabulary is developed in the
same careful way to the very end of the book.

As in the Primer, the new words are found at the
head of each lesson.

The First Reader and Primer stand as com-
panion books in aim and method and so close is the
relation of one to the other, that the First Reader
needs the support of the Primer to round out the
course as planned.

Nore. = While there are 10,500 words in thia book, there
are only 255 new words. There are 32 words carried over from
the Primer, which makes 287 fundamental words altogether.
Hince Expressive Oral BReading is the aim of this series, the
advantages of the limited vocabulary will readily appear.
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You see we are playing school.

Molly, what is that word?

I don’t know.

You don’t know that little word?

Frank, you may tell

That word is “tall.”

Yes, that is right, Frank.

“«I know something tall,” said Molly.
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A tree is tall.
That is right. Some trees are tall,

Now let us read. Will you get the
books, Frank?
Let us read the little buttercup story.
Molly, you may begin. |
Little buttercup, you are a pretty
flower.
Good, Molly. Now Frank may read.
You live in the field, pretty buttercup.
That is good, Frank.
Now you may take your pencils.
You may write a letter to me.
«] don’t know how,” said Frank.
O, ves, you do. Write it like this:
Dear Ted,
We are playing school.
With love,

Sister Molly.
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