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Brographical Fotice,

John Chardier Gerson, a celebrated French thaolo.
gian, sumamed the Most Christian Doctor, wan bom:
on the p4th of December, 1363, at Gemoo, & hamlst
in the diccess in Rheims, near to Rethel. He died at
Lyons, in a Mooastery of Celestine Monks, on the 11th
of July, r43g. He was the cldest of twelve children,
His parents, Amulph Charlier and Elizabath Lachars
deniere, broughe up their Gamily in a refigious mans
ner. Gerson himsel! velis o8 thar thres of his brothers
and four sisters embraced the yoks of Chris In the
conventnal hife, It was beneath the shadow of the
Cloister that peace.loving souis, or those wounded in
the struggle of life,'sought for rest and shelter, away
from the tumul of 2 corrapr and wicked age.

Gerson spent his early youth at home, I credence
I8 to be given 1o d'Arquetil, he began his studies an
Bheim, and there be acquired his classdeal tame,
* especlally for poetry, which ever afier distnguished
him. At fourtesn he was sent w Paris, and in 1377
he was placed oo the foundaton in the College of
Mavarre, Here, according to the fregquent usage of
the time, ho changed his family name for that of tha
hamlet where he was born. Thia renouncing of the
paternal name symbolised death to scli and w0 cae's
own family. By thus locsening the tiea of kindsed,
the chains which fetrered maa w his own sarmow o=
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terents and passions were broken in sunder, and a sort
of impersanality was acospred.

‘The lollowing year wan darkened by the cload of the
great Schiam of the West, which passed over Christens
dom. Urban V1. was elected in Home, April 1378, and
Clement YIL, in Avignona in the Sepiember of the same
year. From this fime there began, for the Christian
world, for Holy Charch, and for the Fapacy, ons of
those fearfil epochs, full of presest misery, and preg-
want with sorrow for the foware. Then was & necdinl
that sore brave and mighty spint shoald come for-
ward, to ondertake the task of restoring pesec to the
conscience, union and purity to the Chorch, and of
rebabilitming the Holy Hes in her former greainess.
Buch was the work to which Gerson consecrated all
the power of his jineellect and the srength of bis will §
though in troth he seemed mose fited for the tranguil-
Iy of the Cloister, and for coprempladiun, thas for the
barassing temuole of an acive poblie ik

While be was earnestly imploring help from God o
heeal the wounds of His Choreh, he raised his voles In
expostulation againat the foolish subtlcics ln which
thinking minds were then losing themaselves.

4 It in meedful,” he sald, ™ io swecp away these cob--
wehs, whose threads, too closely woyen, break one -
another in their interlace....... The aching of wisdom
should be solld, It should shine lorth more by clear-
ness than astonish by Its over-nbeety. A fine thiog it
s indeed, to transcribe Homer's llliad in microscopic
lettera, 80 2% o Gt the whole in & pmshell] Man
shonld strive to make himself usefol, and not be over
seeking to excite admiration,”

- Thus, before reveiving the tidle of Chancellor, which
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gave him mothorlty to reform philosophical sudies,
he endeavoured w0 lead o clearsr and more practical
wisdom those minds which were them drifdng down
thie stream of valn and fotils thought,

In 13g9% Gerson had recelved the doctor’s cap from
the hands of his foemes master, d*Ailly.

Three yvears before, d'Ailly, whe had been succes-
sively promoted to the Bishoprics of Puy (1395}, and
of Cambeay {1396}, had chosen Gerson as s succes-
sox to the office of Chancellor 1o the University, and to
the Church of Motre Dame de Parls.  This choice had
becn scconded by the Duke of Burgundy, whose al.
piongr Gerson wast  With the honoor of Chauoellor
fresl duties Fell to the bat of Gerson, usl the weight of
the rencwed burden afifightad him. Envious tongucs
made his Sir neme their plaything, and wicked men,
whote passlots Getson had comderined, darkened it
by their odivus salomides. dck in body, troobled in
wind, and feasful for the tutass, be thoaght of with-
drawing to Bruges, these to folfil, in greater tranquils
lity, the duties af Capimglar of the Cathedral of R, D=
natas, which office Philip the Hardy had conferred on
himm Fhe benehoe was, however, disptited, and this
ted Getoon to go 1o Bruges to uphold his dginss He
tarried in the old Flemish rown for some time, ofien
preaching to the people. .

Nothing but the carnest entrcaties of his fricnds,
and, in particular, those of his patron, the Duke of
Borgundy, could determine Gerson to bear the heary
respansibility of the Chanecllor's office. From the mo-
ment, however, of it acceptance, he generously made
the sacrifice of his love of solitnde and of peace. From
that time the words of the Imitation scemed to have
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been hin motto: @ Strive manfully.™ The longing for
the end of the stife, mingled wiih so much biter sarrow,
was shown in the words which eseaped from his beart
in & sermon which Gerson preached at Tamsoon, in
presence of Benedict, * Peace, peace, oh that pesce
smay descend; above sl thinge | long and yeam for
peace.”

The Chancellor’s Arsc stroggle was on the Geld of
sclenee, against the schoolmen. In two  latens
written from Bropes to the stodents of the college of
Mavamne, he complains of thelr restlzan and mmoiiooas .
wpirit, of ther foolish disputrs about wifles, snd of
weakening the thoughts of the great doowors by too
great o subtlety im their arguments and reasonlng.
He also gives advice om the chofee of booka * There
are some suthors,” he wrikex, * whom it is only need.
ful 1o salot in pamsing, as & sign thar we are ot
fgnomnt of therm. A few, such aa 8. Bonavenmure, S,
Thomas, end Willlam of Auxerre, should be known to
us as intimare frlends. As 1o pagua writcrs, we must
in no wise give ourselves up to them, bot be contented
to be chelr pansing gosst™

In anvther work the reform which Gerson sought to
migke in the students’ studies, especlally in theclogy, is
marked by o mill greater precision. The criticisma
which he passed on scholastic philcsophy diaplay a
mind at once elevated and frm.

In 3414 was convoked the Coancl of Constance;
It Tasted untll 1418, at which Gregory XIL voluntarily
resigned, The antl.Popes, John XXIl. and Benediet
XIil. were deposed, and a new Pope wan cleded, whe
ook the name of Martin V,, and thus the great Schism.
of the West was bealsd.
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Gerson assisted ar the Council 23 Ambassador of
the French King, Whils he was away on this mis.
mion Paris was the seens of clvil discord, and on the
termination of the Council he was unable to retam
thither. In pilgrim's garb he wandered amid the
incuntains of Bavana, and in the Tyrol, passing from
thenee to Vienns, where Doks Frederick of Agstria
made him welcome, and named him professor of the
University. Heremained here for some months, but in
1419 the muorder of the Duke of Bargandy enabled
him to return to France. He went to Lyons, wherg
the party for the Dauphin predominated. John, Prinr
of a Convent of Celestine Monks, offered him & homs,
which he accepted, This John de Gerson is called his
brother (germanus), bat it i3 unlikely that two brothers
were both mamed John, Germanas means only near
kingman. He waz probably his cousin. ‘The de-
cliniog years of the great Chancellor passed peacefully
in the exeteise of praver and eontemplation, beneath the
skade of the Monastery of the Church of 5. Paul. He
now biesscd the trials through which he had passed,
and which had led him to his peaceful retreat in the
evening of life. He did not, however, withdraw into
eclfish solitude, he siill yearned for the welfare of the
souls of men; he frequently gave insiractions, and he
wan at once edifying by his words and work, He
encograged and advised all thoss who sought his coun-
sel. It was during his sejourn In Lyoos that Gerson
wrote almost all his works on mystie philosophy, his
Commentaries on the Psalma, and his treaiise on the
Examination of Doctrine [t 13 said that he tock
especial delight in licle children; it was, he said,
through them thar the reformation of the Church must
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be begun.  He loved o gather the children of the poor
around him, and to teach them the catechism, It was
a touching sight w ses this venerable man, whoss
words had thrilled the Christian worid, surrounded by
Geet's little ones, explaining the decp mysteries of faith
to them, or teaching them the rodiments of the Latin
tongee, “0 God, my Creator! have pity oa Thy
setvant, John Gerson™ was the simple prayer he
gt their infant lips o say for him.

Gerson's last work was a Commentary om the
Canticleny it wag fnished just before his death, which
eccurred on the 13th of July, 1420, when he was in his
67th year.  His body was buried inthe Chorch of 8.
Faul ©On his tomb were inscribed the words which
mark so well his own ioner fife: “ Somom corda™
For a long time his resting.place was held sacredy the
people of Lyons flocked o pray thers, and it is ssid
that wiracles were aot wantng 1o testfy to his great
haoliness,



