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“ Lat us invoke God himeslf, not in mere form of sorde, but by ala-
vating our souls 40 Him by prayer. And the only way truly to pray ia
& approach alons the One who Is Alone. To sontamplats that One, we
must withdraw into the inner sonl, as into & templs, and be etill™

Plotinus, 5th Benead, Lib, L

“This in the Life of the blemsd, . ..to seek, alome, Him who i Aloga™

Ibid,, 6th Bunesd, Lib, ix
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WILLIAMEB AND NORGATE,

14, NEERRIETTA STREENYT, COVENT GARDEN, LONDON )
ANT 30, SOUTE FRXDERICK STREN?, BDINEURGH.
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PREFACE.

Tums book is designed for the use of thoss who desire
to cultivate the feelings which culminate in Prayer,
but who find the rich and beautiful collections of the
Churches of Christendom no longer available, either
becanse of the doctrines whose acceptance they imply,
or of the nature of the requests to which they give

utterance, Adequately to replace in a generation
- such books through which the piety of ages has been

poured, is wholly beyond hope. The ambition to
achieve such an enterprize would but betray ignorance

of the lawa by which these precious drops are distilled
slowly, year after yeer, and century after cemtury,
from the great incemse-tree of humanity. But if as
yet, and for a long time to come, the literature of
Theism must be comparatively poor and unmellowed,
it does mot follow that we ocught mot to commence,
a8 best we may, the task of producing its earlier
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fruits; trusting reverently in the Power w]:i;:h, we
believe, ia guiding the souls of men to & holier and
happier faith than the world has yet known, to give to
us by degrees all the treasures of noble thonght and
sacred inspiration. If our religion be genuine, it must
needs happen that, at its proper stage of growth, it put
forth bud of prayer and flower of praise, not in arti-
ficial imitation of those which have grown on snother
stem, but fresh from its own heart, and “bearing seed
after its kind" With the conviction that such blos-
soming is even now taking place m hundreds of sounls
from east to west of the globe, I have endeavoured to
gather from the friends best known to me such prayers
838 they were willing fo lend ; especially such as they
might have written &t eny time under the influence
of those more vivid feelings which we all desire to
perpetuate, The result of a compilation so formed
is, of course, in every sense, imperfect and fragmen-
tary. Little effort has been made to fill wp obvious
deficiencies; and none at all to modify either in
favour of more conventional phraseclogy, or of the
editor’s parsonal opinions, the expressions which each
writer has spontanecusly chosen. Im mo degree are
the Prayers offered as models of what such composi-
tions ought to be, but only as what are the aspirations
of living souls. Perhaps in the great solitude wherein
moet of us dwell for the larger part of our lives, as
regards all our deeper emotions, it may be more help-
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ful to know that other human henrts are feeling as
we feel, and thinking as we think, rather than to
read far nobler words, which come to us only aa
echoes of the Past That & strong likeness of sen-
timent runs through the various pieces of this volume,
has seemed to me, as I received them one after ano-
ther, to shew in a remarkable way the essential iden-
tity of Theism, whether embraced by old or young,
men or women, Europeans or Asiatice; by minda
trained in the schools of Christianity or of Heathen-
iam, of the Romsn Church or the Anglican, of the
Calvinist or the Unitarian. The bonds of authority
once broken, and the soul sst at liberty to find its
God, it would appear (if the search be one of the
heart and life, a3 well as of the intellect) that the con-
clugions arrived at by the seekers do not very essen-
tially differ, no matter from how remote s point of
the theological compaza they originally started.*
Perhaps it will be asked, “ Why make formal manuals
of Prayer? Do Theists need such aids to Lift up their
hearta; and cannot they dispense with helps which
better become the puerile than the manly stages of
the religious life ¥’ I answer, that I can belisve there

* Perhaps it may be sa well ence for all to state that fifteen parsons
have comtribated to this book. With the emception of two Prayers
taken from the excellent litils Manual of M. Lablois of Strasheorg,
they are all now published for the firet Hime. It is hoped that the
roader will not sndenvenr to identify their respestive authorships.
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may be happy souls who have transcended any such
need, and for whom other men's prayers would be
superflious and intrusive. But I have not yet known
in actual life ome who can always goar into the
upper air of thought, and feel no flagging wing, no
peed to be sustained and strengthened at intervals by
the aid of his brother. It is true that the man who
never addresses his Father in heaven, save in words
dictated to him by his priest, has not yet learned to
pray af all. Baf, on the other hand, the man who
feels no kindling of his heart as he joins in the wor-
ship of his fellows, seemns to me to have either ascended
far above, or fallen below, the average of human sen-
timent. Because we have found a relizion which
satisfies alike our hearts and intellects, we have nof,
therefore, nltered the conditions of our moral consti-
tution, or passed outside the realm of those beneficent
laws of sympathy which knit together the sons of men
in mutual help and mutna]l dependence. It is subject-
ing our faith fo an unnatural strain, a strain which
only the fulness of intellectnal and spiritual assurance
oan enable us to bear, to forego all the ordinary aids
of piety; and 1, for one, cannot but regret that we, of
all men who believe in God, most rarely meet together
to worship Him; that our reserve in such matters
keeps us so far apart, that we lack all brotherly help
and sympathy in the strugglea of life; and, finally,
that we have no books in whose perusal we can wholly




