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And the spirit of Egypt shall fudl in the midst thereof ; and T will destroy
the counsel thereof ; and they shall seek to the jdols, and o the charmers,
and to them that kave familiar spirits, and to the wiznrds,

‘And the waters shall fail from the sea, and the river shall be wasted and
dried up.

And they shall tum the rivers far away ; amnd the brooks of defence shall
be emptied and dried up : the reeds and fags shall wither,

The paper reeds by the brooks, by the mouth of the brocks, and every
thing sowa by the brooks, shall wither, be driven away, and be no more.

The fishers also shall mourn, and all they that cast angle into the hrooks
shall lament, gnd they that spread nete upon the walers shall languish.

Moreover they that work in fine flax, and they that weave networks,
shall be confounded.

And they shall be broken in the purposes thereof, all that make sluices
and ponds for fish.

Surely the Princes of Zean are fools, the counsel of the wise counsellors
of Pharaoh is became brotish ¢ how say ye unto Pharach, I am the son of
the wise, the son of ancient kings ? _

The Princes of Zoan are become fools, (he Princes of Noph are deceived,

Jraiak xix,
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INTRODUCTION.

THE land of Egypt, its people and their history, have
been the subjects of the most earnest enquiry both in
ancient and modern times. The reason is not far to
seek, for apart from its importance to the philologist
and profane historian, the nation claims the attention of
every Bible reader and student, from the fact of its being
contemporary with Abraham, and the nursing land of the
Jewish nation. When the patriarch Abraham found a
famine in Canaan, he sought food and life in the land
of the Pharachs; and after Joseph had become ‘the
ruler of the land,’ Jacob journeyed thither that his
posterity might fill the measure of their four hundred
(or four hundred and thirty) years' captivity., The Jews
entered the land ‘when they were but a few men in
number,” they went out by myriads; they went in as
visitors dependent on the good favour of the Pharaoh,
they went out with triumph. Egypt was a place of
refuge alike for the founder of the race, for the families
of the patriarchs, and for their mighty Descendant,
*The Giver of Life, Who with His mother departed
by night into Egypt. _

The influence of the Egyptians upon the Jews was



