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INTRODUCTION.

# T'o mortal mon grant loads sllotted ba,
But of all packs, no pack liks poverty.”
HERRICK.

Poverty has been one of the most diffienlt social problems of all
ages. How to lessen it hss been the aim of every good man in
every country ; how to f extirpate it,” how to make men equal,
lias been the dream of those who will not recogunize the
mevitable and strive after what is practieable.  And the
last attempt by Mr, George gives us, as the * sole and
sovereign remedy,” & scheme of confiscation, the taking by
the law of property, which sociefy, opinion, law, iz bound
to preserve for its own sake—a cold-blooded, unsernpulous
attempt at wholesale robbery, which all hopest men must
repudiate in sadness and in shame, It is an insult to Eunglish-
men to ask them o do an act that would put them on a level
with bandits and highway vobbers. The sclution of this
problem must be songht in another divection; and if I fail to
prove this to you, study the works of other writers more com-
petent. My opinion is that the only possibility for the diminntion
of poverty is fo start every one mn the race resolved lo improve
liiz comdition, and to make them understand that, to achieve (his
result, they must be more apt and skilful in their respective
avocations than their predecessors or rivals, but, above sll,
to be actuated by a desire to develop their ¢ better self,” the
higher part of their naiure, so that, as they become -wiser and
more intellectual, they will also become better men and women,
more just and trme, more tolerant, more sympathetic, more
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kindly disposed to feel for those less favourably equipped for the
battle of life.

The Italians have a proverb, ** The better is the enemy of the
good." It is onr duty, wlhile there is a better capable of attain-
ment, not to vest satisfied with the good; and having attained
the better, to pross forward towards the best, althongh it may be
for the time unattainable. To lessen poverty, to get 1id of much
of the misery that exists, men musl have a morve practieal
training, be better qualified for earning their daily breed, and
must reeognizo the neeessity for a bigher mtellizence, to get o
living in an advanced and complicated social system like onr own
in 1884, Tt ig of the grealest importance for the national pro-
gress, {hat i6 be impressed upon cach one as a duty fo sirvive
after improvement, to have an ideal before ns which we strive
earnestly to overtake ; and to undorstand that although we may
not overtake it, yet our stroggle to overtake it is in ileelf of
inestimable advantage to omr intellectnal and moral ehavacter.

Poverty ! Are thore eanses for poverty ¥ Ves, to a cerlain
extent, it is the natoral resolt of theip condition, They enler
upon the strugele of lidc heavily weighted with all that keaps man
to the level of the benst. Dorn in and accnstomed to life in
s small room, which serves as the living and sleeping reom
of the family ; the room foul and dirty, their only reercation
ulling or playing in the street ; nneleanly, familine with drink,
and its attendants, viee, quavelling and evime,—it is surprising
that the ** ontcast poor,” the *“lowest" class of our people, are
not worse than they are. The few among them who work
o, hoping to set away from such horrible aun*ouni[fngﬂ., wre
lilke @ rare plant in a bed of weeds, and support the belief that
there existe in all great power of ligher development, if you will
meite the 2ame (o action by giving it a * motive,” Al theories
of social reform are valmeless unless their object is to deorade
the man in his own sight, se thet, from his own intense fecling
of disgust al the wreck he has become, he will willingly grasp
the vope held out to save bim, and work heart and soul with his
enly true friend, the man who is frying to “make him save



