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PREFACE.

——

Dzarr strikes down many too soon, apparently,
for the best interestaof the canse in which they
laboured. To our view it seems o ; but to the
mind of God it is otherwise, He alone takes
full cognizance of the work pertaining to His
kingdom ; He only can see the way in which
each agent will be most truly usefol; and He
has the right to determine how they shall aid in
advancing that kingdom, " whether it be by
lifs, or by death.”

On my homeward voyage from China,
when the veasel touched at Aden, I had the
opportunity of visiting the grave of & recently-
deceased missionary brother. After many years
labour in the south of China, Rudelph Krond
returned to Germany to recruit his wife's health,
Two years wers spent by them in their native
land, then (their children left at home) hus-
band and wife were on their way back to China.
In Egypt disease attacked him ; and when they
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reached the mounth of the Hed Sea, he was
landed at Aden—to die. There his body rests
“in hope " of ajoyful resurrection. Of a fina,
loving, brotherly spirit, and richly qualified to
renew his already snccessful leboura in a field
where many ardently awaited his arrival —in
the very prime of life, he was cut down. Pre-
matarely, says man; but doubtless not for his
inflnence to be lost to the eanse of Christ. He
resta from toil and soffering; hie work, per-
sonally, fully done; but hig example will long
stir many to emulate his labours,

Sad feelings, not unmingled with joy,—
flowed throngh my heart as I stood over that
lonely grave. No “storied urn ™ or * animated
bust " adorned it, yet one touching mark of
very tender affection was left there,—a wreath
of faded leaves and flowers. A loving hand,
tremnlous with sorrow, had dropt that chaplet,
poon to lose &ll bloom and fragrance. Bo
fades and decays overy sign of human love!
Marble or brass cannot long keep the memory
of the good fresh on earth! Nor is it neces-
sary ; their record is on high, and The Day will
declare it.

My task is but to weave such a chaplet for



