THE AMERICANISM
OF WASHINGTON



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649402199

The Americanism of Washington by Henry van Dyke

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



HENRY VAN DYKE

THE AMERICANISM
OF WASHINGTON

ﬁTrieste






THE
AMERICANISM

aF

WASHINGTON

By
Henry van [yvhe

New York and Londm

Harper &= Brothers Fublichers
i1gob




MH:?&::EQ

NARD CO 7R
& O
ROY 18 1818

Ligaand

Copyright, 1o09, by Harree & EzoTHRRE
AL wighir vereruedl
Published Septemnber, sged,

-



THE

AMERICANISM
aF

WASHINGTON







The Americanism of
i W&Shi]lgtﬂﬂ

ARD iz the task of the

-man who at this late day.
attempts to say anything new
about Washington. But per-
haps it may be possible to un-
say some of the things which
have been said, and which,
though they were at one time
new, have pever at any time
been strictly true.
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The character of Washington,
emerging splendid from the dust
and tumult of those great con-
flicts in which he played the
leading part, has passed suc-
cessively into three media of
obscuration, fromn each of which
his figure, like the sun shin-
ing through vapors, has re-
ceived some disgnigse of shape
and color. First came the mist
of mythology, in which we
discerned the new St. George,
serene, impeccable, moving
through an orchard of ever-
bloaming cherry - trees, grace-
fully vanquishing dragons with
a touch, and shedding fra-




grance and radiance around him,
Out of that mythological mist
we groped our way, to find our-
selves beneath the rolling clouds
of oratory, above which the
head of the hero was pinnacled
in remote prandewr, like a
sphinx poised upon a volcanic
peak, isolated and mysterious.
That altitudinous figure still
dominates the cloudy Iand-
scapes of the after-dinner ora-
tor; but the frigid, academic
mind has turned away from it,
and looking through the fog of
criticism has descried another
Washington, not realfy an Amer-
ican, not amazh;gljr a hero, but
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