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A GLANCE AT FOUR ESSENTIALS OF EDUCATION.

An enterprising young Review has recently persnaded
nearly a dozen leading American educators and literary men to
write articles, “ frankly personal,” on the theme: “How I was
Educated.” Ag I will not weary you, before the real orations
of the day begin, with a formal address, I shall confine my
remarks chiefly to a partial analysis of their interesting state-
ments. I can do so the more gladly bocanse they apparently
confirm an old opinion that the prineipal elements of & snecess-
ful college education cluster around four essential pointa,

The first nuelens—preliminary, if yoo like—iz made up
of one's original family influences, Like President Dwight,
we may well accept that keen dickum: The firet rule in edn-
cation i to select the right father and mother. Accordingly,
ex-President Kendrick observes: * My eduneation began in the
eradle, and back of it. Though my father died when I was
but three vears old, T can see how largely he determined my
individuality and history.” Mothers are even more influentinl,
Angustine, Chrysostom and the Wesleys, Napoleon, Madame
de Btagl and Marie Antoinette, instantly recall Monica, Are-
thnsa, SBusannah Wesley, “Madame Mere™ Letitia, Mad-
ame Necker and Maria Theresa. But | need not urge the
notion of this “ original * bias in a Presbyterian institution,
where every stndent is known to betray distinet traces of Adam
and Eve. We all know that the laws of heredity will assert
themselves.

The chief modifieations of these laws too, are worked out in
home training. Dr. Edward Everett Hale gratefully says: I
bad the great, goud fortune to be bern in the middle of a large
family, And all well meaning parents wounld do well conld
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they arrange to give that place to each of the nine or thirteen
children.” Another good hint to parents is also dropped by
thatdistingnished cehhar.e, the late ﬁr{'llhmhnp Hughes: * Give
me the training of a boy until he is ten, and you may then do
what you will wiﬂl him"” TRoman Catholic practice will show
whether this theory has any truth. Heredity and early train-
ing certainly determine vital qualities, One ig henlth; and
without a good physical basis a student iz about ag snceessinl
a8 & lame race-horse. Another is habit, at onee the sen into
which the streams of life empty, and the funntain ont of which
the streams of character and destiny flow, A third is the
right balanee of ambition, which find= its best {;qnipoise in the
cirele of parental and filinl impulses. It is the home that
teaches ns
T sity aelf-governed, in the fery prime
OF youth, obedient st the feet of Iaw.”

To put it in more homely phrase, it is the home that fur-
nishes at least the raw material of education, Unless the
home lays down the right foundations, the nniversity will be
coun ively powerless,

A seeond  wital factor in  edneation iz found in the
stimunlas of healthy stodent associations. 1t is probably tmue,
a8 one has said, that you can get more faets out of u ten-dol-
lar eneyelopaodia than any person ean acquire by fonr vears at
eollege. But the business of changing a ernde boy “into a
well-trained gentlemun iz doubtless more simply and eertainly
done in & good college than anywhere else; ™ and a good col.
lege is one that has good stndents. It is ammta.x:ure world.
President Angell attests the example of hard work and the
inspiration of manly purpose that student-life gave him. A
person’s ideals and saims are largely determined by hLis sur-
roundings. Chicago’s eommereial atinosphere usually produces
business men, Buot Mr. Thomas Weotworth Higginson ac-
counts for his literary career Ly the fact that he was “bora
and eradled ” in the eollege atmosphere of Cambridge, the
home of professionnl authors, But without dwelling on the
gemeral facts, let me mention two special advantages from these
associations. For one, T se¢ a peenliar advantage in the pas-
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times of stndent days. Much scorn is now expreseed for col-
lege athleties. Of course, they may be abused to the neglect
of stndy, or even to the injury of health. Dut there are dan-
gers on the other side. A book-worm, whose heart's juices
are dried ap, is a monstrosity, We continue to be young only
a8 we retain capacity for gniltless enjoyment. President An-
drew D). White, who sat bohind George W. Smalley in Yale's
boat daring the first race with Harvard, says truly that “the
muost idetestable produet of college life iz the sickly oynie,
Students need healthy games, guarded only by common-sense
rales. It is better, even, that an oceasional bone ghounld be
broken, than that gradoates should live ss puny invalids and
die prewatarely of nervous prostration,

Then sgnin T like to see students associated in active, old-
Fashioned literary societies; for these teach them how to apply
the neguirements of the elass-room, how to focuns their ideas
and how to think on their feet. Presidentzs Barnurd and
Eobiuson testify with enthusiaem to the help which they re-
ceived from snch ecollege societies, We all know that many of |
the public and professional men of Emgland were debtors to
“ the Union ” in Oxford. Yale I think, does not now furnish
as large & proportion of popular leaders as in the days when
* Linonia  and the * Brothers in Unity ™ were prosperous.
One of the chief distinetions of Priveeton for nearly 125 years,
has been found in the admirable “ Whig” and “Clio ™ halls,
which gonstitute the strongest single inflnence in the cullege,
I devoutly hope that Lake Forest may have large and flpurish-
ing debating societies.

The third necessity of an eduestional institution is to
have inspiring teachers. Bo far as internal forces go, this is
the prime essential. A college may be great without great
age, great endowments or great buildings, but never without
great teachers. Germany understands this fact, and students
flock to that oniversity which has the best teachers, or perhaps
only one or two of the best. Arnold alone nade the name of
Rugby known over the world., Jowett has rendered Baliol
distingnished among the colleges of Oxford. Horaee Mann,
single-handed, lifted little Antioch into notice. The genins of



