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Preface.

TO MY READERE.

wit down to write the history of my pilgrimage through the

Anetralinn colonies, and the accompanying volume is a faithfal

record of my cheguered carser. There are now few peopls who have
pazsed through sixty-eight vears of colonial history, nod possibly fewer atill
who can recall the experiences of over half a century. I have done so
entirely from my memory, which, [ am vain enough to think, has served
me faithfolly in this matter. Some author—Dr. Johnaon, 1T beliove—has
remarked that the experiencea of any mas, if written truly, would be
interesting. 1 think #o, too; overy man has n story of his own, aud
pomething has happened to him that never happened to anybody elss
This being 8o, and my record true, it may be interesting to peopls one
hundred vears hemos to ses what sort of folks we were at this data, how
we lived, how we employed ourselves, and so on. On perosing the pages
of my work you may compare me to Charles Dickens's * Micawber,” but
I have always locked upon myself sz the reverse of that celebrated
character. [ have never * waited for something to torn up” but heve
gone on turning ap something ; much on the same principle s a plough,
howover, leaving the forrow behind it. And thoa Micawher snd 1, by
different routes, arrived st the same goel, poverty. I will not apologise
for my work ; it is the production of an almest selfl-educated man; bat
L leave it in my readers’ hands for their judgment, 1t is & true record of

a life mpent in * roughing it."

I remain, Dear Readers,
Yours faithfully,

WILLIAM JACKSON BARRY.






