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BY WAY OF INTRODUCTION,

OS5 of us are egotists—and none more so than he whose pretense

makes him a good listener. 5o all of us profess, in a general way, a

knowledge of our own land.  Yet few of us really do know any part of it
well, and it isakin to vanity to put forth the claim,

Now this modest brochure s the recilal of some of those things which
one may see and learn ena brlp from New Orleans to the Pactlic Coast over
the lines of the Southern Pacific Company.  Every traveler will note points
of interest and learn many new facts appealing particularly to bim which have
been overlooked or ignored here. But when vown grow critical, remember
that the author was sot writing merely for “our sel,” nor endeavoring to
supply an encvclopedia,

All this wonld be dreadfully dry reading if put in the form of prosaiz
narrative, so it has-Feen told in dialogoe to break the monotony, aud the
characters introduced bave a purpose related to the facts which are sought
to be brought out!  Nor do the people go o bed at conventional 1luur5, s
m most well-regulated books of travel; for if they did, the continuity of
the narrative wonld be broken, and, like the Persian prince who travels on
the enchanted carpet, you might miss much of interest while they slept.

The description takes voun where the road leads—from the quaint his-
toric city of New Orleans throogh the bavou region of Lowmsiana, where
swmmer lingers and poetry is the hand-maiden of romance, across the sugar
and rice and cotlon country, into the cathedral aisles of the wvast pine
forests,  Then beyond, where Lhe great plaios of Texas reach o Tar-off sky
lines, through quain. towns aud cities, where foreign speceh and maoners
mingle with our Anglo-Saxon civilizaton, By the pillared Canon of the
Ria Grande the way leads, and past the sepulchral cleft which the Pecos has
worn in the bosom of the earth, ©On farther yet are the dim blue mount-
ains and cacti-covered, tradition-fraught plains of New Mexico and Ari-
gona the sand-girdled Gila and the implacable, mysterious Colorado that
steadfastly rolls to its upion with the California Gulf, Then comes the
wonderland of the Pacific Coast—the jeweled, fower-begirt valleys and
snow-clad peaks of California; the glint of azure skies and sapphire seas
of vine-clad hills and rose-embowered homes amid encircling groves of
alive and of orange. Up the great San Joaquin Valley you go, and down
the coast line, with many places of interest on the way to ¢laim atlention,
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There is a tour of San Francisco, with pen pictures of its points of interest;
a suggestion of the beauties to be seen on a run up the valley of the mad
Sacramento ; close skirting Shasta's rogged sides; the passage of the Sis-
kivous, down Rogue River Valley to Portland and the majestic Columbia.
Then, too, the story takes vou eastward beyond the Sierras, by Donner’s
Lake, the wild Truckee River, the mysterious sink of the Humboldt, and to
Ogden and Salt Lake City, lving close by the Dead Sea of America,

The temptation is to be discursive, because there is so much that appeals
to one by reasen of its novelty and charm. Bt if the writer had cultivated
such microscopic fdelity, this book would have been expanded into many
volumes, and you, my readeér, would have put the work aside until the
prospective feisure of old age afforded opportunity to read it.  So, in spite
of its shortoomings, the free-hand sketch is better for our uses, and if it
shall scrve the purpose of inducing you to widen your mental perspective
by seciny those things it sugrests and describes in the wonderland of our
country, it shall have accomplished its purpose. And in that hope it goes
forth with its messape.

Tue Avrnor,
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CHATPTLER L

WHEREIN OUR TOURISTS TAKE A PARTING LOOK AT THE CRESCENT CITY
AND THEN HIE THEM WESTWARTD,

HE Girl insisted on going out on the bow of

the boat.  The Growler said something abont

the fresh spring breeze from the Gulf and possible
twinwes of rheumatism, but the Girl pochooed it
The Colonel struck his vmbrella sharply
on the deck and sard, Y Confound it, sir
vior're ont of the rheumatic latitodes now,
si,” and we all went forward to get a
last glimpse of the great vellow river, the
ship-lined levees and the c1||:'|r|_'i's1';g
city of the crescent.  Spire and
tower and frowning sugarreiineries,
implacable grain elevators and
smoky oil mills, with their flanking
of cotton sheds and blanket-like
expanse of roofs beyvend, great low-
Iying steamers and pengant-bes
decked ships that made oue's
thought tun to far off scas and
conjured up visions of busy spin-
dles in Lowell and Leeds and Man-
chester, where the fleece of southern
fields is woven into snowy fabrics;
white fiver steamers that are the
STATUE OF ORN. JACKSOX 1IN KEW ORLEANE  cupriers of commerce on many #
thousand miles of swift river and placid bayou in the great Valley of the
Mississippi ; brown-canvased luggers manned by brawny Italians who ply
their trade asg oyster-men and fishermen upon the gulf, dusky stevedaores
who, with weird song, lichten their labor and link the tradittons of far-off
times in African jungles to the melody of to-day’s toil as they roll corpulent
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