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PREFATORY,

i

HAVE been frequently requested to collate my varions

ghetehes of travel und adventure which have appeared
from time Lo tine in Harper’s Muagngine, and poblish them in
book form for the information of sportemen. Bat, ag Lhese
cover & poriod of goventeen years, and much of Lhe waterial
has passed out of date, I have thought il better to issne o
work more comprehensive, to seeve us o sort of RHeference
Book tor Anglers and Toarists.

I'his volome presents in & concige form all the informs-
tion necessary to cnahle gentlenien to visit mmeccsafully every
acecesible zalmon and (rous rezion of Amerien; thoush of
conrse it has not atterapted to specify cach neighborhood
loeality.  Obeervation ie confined exclugively to the Salww
[amily, because I vegard them as the ouly Iresh-water figh,
excepling the bluck bass, worthy the name of geme-fish—the
eurneat pursuil whereol lesds where much substantial infor-
mation can be gutherad, with henefit to mind and body.

Sinee the aneient deye of Pliny and Ansoniung, the “trout
m gpeckled prde” has been the undying themye of pastoral
poets and sentimental angless: and s fulsome rhapeody here
wonld only pale before the light of their diviner fires, Ped-
unts in piseatory lore have so often classified the Salmo
family, and deeeribed their chavacteristics and minutest
points of difference, that T seeume the seientific world iz sat-
isfied that nothing remains to be said on that head; hence T
offer no supplemsentary cssay,  Fly-fishing as a fine art has
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been expatinted wpon till it has become a worn-ont leaf in
books, I forbear to delegnte myself instructor in a branch of
study which can be thoroughly mastered only by diligent gnd
intelligent pructive.  As for the ® beanties of nature™ which
environ the baunts of the avgler and o indfallible inspive Lhe
anthor’s pen, are they not painted on the clouds, writlen on
the leaves, sud Nmned in rainbow tints upen the dashing
streams ! It is evident that any elfort of mine in this diree-
tion, however ambitious, hug been anticipated.  Neither will T
attempt to rival the retailers of big fish gtories.  The field ie
already fallow. My provinee iz simply to write an Angler's
Guide without embellishment: to tell where fish nre 0 be
paught, and whon, and how to show the sportzman the
shortest rontes to ploasnre, the beat means of conveyanee, the
Jpxpimee thoveof, and the seevets of tho commissariat,

With a few notable oxcoptiong, our gporting lireratnre ia
composed of techuieal seientific rreatizos on fish and figh-
hooks, which way possibly luterest a elnl: of veteran anglers,
bl which only bore and myalify the generad vender; or elze
the books are meve vecitals of pexsonal exploits, mpplemented
by sentimental apostrophes w nature, and roonded off with
Ligh-Oown periods. What doea il matter fo the neophyle,
or whit does the eazual reader care, whether an artificial y
is whipped with the veal yellow mohair, or with the rayed
feathers of the mallard dyved yellow?  What do they know
of the mechanian of rods and reels? How can we stir
enthsisam in hearth-rug knights, orinatil inte their compo-
gition a love for field sports by confizing their minds with ich-
thyological abstractions?  Why daze the novice by turning
all ot oneo npon i onacenstomed eyes the full effulgenee
of the Sportaman’s Paradize? A serviee more meritorious
and Jong needed, would be to fornish gome plain, wholesome
fare of wise instruetion, comprehenzgble to common minds:
some healthy and vigorons photographs of real life, which
will assert their trnthiulnesz by instantly reviving kindred
experiencos of days gone by with a judicions touch of light
and shade in the coloring that shall make the profession and



