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PREFACE

Tuze following work was commenced with little expecta-
tion of its being submitted to the publie, Blspﬁcia]]}' in
its present form. The Cornish Episcopate did not
appear to possess sufficient interest for a separate
publication. It happened, however, whilst the subject
was undergoing investigation, that a proposition waa
advanced, and seriously entertnined, of reviving this
ancient Bishoprick, which induced the Aunthor to believe
that some curiosity would naturally arise to ascertain
what is known of the See, as it existed in remote times.
In the hope of supplying this information, he completed
the wark, and has committed it to the press. He is not,
however, without apprehension that, by detaching the
subject from a more general view of the County History,
during the cotemporaneous period, and by presenting it
only as a mere forso, an imperfect fragment of an age
long since passed away, he has incurred the risk of
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weakening the evidences, and of rendering the argu-
ments arising out of them, less convincing and con-
clusive than they would otherwise have appeared. He
has only to add, that from a desire that the work should
be easily intelligible to the general reader, he has
thought it right to introduce translations as well as
explanatory matter, which, for the purposes of the
professed antiquary, would be deemed unnecessary and
out of place.

LisEearD, Blef July, 1858,




INTRODUCTION,

—_—

Trr existence of a Bishoprick of Cornwall is a fact
of so ancient & date as to he little known, excepting
to the student of antiquity., It belongs exclusively to
the Anglo-Saxon times, We may remember that our
Anglo-8axon progenitors erossed the German Ocesn and
colonized this country in the fifth and sixth centuries
of our era. The circumstances attending this event,
although of the greatest interest to us ms Englishmen,
are very imperfectly known ; and the little information
we possess respecting them, is derived only through
the untrustworthy chanmels of tradition. If we may
believe the accounts transmitted to us, the colonists
arrived in this island, in separate bodies, and at different
periods of time, each band of adventurers having its
own leader or chieftain, to whom, when they had settled
down upon their newly acquired territories, they gave
the title of “ cyning,” or king. It was thus that several
independent principalities, or petty kingdoms, became
established in the southern half of the island of
Britain, and the destinies of the English nation may
be said to have commenced.
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The colonists who obtained the possession of the
south-western districts of Britain, first located them-
selves on the part of the country which now nearly
corresponds with the county of Bouthempton. They
were designated by the name of “The Gewissi,”? and
afterwards by that of *“The West Saxons.” Their
colony was confined on the east and north by other
settlements of their countrymen; but on the west
there intervened no obstacle to a further extension of
their territory but the despised and pusillanimous
Briton. On this side, by slow but sure steps, and
not without many conflicts with the natives, the West
Saxona continually advanced their settlements, wuntil
they finally exténded their dominion to the farthest
extremily of the Cornish peninsula. It was also the
good fortnne or the merit of this state, to acquire an
ascendency over all the others, and, by fosing them
together, to establish a single sovereignty over the whole
of England.

At the time of their first arrival in the island, these
German immigrants were rude and unpolished barba-
rinns, ignorant alike of the arts of civilised life and of the
truths of the Christian religion. In all these respects
the inhabitants of Britain, whom they invaded and
despoiled of their lands, enjoyed s striking superiority :
an advantage which they had acquired from the teach-

! (e " is gonerally redundant in the Anglo-Baxen; * wisti” or “visi” is

identieal with * west.” Thue the Ostrogethi and Visigothi are the Eastern and
Weetern Goths.




