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TRANSLATOR’S PREFACE.

Since the time when the late M. Royer-Collard
dealt in France the first blow at the philosophy
of the Condillar School, the Borbonne has never
lacked spirited and elogquent advocates to maintain
the true principles of motaphyeical science against
the inronds of Sensationalism and Matevialism, AL
Vietor Cousin, M. Damiron, M. Jeuffroy may be
named amongst the most dizstinguizshed ; the hand
of death has recemtly atruck down M. Ad. Garnier
and M. Saiszet ; but their places are already filled,
and the standard of sound teaching is ztill borne
aloft, despite the transient favour which the fol-
lowers of Hegel and of Aupguste Combe enjoy at
the present time,

It 18 impossible to deny that doctrines considered as
finally exploded are ones more reappearing, favoured
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by the extraordinary progress accomplished in the
various branches of Natural Philosophy during the
last half-century, But the very circomstances
amidst which we arve placed have brought for-
ward fresh champions of the truth, and the fol-
lowing pages, on this account, eanuot but prove
interesting to onr Englizh readers.

The author, M. P. Janet, Member of the French
Tnstitute (deadémic dee Seiences Morales ef Poli-
tigues), and Professor of Philosophy at the Paris
Faeulid dez Lettres, is well known on the other
side of the Chanmel by various works on ethieal
and metaphysical seience. His admirable volume
La Famille, published in 1837, brought him at
once inte reputation; and, since that time, he
has mever ceased, by his pen, or in the lecture-
room, protesting against the errors of the modern
matermlist school,

It iz obvious that the gquestions discussed in
the present critique ave of aniversal importanee;
they appeal to serious students everywhere, and
the refutation which M. Janet gives us of IL
Darwin’s theory on the Origin of Species will, no
doubt, be partieularly noticed,

The utmost care has been faken to render this
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translation as accurate as possible, and I have
ventured to add, here aud thers, a few supple-
mental notes, exelusively of a biographieal cha-
racter.

GUETAVE MASRON.

Marsow-on-the-Hill,






AUTHOR’S FPREFACE.

The following volume is the reprint of two articles
which appeared in the Rerue des Denxz Mondes during |
the months of August and December, 1863 ; articles
to which T have made long and important ad-
ditions, Under its present form, I think T may
venture fo give this work as a tolerably complete
critique of Dr. Bichner's Muatler and Foree, a kind
of hand-book of materinlism, which has met with
great suceess 1 Germany, and which, recently
tranelated, scems to have also heen rather popular
amongst us,  Materalism, coming back to us from
Germany, is certainly one of the most singular
phenomena of the times, That great country has
been hitherto the favoured land of mysticism and
of idealizm ; 1ts acquantance with atheism had
taken place only at the supper-parties of Frederick
II, the majority of whose guests were French.
The Germans now send back to ue that coarse
gystem of philosophy which, a eentury ago, we
weore diffusing throughout Europe. They are weary



