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ARGUMENT,

L¥ any one were to object to this play on the pround that na
wodern dramatist oughl 1o take o suljeet vnm the Sceiprores,
Lshould content myself with saying that such a prchibition
would be too broasl, Ie Bs oot applicable clike to all the
Jewish Chronicles, and least of all to a mythic steey which s
ter be referced to toes when the veligion of e Hlebrews wos
in a rudimentary eondition, and when the efezts of the effort
madde by Abrabiam and Moses to lilt che Thelstic eonzeptions
of their countryinen on to a higher plane had wellnigh died
awny, Jahvel or Jehovah was little more wa Jephthoh and
the Gileadites than o tribal Goed of Baltles, sach as Mileom
and Chemaosh were to Moab and Ammac. By the me we
come 1o the days of the Prophets, when God hail Decome
the universal Creator, the boundless Heing whose attribates,
hesides omnipotence, were love, merey, 2iy, forgiveness and
Iatherhood, whe was al once the touchstone and szoction
for all hope, desire, and mectal ectlook, the whole case s
altered s then and onwards the Hieeatore of the JTews, hounil
up with their religion, and havdly less with owes, becomes
sacrosnnct and mot to ke touched. T hove for the foregoing
reazons deemed mysell at full Hherty ta deal as T pleased with
the story of Jephthah's daughter. 1 have preserved the main
incidents in-all their naked eroelty, bot I have pot serupled
to weave around them the deindls of o yomantic drama. 1
have allowed mysell absolute freedom ioomy work, and ©irust
especially that no teaces of archaiam are to be found, either



