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FRIEDRICH SCHLEGEL'S CONNECTION WITH
REICHARDT AND HIS CONTRIBUTIONS TO
"DEUTSCHLAND."

I

FR, SCHLEGEL'S EARLY LIFE,

One of the most pregnant periods in Friedrich Schlegel's
career was the period of his connection with Reichardt.
Not only was this connection of first importance to Schle-
gel himself and his literary dewvelopment, but it exercised
also indirectly no inconsiderable influence upon the diree-
tion of the Romantic School, and through it upon the course
of German Literature in the nineteenth century. In this
short space of time, scarcely more than a year and a half,
there came to light in Schlegel’s writings two striking ten-
dencies, on the one side the propensity for cuttmg hiterary
polemic which embroifed him with Schilier, on the other
the method of “characterisiic” which combined with his
keen analytical faculty formed the basis of the Schlegel
system of literary criticism.

Friedrich Schlegel® was born in Hanover, March roth,
1772, the son of Juhann Adolf Schlegel. As a child he
was full of whims and caprices, an enigma to his parents
and a source of great care. The home atmosphere was
strictly religious,—his father was pastor of the Neustidter
Hof- und Stadtkirche. The regularity and system which we
chserve in August Wilkelm Schlegel’s work were charac-

* For Fr. Schlegel's biography, see Walzel, Deotsche National-Litter-
atur, vol. 143, Introduoction: Muncker, Allgemeine Deutsche Biographie,
vol 33 p. 738 f: and Walzel, Fr. Schlegel’s Bricfe an seinen Bruder
{cited hereafter as Waizel).
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