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INSTRUCTIONS

BELATIVE 170 THE

Duties of Officers and Voters

AS REQUIRED BY

“An Act to Regulate Elections”
’ | Revigion of 184)
Approved April gth, 1¥58

AND THE SUPPLEMENTS THERETO

AND OTHER ACTS CONCERNING ELRCTIONS

COMPILED AMD PRINTED
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE EECRETARY OF STATE

The referencem in the body of this pamphiat are to sections
of the printed compilation of the Law, issued by
the Department of Btate in 1000, the text of
which is in all cases to he consulted .

TRENTON, K. J.
MacCrrrine & (Quioigy, STATR Peinvias

1909,
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STATE OF NEW JERSEY,
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL,
Trenton, N. J., July r7th, 1906,
Hon. Bamuel D. Dickinson,
Secretary of State,
Trenton, N. J. )

Sir—My attention has been called to the confusion that
seems to exist by reason of the provisicns of Chapter a35 of
the Laws of 1906 in reference to holding of primary elec-
tions. This act pravides: “The first registry day in cities
having s population exceeding thirty thousand shall be held
on the fourth Tuesday of September in each year.” It fur-
ther provides that the time for holding the primary elec-
tions shall be the first registry date. “And in all election
districts outside of cities having a population exceeding
thirty thousand the said Boards of Registration and Elec-
tion shall sit for the purpose of this act as primary election
boards on the second or fourth Tuesdays of September.”

Section 6 of Chapter 258 of the Laws of 1905 requires the
Boards of Registry and Election, in all election districts in
the State outside of cities having a population exceeding
thirty thousand, to meet annually on the second Tuesday
in September in each year for registration purposes, and on
the second Tuesday of September said board shall meet for
holding the primary election in their respective election dis-
tricts.

While the situation is not plain, I have, after reflection,
reached the conclusion that in an election district cutside
of cities having.a population exceeding thirty thousand,
the boards must stj}l mesf, ¥&r7the purpose of registering
voters, on the sgeond, Tugsday, of Beptember, as provided
in section 6 oF Chaptsr. 258 bf thé, Laws of 1903, notwith-
standing Chapter 235 of the Laws of 1g06.

Very truly yours,
ROBERT H. McCARTER,
Attorney-General.



Chronological Index

of I:Iutlerl_ Relating to'tha Elﬂr_:tlnn on Movember 2d, 1909,

Month of June, 1909—

The chairman of the state committee of each of the two largest
political parties may nominate two citizens in each county as members
of the county hoard of elections for such county. SecHen 13,

Month of July, 1808—

Two members of the county board of elections shall be commissioned
during this month for each county by the Gcm:rnor The board con-
sists of four persons, Seclion I3

July 1st, "1909—

It shall be the duty of the chairman of the county committes of each
political party to notify the municipal clerk on or before the first day
of .July of each year of the number of delegates for which the mem-
bers of the political party represented by the sald chairman shall be
entitled to vate in each election district in such municipality. Section
2062,

August 18t to Beptember ist, 1308—

Between these dates,.in every year wherein electors of President
and Vice President, members of the House ol Representatives, a Gov-
ernior, or Senator for any county, or any, of them, are to be elected, the
Secretary of State shall deliver to the clerk of every county wherein
such election is to be held a notice stating that such officer or officers
are to be elected at the ensving election; the clerk of such county shail,
within fifteen days after the receipt of the notice, deliver a certified
copy of such notice to each township and municipal clerk in his county.
Section 5. Between the same dates in every county wherein a sheriff,
coroner, clerk, register of deeds or surrogate is to be elected, the
county clerk shall deliver a notice to each township and municipal
clerk in his county that such officer or officers will be elected. Section
8. '

Auguat 1et, 1900—

On or before this date the Secretary of State shall provide proper
and sufficient canvassing-books, poll-books, register-books, copies of the
election laws then in force, a pamphlet of ingtructions for election
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officers and voters, blanks for the official oaths and for election returns
for the proper carrying into effect of the prowisions of this act, and
furnish a sufficient supply of the same to the clerks of the different
counties of this State, for use in puch counties, at least thirty days
before the same shail be required for wse; and the said county clerks
shall cause the same to be delivered to the different boards of registry
and election in their respective counties at- such timgs and in such
quantity as will enable the provisions of this act to be fully carried
out. Section 6I.

_The term of office of all members of the county board of elections,
ecommissioned in July 1009, will begin Angust 1st, 1009, The term of
office of two expires August 1st, 1910, and two August 1st, IgIL
SecHon 13 b

Auguat 1st to 10th, 1909-—

At 10 oclock 4. M., on the first Tuesday of Acgust (August ad,
1900), or on such other day as they may agree on within the first ten
days of August, the county board of elections shall meet at the county
court house or other place and organize, Section 14, Before entering
upon the performance of their duties they shall take and subscribe an
official oath or affirmation and forward it to the county clerk, Section
8.

August 11th to 15th, 1900—

After Augu.st toth, and not later than August 15th, the chairman
of the county committee of sach of the two largest political parties
may nominate members for the board of registry and election for the
several election districts of the county, appointments to be made before
August asth in each year. Sechion rs

August 16th, 1908—

1f the chairman of the county committee of either of the two largest
political parties has neglected to make such nomfuations as above men-
tioned, the county board of elections shall, on this date, notify him of
such fact, that he may make the nominations on or before August 2z,
1900, Sechion 15

Auguﬂ: 25th, 1909—

On ‘or before this date the county board of elections shall appoint
the boards of registry and election for the respective districts of the
county., Sechion I35

August 31st, 1900—

On this date the boards of ﬂ!g!.r.try and election, outside of cities
having a population exceeding 30,000, shall meet for orgenization, and
at such meeting shall elect one of its members as judge, who shall be
chairman of said board, and another of its members as inspector. Sec-
fon T




Beptembler 18, T908— .

The terms of office of the rnembcrs of the district board of registey
and election shafl begin September 15t of each year, and expire om
August 31st of the following year, or when their stccessors are ap-
pointed and qualified. Secfion Ir. They shall take the officid oath
before performing any duty, and forward it o the mun;y clerk, «Sec-
tion 16,

Saptember 6th, 1900—

On or before this date the boards of registry and election, ontside of
cities having over 30,000 inhabitants, should have obtained canvassing-
books, registry-bools, &c., from the county clerk for use on September
sth. On or before this date the eounty board of elections may meet to
fill vacancies in such boards of reglstry and election, At least twenty
days before the primary election, which oceurs on September 28th (that
is, on or before September Bth), the township and municipal clerks
shall have procured soitable rooms in which to make the registry of
voters and to hold the primary and general elections, and immediately
on procuting such rooms, such cle_ric shall netify the respective registry
and poll clerks or beards of registry and election of the location of
such rooms. Inasmuch as section 8 of the election act provides that the
clerks of every township, &, shall procure suitable rooms for the board
of registry and election before the first registration day, it follows that
the said clerk shall have procurtd, sun:'h rogtis on or before Sepbember
fith. Sec:ian: 8, 266. ;

aapumhar Tth, 1908—

On this date the boards of reglstry and election, in districts outside
of cities having 30000 inhabitants, have their first meeting, and shall
then proceed to malke a house-to-house canvass, completing {t on or
before Friday, September 1oth. Section 23, N

September 13th, 1908—
Petitions of nominations for county officers, undér the provisions of
the direct primary act; must he filed on or before this date. SecHon 386

September 14th, 1900—

On this day each board of registry and clection outside of cities
having over 30,000 inkabitants shall hold ita second meeting, between 1
and g o'clack p. M, for transcribing and making up from its canvassing-
books two lists of all persons entitled te vote m {ts election distriet,
who shall personally appear before the board for that pmrpose, or be
shown to its satisfaction, by the affidavit in writing of some voter in the
election district, to be a legrl voter therein, which lists shall contain the
names of the voters in alphabetical order, together with the residences

and street numbere, if any, Section 52, ) .
On or before this date the county board of tlections shafll puhlish

notices of the meetings of the boards of registry and election, and of
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the primary election on September 28th, in such newspapers, not ex-
ceeding six in all, as the sald board shall designate. Secton 20,

September 15th, 1900—

Fach of the clerks of election shall on this date, omtside of cities
having over 30,000 inhabitants, post in hand-bill form, in eome coa-
spicuous place, a-copy of the register made up the day before; as each
clerk is reguired to post a eopy, it follows that two copies must be
posted. Section 24

September 18th, 18086—

On or before this date the poll tlerks in each election district shall
give notice of the time and place of the primary election by five or
more advertisements posted at conspicuous places in the district. Sec-
Hon 268,

On or before this date all petitions endorsing persons as candidates
for public office, or as delegates to political conventions, shall be fled
with the municipal or township clerk. Section 250

On or before this date the clerks of all towns, townships, boroughs,
cities or other municipalities shall certify, under their hands and seals,
and forward to the clerk of the county in which such town, township,
borough or city or other municipality 15 located a statement designat-
ing the town, township, borough or city or other municipal offices
which are to be filled at such election, and the number of persons to
be voted for each office. Section 350 i

On or before this date all petitions for the nominaticn of municipal
officers, under the provisions of the direct primary act, shall be filed
with the municipal clerk, Sechon 388,

September 21st, 1909—

Should any person endorsed in any petition as a candidate to De
voted for at any primary election die, or decline to stand as such can-
didate by a writing filed with the municipal or township clerk, on or
before this date, the vacancy shall be filled by a majority of the persons
who signed the petition in and by which the person so declining was
endorzed, signing and filing with the municipal or township clerk a new
petition, which petition shall be werified by three of the.signers. Sec-
tion 254,

On this date the boards of regiscry and election in cities having a
population exceeding jo000 shall meet for organization, and at such
meeting shall elect one of its members as judge, who shall be chairman
of said board, and ancther of its members as inspector. Seckion I

September 2Tth, 1908—
" On the same day the municipal or township cletk shall have the
election booths erected and ready for the primary electiom and fur-
nithed with black lead pencils. Sechion 206.
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The municipal or township clerk shall, o the morning of this day,
deliver to the clerks of the board of registry and election the ballots
and ballot-boxes for such board, taking receipts therefor. Sechiow 267,

On or before this date boards of repistry and ‘election in eities hav-

+ing over 30,000 inhabitants should have qbtal.uad register-books, 8.,

from the county cleri. i
On this date the county board of elections may meet to fill any
vacancies that may exist in any of the Beards of registry and election.

Beptembear 23“1 1909—

In each city having over 30,000 mha‘mant.s the district bn:-ards of
registry and election are required to be in session on the fourth Tues-
day of September (September 28th), from 1 to 0 ¢’elock 2 M., for the
purpose of registering voters. ‘This ig thelr first meeting for the regis-
try of voters. Section 257

On this date, between 1 and o o'clock P M, the primary elections
shall be held in every election district in the State, Sections 23, 268,
At the close of the election the hoard of registty and election shall
canvass the votes and make statements thereof in accordance with the
provisions of Sechon 270, -

Before opening the polls each member of the bbard of registry and
election shall take an official oath. Section 268. The appointed agents
to act as challengers, before so acting, shall file theiz appointment papers
with the board of registry and election. SecHon 280, Upon opening
the election the election clerks shall deliver to the election Iaoard.s the
ballots and ballot-hoxes, taking receipts therefor. Secos 207,

September 29th, 1908—

Each of the clerks of clection shall on this day, in cities having over
o000 inhabitants, post in hand-bill form. in some conspicuous place,
a copy of the repister made up the day before; ag each clerk is re-
quired to post a copy, it follows that two coples must be posted.  Sec-
tions 21, 257,

October 3d to 2£5th, 1908—

Within these dates the township and munfcipal clerks shall post
notices in at least five of the most public places in each township and
municipality of the time, place and purpose of the election and the
office or offices to be filled therug.t. Section 7.

October 5th, 1908—

On this date the boards of registry and election in cities having over
30,000 inhabitants should hold their gecond meeting from 1 to o o'clock
P, M, for the purpose of revising and correcting their registers, Section
o8 ’



