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PREFACE.:

Tina volama is intended as a eompauion to the historical
sketch of English Litorature, entitled feone Cheesesr o Ton-
pggone, published Tast year for the Chautaugna Cirele.  Tn
writing it I have followed the same plan, aiming to present
the sabject in a sort of continnous ceany rather than in the
form of a “primer™ or elomentary manal, T have uof nn-
dervtaken to deseribe, or evewr o mention, every American
anthor or book of importance, bot only these which seemed
o me of most slenificanee,  Nevertheless T Delies ¢ that the
gketch eomtains enough detutl to make 16 of sowe use as o
guide-hook to our literaturve, Thongh meant to he mainly
a history of Amurican bedlea-lettyes, 36 makes gomo mention
of historieal and political writings, Lut haedly any of philo-
gophical, selentifie, and techuieal works,

A elironological rather e a topieal order luag been ol
lowed, although the fuet tiat onr best literature is of recent
growth has made It impossible to adbere as elosely to a
chronological plan as in the Eurlish sketeh,  Tn the reading
coursed appended to the different ehaprers T have namal a
few of the most Important anthovities in American literary
history, such as Dayekinek, Tyler, Stedman, and Ricluardson,
My thanks are duc to the anthors anid publishers who have
kindly allowed me the use of copyrighted matter for the
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appendix ; especially to M Park Godwin and Messrs,
D. Appleton & Co. for the passages from Bryant; to
Mesars, A, C. Armstroug & Son for the selections from Poe;
to the Rev, E. E Ilale and Messre. Roberts Brothers for
the extract from The Maw TWithout @ Cowntry ; 1o Walt
Whitman for hia two poems; and to Mre. Clemens and the
Ameriean Publishing Co. for the passage from The JSusnps-
ing Irag. Mesey A Dreks
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INITIAL STUDIE

AMERICAN LETTERS.

CITATTER 1
THR COLONIAL PERIOD.
16071765

Tue writings of our eolanial era have & much greater im-
poertance as Distery than as bteratnve, T wonld Le unfair
Lo judge of the intellectual vigor of the English calonists in
America by the books tlut they wrate; thu:us.{z Eslorn Ten
with empirea in their Teaing ? had more pressing work to do
than the making of books.  The first gettlers, indeed, were
Brought face to face with strange and exciting conditivus—
the sea, the wilderuess, the hulinns, the flora god Tauna of a
niw world—things which seom stinufating to the fmaging-
tion, and ineulents and expericnees which might have Tonr
themsplves casily (o poctry or remanee.  Of all these they
wrote back to England veports which were fuithiul and some-
times vivid, bat which, upon the whele, hardly rise futo the
region of literature.  “New England,” said awtlorie,
“was then in 2 state Incemparably more picturesgue than a
present.”  But to a contemporary that old New Englaod of
tho seventeenth contury doubtless secrued any thing but piet-
IH'E..'?rI']uP} ﬁ].]l.'l.-[ "'.".'ith gi.i r||_, ]l.ﬁ!'lﬂ., '||'||'I:I|'.|:{-|]|'||I‘|' I'E';‘ih I”_!F, IT‘h{"
}.lh!.llt.Ll'F; hath of \'iru;'mi 1 awd Massachosett= were decinnted
by sickness amd starvation, eenstantly threatened by Indian
wars, amd trogbled by guarrels among themselves and fears



