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This Book i3 a part of the Beacon Series of Manuals,

pre ared for grades [-XII, inclusive, of a Graded Course
unday-School Lessons, an outline of which follows,

Ea-::h Manual is accompanied by a Teacher's Helper,
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Jabez T. Sunderland
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0ld Testament MNarratives. Part 1
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Henry Hallam Saunderson
VIIL Jesus of Nazareth. Charles E. Park
SENIOR, AGES 14-17
IX. The Work of the Apostles. Henry Hallam Saunderson
X. Movements and Men of Christian History
Charles T'. Billings
XL Comparative Studies in Religion
An Introduction to Unitarianism. Henry T. Secrist
XII. The Bible as Literature, John M. Wilson
ADVANCED, AGES 18-*
Citizenship and Social Service
Studies in Ethics
Special Bocks of the Bible
Studies in Evolution
Modern Religious Teachers
The Philosophy of Religion
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JESUS OF NAZARETH.
I Birth.

Luee II. 1-i0

A long time ago there was a carpenter who lived in a little
town called Nazareth. His tools were simple and few, and
the wood he had to work with was peor, so that he could not
do the fine work carpenters do nowadays, His name was
Joseph, and he was quite poor. But he married a girl named
Mary, and lived humbly and contentedly in his little house in
Nazareth. Mary would do the simple housework and would
spin flax or grind barley, while Joseph worked busily with his
tools, and so they got along quite nicely.

One day Mary was made very happy by God whispering in
her heart that she should very scon have a little child. That
was good news to Mary, and, as she thought about it, she
determined that she would name her baby * Jesus.”

Now, some time after Mary had learned this good news,
Joseph came home one day and said they should have to go to
Bethlehem, another town, on some matter of business. So
he saddled his patient little donkey, and put Mary on its back,
and took his staff, and set out for Bethlehem, But when they
reached Bethlehem, he found that there was no room for them
in any house or at the inn. 5o he went into a little stable of
the inn, where the cattle lived, and he and Mary lay down in
the sweet hay to sleep. That very night, as they lay sleeping
on the hay in the stable, the little baby was born.

The good news had at last come true, and Mary was very
happy indeed. She laid her little baby-boy in a manger, a
trough out of which the animals ate their hay and grain, which
made a very cosy crib for him,

Meanwhile a company of shepherds, who were watching
over their sheep in the pasture outside of the town, were greatly
startled to hear a wonderful voice which seemed to come to
them out of the sky, and which told them that Jesus was to



be born that very night. They determined to go at once and
see this baby. So they found the stable, and were the first
persons to give their welcome to the little child Jesus,

r. In what country were the wwns of Nazareth and Bethlehem?

2. What name does that country bear to-day?

3. In what province was NMazareth? In whet provinoe was Bethlehem ?
4. What famous city was very near Bethlehem?

g, Who was Cesar Augustus?

6. Why was Joseph obliged to go i Bethlehem?

7. Why did they take up their quarters in a stable?

8. How many years ago wag Jesus borm?

g. What do we call his birthday ?
to. Aside from his parents, who were the first persons to see Jesus

after his birth?

1x. How did these men know about his birth?
12, How did people travel in those days?




