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UNIVERSAL HISTORY.

BOOK XXII. -

TRAT PERIOD DURING WHICH THE KINGS OF FRANCE
POSSEREED A FREDOMINANT INFLUENCE IN TUE AF-
FAIRS OF EUROPE.—A. D. 18481740

SECTION L

LEWIS THE GREAT.

At the period when the peace of the Pyrenses put an
and to the contest between France and Spaiu, (A, D. 1659,)
which was a lond of appendage to the thirty years war,
Lewis the Fourteenth was in the twenty-first year of his
age. Cardinal Magarin was still at the head of govern-
roent, and now administered it jn peace: the last ciwil war,
if the commotions of the Froodeurs are to be called by
that name, having heen extinguished, he was neither em-

ed in pursuing any immediate schemes, nor in looking

ward o any far-s.'llgill::!ted plans of policy ; but was per-

ﬁ:ﬁm thn; farce to the great wagedy which was going on
in Eagland.

Ll‘-."wisfihﬁ Fourteeath was ;?citud bg m?:ﬁ;ﬂh': the

rsuit of a particular species tness, whic dig-
Fayed in the course o?w ﬁfty—fnurg;:rs, (A. D. 1661—

715) the period during which he reigned without a prime
minister. this passion was the source of all the benefits
that he conferred oo the arts aod sciences, as well as of Lis
ruinous conquests ; of the wars by which Europe was con-
vulsed during so mwany years, and in the course of which
the most solpmn treaties were violated, apd the most splen-
did exploits and the basest of crimes performed by his,
command. It was a great misfortune that this king was

VoL. IV. 1
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ignorant and destitute of just principles; for the courege
to undertake great and MJLEI enterprises, provided they
had also been such as would have miﬁld to his importance,
would not have been wanting to him; snd he would have
muda a better choice of generals and ministers in his lanter

ﬂﬁ‘l;hntlgh France had been 1o gi:':leﬁl s0 ill governed, and
30 entty tom to civil wirs, yeL no née
had 'hqe“engl Slﬂlb&‘g ::li:glt wars with Engll.g?:“md
lm aga of uest had sgain d its career.

fame urenne and Condé was unrivalled, except
‘b}r Gustavas Adolphus, king of Sweden, the great elector

Brandenburg, and the imperial general culi.
After the retirernent or decesse of lhasa cornmanders, the
mershal of Luxemburg displayed his extraordinary talents
for marches and en and was followed by the in-
i‘ms Catinat, and the clear-sighted marshal de Villars.

i who was a prodigy of military learning, per-
fected the art of war by his rigid criticisms. War was 4
kind of mechanical employment to Maurice, prince of
Orange, who raised it to an art: bot Gustavus and the
%i:]emfsd Lewis placed it in the rank of the seiences.

vois, the king's minister of war, rendered his waster
wdious to foreign powers by his hacghtiness; bot in other
respects he was exuemely ugeful in the maintenance of
order and chedience among the rival oummandars, and
was superior to many prejudices and FB:!Y passions. Vau-
ban displayed an entirely new method of fortification ; and
“the repose of these inces, in which, during fore:gn
wars, the exhaubted es of France were recruited, is
mmg to the fortresses which he secured by the most

able bulwarks.

e art of negocistion was never confided 1o more able
hands: whart wonld Estrades and d’ Avaux not have effect-
ed, if the prejudices of their master had not withheld ﬂlem
from following reasdnable les ?

While the possessor of Potos was becoming needy,
the finances of France were a&mmmtemd by Colbert: “[
am deeply indebted 10 majesty,” said the dying Mae-
arin ; IE'Ei‘iji:itl Iaﬁpupngt partnfﬂmdihthg



