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COMMITTEY ON TEBRITORTRS,
Saturday, Jonwary 12, 1889,

The committee met this day for the porpese of hearing arguments in
favor of aml against the adwmission of the Territory of Utah as a State.

Mr. CaixNE. Mr. Ohairman aud gentlemen of the comnittes, 1 take
great pleasure iv introdocing Mr, F. &, Richarda, of Salt Lake City,
who will make the opening argument in behalf of the admission of the
Territory of Tlalh. Mr, Richards is s native-born citizen of Utal and
thoroughly posted in overything pertaining to that Territory, and is
chairman of the delegation rent from the constitntions] convention. I
beapeak for him your favorable consideration,

ARGUMENT OF F 8. BICHARDS,

Mr. Richards spoke as followa:

Mr. Cheirman and gentlemen of the committes, ax o delegate from
the Copstitntional Conventivn of the Territory of Utah, held in July,
1387, I uppear before yon to-day for the purpose of stating somo of
the reasons why Utah shonld be admilted into the Union. This is tha
filth time that the majority of the people of that Territory have ap-
poeared at the bar of Congress and petitioned for admission ns a4 State,
At firat we were told that onr numbers were insufficient, and that we
were withont the solfauatainiog gnalitlcationa reqoisite tor a rovereign
community, and so we were relegated, by the orgunic act of Ttah, toa
vondition of Territorisl tutclage, nntil we ghould gain the strength and
cxperience to fit ma for the higher aplere of astatehomd. Buat in our
later applications for admission it has been conceded, again and again,
that we have obtained all that was lacking in the beginning. fn the way
of numbers and resources, and yet our prayers have not availed to give
us membership in the great family of Stetes. I shall endeavor, in the
vemarks which I make on thias oceasion, to show that the withholding
of this saered boon is an act of great injuatice to o patient, patriotic, in-
dnstrions, and law-abiding people. '

And at the ontset of my remarks I desire to remind yon of a fow per-
tineut facts which history has recorded, in nndying characters, npon
the annals of the Republic. On the 24th day of July, 1847, when the
Mormon pioneers eniered the Great Halt Lake Valley, all thet part of
our great nation lying weat of the Misaouri Hiver was an uninhabited
wilderness—a barren dagert. These brave men amd courageons women
blazed the way across prairies, over monntaing, and through rugged de-
files, which have since become the highway of nations, from the Atlantie
10 the Pacifiec. They opened up this new country and demonstrated
that human existence could ba maintained in fhe midst of rathless sav.
apges, ferociona animals, and deadly iosects. DBy a system of irrigation
for whick they bad no precedent, they sueeeeded in trapstorming the
scene of barren desolation which mhet their gaze as they emerged from
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the deep cafions of the Wasatch into ap earthly paradise. Through
following their example and partaking of their indomitable courape,
other colonies have been formed and other commonwealths created,
until to day we point with pride to five great Btates and eight popu-
tous Territories that have been carved out of the inhospitable wilderness
of 1847, 8o thatthe Mormong have not only been the pioneers of the
inter-mountasin region, but the pioneers of the great West, that part of
our pation which bids fair to become a controlling factor iu the destiny
of the Republie.

Nor were' these people, who braved the dangera of the wilderness
and the hardships of the desert, wanting in patrictic devotion and alle-
gianee to the conntry which gave them birth. Altheugh driven from
their howes in Missouri and Illineis because of their religions beliefs
amd practives, they conld not guench the thirst for liberty which they
had inherited as a sacred birthright from their patriot far,hers, who
had gaived undying fame and won immortal laurels in the service of
their conptry during the Revolutionary war and the strnggle with
Great Britain in 1312, So strong in them wag this love ol country,
that it promipted, as one of their first aots on reaching the valley—then
Mexican soil—the nnfurling of the gloricns Stara and Stripes ou Eusign
Peak, as they poured forth iheir songs of joy and prayers of gratitude
for the divine guidnoes and presorvadion which had carricd them safely
throngh their perilons journey io the wilderness. At bhis time five
humilred of their brethren werg regularly enlisted in the service of the
Upited States and were taking an active part in the war with Mexico.

t a later dute some of these very wen became the first diacoverers of
gold in Califurnin, und from thom went forth the ¢larion uote which drew
Tss;ream of wealth-seeking humanity across the continent in 1544 and

0.

T trnst that yon will exense me, gentlemen of the commitboe, for detain-
ing you with thie brief historical recital. My porpose v rodoing has been
toshow what kind of men oor futhers wers, sl toassore yoo that the fiveof
Tiberty which burpedintheir =onls bas been transmitted to their children.
I was born in Salt Lake Oity, and 1ital bas always been my home, My
great-gramdfither was a Hevolotionary soldier, my grmu]ﬂlthar gerved in
the war ol 1512, and one of my Eather's brothers lokt his life in the war
with Mexico. Will it be smuid that L have o elatm oo the saered herit-
age of liberty for which these men fought and Hed ? I mention my
own case becausa it is like ihat of thousanda of youug wmen iu Utal,
whose month-picee [ s on this oceasion.  Welove the glorious institu-
tiovs of what we believe to be the only government on earth founded
on divine inspiration, anud it is repagnant to every immpulse of our natures
to Temain in Territorial vassalage whon we know that we are entitled to
the rights of freemnen. 1t is for the purpose of convineing yon, gentie-
men, that we are 0 entitled that I now appear before the commitiee,

The area of Utah ia 84,970 aqnare miles. It consists of » series of
valleys pearly surrounded by rugged mouotain ranges and scantily
watered by streams formed from the melting snows on the ottty summits.
The arable laud ia limited cohiefly to spots capable of irrigation. There
are ranges, howavor, where cattle and sheep roam gnd moltiply, and
the sparsely timbered mountains are treasure-houses of mineral wealth.

The population of Utal is eatimated by the governor, in his official
report, to be about 210,000. That this is not an exaggeration appesra
from the fact that the census ot 1830 gave Utah a popolation of 143,963,
and the increase daring the past eight years hos beeo steady and rapid.
It 18 a stable and self-snataining population, not & community of tran-
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sients. The great body of the people have settled there to stay, and
most of them own the lands they till and the houses they dwell in,
Their thritt, indostey, temperanee, and peacedbls dispogition have be-
come proverbial, and the comparative absence among them of the vices
common throughont Christendom ls almost universally conceded.

Besides producing all the cereals and grasses of ordinary agriculture,
they raise the vegetables of both, the temperate and semi-tropical climes
and froits of remarkable gize and favor, large guantities of which are
annoally exported. The wool crop ia from 7,000,000 to 10,000,000
pounds a year, The value of live-stock is not less than $30,000,000,
The gold, silver, copper, and lead outpot for seventeen years, at their-
mint and sea-board value, aggregetes %lﬁ-l,!)!}?,ﬁSl), and for the year 1888
was $10,993,781. Utah bas wany doarishing indostries, ineluding flonr
wills, woolen mills, paper mills, saw mills, planing mills; boot, shoe,
hat, silk, clothing, brash, broom, snah, and molding factorles; glass,
soap, glue, furvitare, iren, and smelting works; potteries, fonndries,
machine-shops, brick-yards, lime-kitos, ete.  [ts rbim king and mercan-
tile institutions are woted for their stability and iutegrity, and their
erodit in the world of eommerce is unimpenched. All tho ordinary
trades and professions find awple aod remunerative opportunities, and
art, seience, lileratare, wosic, snd the drama are enltivated and encour-
aged., The telegraph, the telephoae, the eloefrie light, aud other mod-
ern improvements are in exteosive mwse. Iminense iron and coal da-
posits bave been opeoed sud only await the coming of eapital to add
their vaat riches to the ever-iinecreasing store of this prolific regiom,
which aboundain all the minerals ezespt ting and has greater and more
varied resonrees than uny of the sorronnding Stetes and Territories.

In addition to rich mines of gold, silver, lead, and copper, there are
mountains of galt, various colored marbles, grasite, limestone, sand-
stone, and other fine building stones, slso asphaltam, ozocerite, petro-
leam, gypsam, salphur, oelrars, antimony, manganese, etg,

The assessed property valoation, oxelusive of mines which aro nntaxed,
is $46,370,073, bot the actosd valuation ie over BU50,(00,000), as attested
by the boands of equalization. The assessment s nof cver s thied of
the actosl vales of the property listed, snd the nniazed mineral wealth
isenormons, TheTerritory kasno publicdebt, except bonds for $150,000,
recently issned, at & per cent, interest, for the estublishment of educa-
tiopal and charitable institntiona, :

There are 1,543 miles of railroad in the Tervitory, as reported in Poor's
Mgannal, » lesding anthority, valoed thereby, with eguipments, ab
$44, 456,737, or nearly the whole amoornt of the assesament on all the
property in the Territory. The real estate is worth nob less than
£110,000,000, large amounnta of money are inveated in Apancial and com-
mercial undertakings, sud the wealth of the Territory is increasing at
an satonishing ratio.

Edueation in Ttah haa been diligently foatered and promoted. The
pablic-school system, s0 muech misrepresentedd, has proven so efficient
that the ratio of illiteracy is lower than in most of the States. The Ter.
ritory is divided into school districts, in each of which three trostees,
who regulate school affairs, are elocted by the qualified voters, A Ter-
ritorial tax equal to the tax for geperal puorposes, namely, 3 mills on
the dollar, is assessed for the payment of school teachers. A local tax
in asuessed by the trustees of one-fourth of 1 per eent. in each school
distriet, and a lecal-option tax, pot to exceed 2 per cent., may be
asseased by the resident tax-payers io each district for any school pur-
poses, A swperintendent of schools is elected tor ench county and
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there is & Territorial commissioner to supervise the whole, who is paid ount
of the Territorial treasury, The district schools are entirely secular and
are open to #1l elasses, No denominational tenets are tanght therein,
and the text-books are those (1 common nsé thronghout the conntry.
There are abont M0 district schools in Tial, with 54,300 pupils enrolled,
and the value of school poroperty is about §320,000, The various relig-
ions geets bave their sehools and academnies, sapported chiefly by eon-
tributions abtained rfom benevolent porsons in the Eastern States, and
the Mormon Uburch has several scholastic establishments entirely dis-
connecied from the public-school system,.  The University of Desaret is
an educationnl institution of a hiph grade, supported from Territorial
appropriations, anid {8 pon-sectarian i charasrer.

Every indication points to the apeeily growth in UtAh of a populous
and magniteent Commonweulth, that will prove a sonree of richness to
the nation and of pdded glory €0 this great Government. Every requi-
gite to the stcucture of o grand and prosperous State is to be fonnd in
this, the oldest of the Territories, which has pleaded {or atatelood from
its beginning, forty wid yeursage Allthat is nesded now for her develop-
ment and full growth iuto the proportions and prosperity promised by
ber immenae 1nd devergified resources is o stable povermment, repuly-
lican in form, which will pive that assuravce of aafoty which capital do-
mands, aud will aettle loréver Lhe agitations which bave deterred its
more extensive investment,  Statchood is the gront essentinl to this
gettlement and that asunrance, and Utah can never expand into the
proper meaanrs of her power awd digebity while bampered with the
swaddling elothes of Torritorial infancy.

The claims of Utah to the rights and privileges of statehood are in-
disputaldls, and have nover been denied, exeept for §%0 Tesons, When
seaking admisaion on former occasions her delegates have received for
answer from gentlemsn of both parties: ¢ Provide in your eonstitation
agalust the practive of polygamy, and thero cau be no possible objec-
tion to your admission.” This dewand has been complied with., At a
conatitutional convention, held in Halt Lake City July 7, 1887, com-
posed of delegates chiosen at mass meetings beld in the several eonn-
ties, to which vitizens of all politival parties were invited, a constitution
was framed which contuined the following provisions:

ArTICLE XV, =

Suc. 12, Bigamy and polygamy Delog considered incompatible with *“a ropublican
form of government,” eaoh of them in hareby forbidden and deolared s misdemesnor.

Any puersou who shall vintate this section shall, on convigtion thereof, be punished
Ty » fine of pot wore thau B1,M00F apd impriscued for o torm not ees than six montha
nor more than three yeam, in the diacretion of the eonrt.  This section shall be eon-
strued as operative withont tha aid of lagislation, and the offenses prohibited by this
s2otion shull not be bareed by soy statute of Hmitation within thres yews sfter the
commigsion of the offense ; nor sball the power of pardon sxtend thereto nntil such
pardon ghall be spprovoed by the President of e United States.

The article providing for amendmenta to the coostitution limita the
general power to amend by the following proviso :

Frovided, That section 19 of Article XV shall not ba gmended, revised, or in any
way chonged, untll any swmsndment, revlsion, or change, as proposed therein, shall,
in addition to the requirements of the wvisiona of this article, be reperted to the
Congresa of the United States and shall be by Con s approved and ratified, and

such approval wod ratificarion be proclaimed by the President of the United States,
and if pot so ratified aod proclaimed, said pection shall remain perpetoal.

This constitution was ratified at the polls at the peneral election,
Anguat 1, 1887. The delegates who framed the constitation, and all
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the voters who ratified it, had previously taken the following oath, aa
provided in the aet of Qongress of March 5, 1887

Yon and each of you do solomuly swenr that yon are a citizen of the Tnited States
and of the Tarrltory of Utah; that {ou will support the Constitution of the Toited
Btates, and will faithfully nha{ the lawn thereof, aud especially will obey the sct of
Coogrean approvad March 22, 1889, vntitled “An ‘a0t to smend section of the Re-
vised Btatutes of the United Scntea in raferenoe to blgamy, and for other purposes,™
and will also obey the act of Congress of March 3, 1887, entitlad *‘An act to amend an
act entitled ‘An act to amend section K62 of the Revieed Statutes of the United
Btates In reference to bigamy, and For other porposes,’” approved Msrch 22, 1832, in
respect of the crimes in said a0t defined and forhidden, and that yon will Dot direstly
or 1ndirectly sid, abst, counsel, or advise any other person to commit any of ’md
erimos defined by aote o{ Congrars b polyramy, blgamy, unlawlfol cohabltation, in-
eest, sdnltery, and forniestion, and that you will ebserve tha laws of the Territory of

Utah. Bo help Fou Goil.

Thesa ‘rutera repregented the rreat hody of the people of Utah. They
woere not polygamists. They bud no intention of becoming polygamists.
The polygamiste, forming lese then 1 per cent of the popalation,
have been disfranchised sinee March 22, 1882, They take no part in
practical politics. It is the monogamic people of the Territory, the vaat
majority, who ask for their pnlltma.l rights and have propoaed to probibit
and punish polygamy if Utah is clothed with the powera of atatehood.
There iz nothing in their religious balief which forbida or would in any
way hinder them from earrying into effect this prohibition. And they
protest a.LgJ:a.mat the injostice of @ denial of their political liberties be-
canse of the past acts of 2 few individoals not of their alags.

A3 evidonee of their good faith and mtentions in this regard, I point
to the act of the Ttah legislatnre of March B, 1888, sopies of which,
with resolutions adopted by the same Dody, are presented to this com-
mitteo. This aot is a stringent marriage law, and supplements tha leg-
islation of Congress with heavy penalties against any person who aol-
emnizss & polygamona or other uonlawiol martiage. The resolutions
indorse the acts of Congresa against polygamy, and recommend their
proper enforcement, If it be said thot the constitotional provision
against polygamy is in fuiuro and may not be execoted, we reply that
this Territorial gtatnte ia proof of gocd faith, for it is now in force,

Presideot Cleveland has informed the Congress and the country, in
hie recent message, that polygamy is praetically a thing of the past in
Utah. Al the evidenees go to establish this as a fact, Thers have
been no convietiona for polygamy for a long time. The Federal judges
and other offlciala admit this to be a fact. The esses that are being
prosecuted and have been heralded to the conntry for two or three
years past are not for nawly contracted polygamons marriages, but for
v unlawiul eohabitation ;" that is, the ussocviation of men with plural
wives whom they married many years ago. Under the pecoliar con-
atruction of the statute by the LUtah courts, asspeiation that would be
perfectly inbocent, if the parties did not ¢laim the marriage relation-
ship, is deemed a violation of the law, although there may be no actual
cohabitation or living together, Thatis to say, it a mao claime & woman
a& bis plnral wife, aod sopports her, any kind of association between
them has been deemed unlawful. 1tisthisapecies of progecutions which
keaps up the appearance of & perpotuation of polygamy in Utah. The
relation between a Mormon and bis wife, or wives, s viewed by the
parties as eternal. Even if the man does notlive with his ploral wife
he is in daty bound to support her and her children, as the bond be-
tweasn them is of a religious character. What can these men do with the
women whom they conscientionsly regard betore Heaven as their wives
for time and eternity ¥ They can not eat them, like the New Zealand



convert to Christianity, Nor are they willing to promise to obey the
law under its present remarkable construction. Yet it is these casea,
in which the parties are chiefly elderly persona, and have in many io-
atances contracted thelr polygamous relations before there was a law
of the land forbidding polygamy, that are being cited by the opponents
of atatehood for Utah as proofa t’hat. polygamy is atill a living isane.

Recently there has heen s mors rationnl and hnmane poliey in the
punizshment of this offense than prevailed formerly iu the coorts of
Ttabh. The nnprecedented eonstruetion of fhe law remains, howaver,
having been established by the supreme court of the Territory. The
surrender of defendants, who voluntarily come into eourt and plead
guilty, is taken as evidence of submission to the law in two of the judi-
cial diatricts, and a comparatively light fine and term of imprisonment
are Imposed for the Girst offensa, This is having a veryralutary effect,
and a rational and ordinary constroction of the law wonld soon regu-
late the prosceutione for polygamous cohabitation to the inconspicuous.
category of aneommon offenses, Yor, as a matter of faot, even this
lesser offense against the law, *cohabitation with more than ono -
woman,” i8 now very rare. 3o that virtually the polygamons status i
all ﬂmt remains, Men who hold that stutns do not live with their plural
wivea for obvicns reasons, snd in meny cases the death of either the
husband or one of the wives is reducing the vumber of persons in that
relation almoat' every weak.

Polygamy, then—that is, the marrying of more wives—can not be:
ghown to have & present Lxlsteme in Utah, nor to be now even as fre-
quent a3 bigamous cazes in other parts of the country, There is posi-
tively no proot whatever of newly contracted polypamouns marriages.
This statement is confirmed by tho testimony of Judge Oarlton and
General MeClernand, of the Utah Oommission, and has recently been
indorsed Ly Judge Judd,

The special report of the Attorney.General to Congress shows that
there have bean only ten convietlons for polypainy sinee the passage of
the Edmunds act of March 22, 1852, and for anlawful cohabitation five
bandred couvictions. When it is remembered that in addition to the
ordinary facilities for eriminal prosecation the Government possesses
the extraordinary powers conferred by acts of Congress, to exclude
from the jury every person shown to have any belief in polygamy or
sympathy with the defondant; to attach witnesses withont a previons
sabpena and eompel their immediate attendance ; to permit the legal
wife to testity ngainst hier hngband ; to compel the attendance and teg-
timony of the alleged ploral wife, the children, and neighbors of the
defendant; to employ a korde of marshals, possesaing all the powers of
peace officers, to detect, obtain evidence againat, and arrest violators of
the anti-polygamy laws, and who are spurred ou toextra diligence by lib-
oral fees amd backed by patrong but noinformed public gentiment which
Jjustifies any extremes ngainat a polygamous subjcet; is it not conciu-
sively evident that these rtatisties are a full showing of the proportions.
of the polygamonus conditions now existing in Utsh ¥ Is it not almost
impossible under these extraordinary provisions and powers that an of-
fender should eseape? And with these fizures, as the result of six
years’ diligent and relentless prosecutions, how can the reckless state-
ments of gur oppouents that are made coneerning the prevalencs of
polygamy in Utah be vonsidered anything less than monsbrons exagger-
ations or willful pervevsions of the trath t

The other objection is, that in Utah the church and the state are
poited or that a fhjararcha ? dominater eivil affatra. No evidenes is




