SELECTED READINGS FOR
THE EIGHT GRADE. WITH
INTRODUCTION AND
NOTES



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649435197

Selected Readings for the Eight Grade. With Introduction and Notes by M. A. L. Lane

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



M. A. L. LANE

SELECTED READINGS FOR
THE EIGHT GRADE. WITH
INTRODUCTION AND
NOTES

ﬁTrieste






SELECTED READINGS

FOR
THE EIGHTH GRADE

WITH INTRODUCTION AND NOTES

BY

M. A. L, LANE

GINN AND COMPANY
BOSTON - NEW VORK - CHICAGO « LONDON
2



TS5
%—EF\-F»—-\-E

Ed e VU155, §30
[T

o, g
[d-". uniqe!"i'lrllgl ]
.af Education Library
"Bl e s
TRANGFERRED TO
WARVARD COLLESE LISRARY
19%2

COFYRIGHT, IQII, BY
GINN AND COMPANY

ALL EIGHTS RESERVED

GEEA

The Achenpom Preds
GINN AND COMPANY - FRO-
P + BOSTON » U5.A,




PREFACE

THis collection of prose and verse * for appreciative read-
ing” in the eighth grade of grammar schools has been made
in accordance with the definite requirements of the New York
Commissioners of Education, as set forth in the Course of Study
and Syllabus for Elementary Schools, published by the Univer-
sity of the State of New York.

In preparing notes for these selections, the editor’s purpose
has been to supply information, not always easily accessible,
which a young reader can hardly be assumed to possess. Words
that may be found in all dictionaries, and geographical refer-
ences which ought to be plain to him, are not included. Much
of the benefit as well as the pleasure in reading is lost if all the
details of an allusion are made clear, and if nothing is left to
the student’s own intelligence. On the other hand, his time
may be unprofitably spent in pursuing some trivial fact or some
bit of vnousual knowledge. Special points of interest, such as
may belong to the history of a word, or of a certain period, have
also been suggested in the notes, but as a rule the annotation
has been strictly limited to what is essential to the proper inter-
pretation of the text.

Various editions have been consulted, and the most trustwor-
thy of these have been followed. The introductory notes have
been made as brief as possible, being designed merely to give
such information as will increase the pupils' appreciation of the
selection. The biographical sketches deal with matters likely to
be of interest to young readers, rather than with the bare record
of events in each author's life. A pronouncing vocabulary of
proper names will, it is hoped, save some time and trouble,






CONTENTS

ciz
INTRODUCTION . i . . . . E i i o owvil
THE Max witHouT A CouNTRY . Edward Everett Halz 1
THE SKELETON IN ARMOR . Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 30
HoraTius . . “ . Thomas Babington Macanlay 35
THE SINGING LEAVES 4 i 8 Sames Russell Lowell 57
Rueecvs . i . 5 . . Sames Russell Lowell 6o
WASHINGTON . 3 a . ¥ Sames Russell Lowell G5

From “ Under the Old Elm ™

IncipeNT OF THE FreEnca Camr . . Robert Brownming 66
UnpeEr THE WiLows [PRELUDE] . Sames Russell Lowell 68
APOSTROFHE TO THE OCEAN . i . Lord Byron 70
To A SKYLARK . N ) " & FPercy Bysshe Shellyy 72
Notes . . . . - N v . . . .7

ProXouNCING VOCABULARY . . . . . . . Bs






INTRODUCTION

EpwarDp Everert Harx, one of the great national figures of
his time, was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in 1822, He was
great as a writer, as an orator, as a preacher, and as a philan-
thropist. After his graduation from Harvard College at the
age of seventeen, he took up journalism and in 1840 was a cor-
respondent at Washington. Needing a wider field for his
activity, he became the minister of a parish in Worcester in 1846.
As long as he lived he was a preacher, but, as was happily said
of him, “he cared more for the Kingdom of God than for any
church, local or universal.”

In 1848 he became known as a writer, and from that time on
his easy, colloguial style and his frequent contributions to many
different periodicals made his work familiar to all classes of
readers. 1t was soon recognized that he was the champion of
the downtrodden and oppressed, yet he was equally beloved by
the prosperous and well-born. He was, in short, as thorough-
going a democrat, in the true sense of the word, as this country
has produced. His quick wit, the stores of information which
his wide reading had opened to him, and especizlly his ready
sympathy with every form of human endeavor, made him the
most interesting of companions. Dr. Hale lived in all sorts of
active ways, but his great aim was to serve the men and women
around him. His four famous mottoes are the watchword of
the Lend a Hand Societies, which try to carry out his ideal: —

Look up and not down ;
Look forward and not back;
Look out and not in;
Lend a hand !
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