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PREFACE.
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[x presenting the concluding velume of this senes
of Compendions Local Histories, the Awthor feels
that some apology is due for the length of time which
the work has been passing throogh the press. But
when he states that it has been pursucd, only as an
instroctive amusement, in the intervals, few and short,
which eonld be snatched from literary labours of another
kind, demanding close and continved application ; amd
when the Iabour of reading and earefully digesting many
hondred volones is considered ; he feels comfident that
those who kindly approved of the previons volumes,
will forgive any inconvenience to which thev may have
been sobject, while they rgjoice with him at the
conclusion of the work ; which has been, to adopt
the words of Antony & Woord, “* A paiofull work, Il
asgure you ; wherein what tovle hath been taken, s no
man thinketh, so no man believeth, but he that hath
made the trial.”"  Baot painful as it at times bas been,
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PREFACE.

its progress bas been cheered by many acts of friendship
and kindly assistance ; and the Author parts from it
with regret, as from a babit endeared by time and con-
slant in{]'l:llgeum. * To name those who bave contributed
their aid and advice wounld be a pleazing duty ; but as it
might appear to emanate from vanity more than grati-
tude, the Author hopes to be excosed for acknowledging,

in general terms, the valvable help that has been so
frankly given.

Should these little volumes afford amusement or con-
vey instruction to a few, the Author's labour has not
been in vain ; and he will have received his reward in
knowing that what has been to him a source of know-
ledge has alse afforded some pleasure to others. He
now respectfully and gratefully bids Yis kind friends and
patrons adieu.
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