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SERMON XV,

Deleription of the World.

2 PeTER il 1L
Sceing them, that all thefe things fhall
be arffoelved,—what manner of per~
fons ought ye to b in ol boly con-
verfotion and godlinels ? losking and
bafenng unte the coming of God.

HE fubjet vpen which St
Peter is dilcourfing mn this
chapter, 13 the certainty of Chnft's
coming to judge the world ;—and the
words of the text are the moral ap-
plication he draws from the repre.
lentation he gives of it,—in which,
1n aniwer to the cavils of the {coffers
Vor. V. B



z SERMON XV.

in the latter days, concerning the
delay of his coming,—he telis them,
that God is not flack cencerning his
promiles, as fome men count flack-
nefs, bur is long fuffering to us
ward ; —ibat the day of the Lord will
come as a thief i the night, tn which
the beavens fhall pali awey with a
sreat woife, and the elements foall wmell
with fervest beal, 1he earth alfo, and
the wworks that are therein foall be burnt
sp.—Seeing then, fays he, all thele
things fhall be diffolved, whas man-
ner of perfons ought ye to be in all
holy converfation and godlinels ?—
The inference is unavoidable,—atleaft
in theery, however it fails in prac-
tice ;—how widely thele two differ,
1 intend 1o make the fubjedt of cius



SERMON XV. 3
difcourfe 3 and though it is a melan-
choly comparifon, to confider, * what
manner of perlons we really are,” with
¢ what manner of perfons we eghi to
be,’ yet as the knowledge of theone, 15
at leait one ftep towards the improve-
ment in the other,~the parallel will
not be thought o want irs ule,

Give me leave, therefore, in the
lirit place, to recal to your chblerva-
tions, what kind of world it is we
live in, and wha: manner of perfons

we really are.

Secondly, and :n oppolition to this,
T Thall make wle of the apoltle’s ar-
gument, and from a brief reprefent-
ation of the Chrilkian religion, and
the obligations it lays upon us, fhew,

I} 2



