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Complimentary Bangoet CHver to Carl Ewald Grunsky, by
the Cltizens of San Franclsco on the eve of his Departure
to Assuine the Duties of Isthmilan Cansl Commissioner,
pursuant ta Appolntment by the President of the United
States, Palace Hotel, March 15, 1004,

[Stenograblealiy separted by Stephen Foncr.]

Mr. Papran—Gentlemen, this very large cutpour-
ing of our fellow citizens here tonight must have some
significance. A notice was tent out by a com-
mittee, duly authorized, inviting a number of our citi-
zens to participate in a banguet to be given in homor
of our City HEngineer, who has been called to higher
office, and the responses have been so numerous that
we were obliged to move from one room into another;
and now we are assembled, I am sure, with one ac-
cord and purpose, to do honor in thiz manner to Mr.
Grunsky {applause}-—for no other reason—and this
should be impressed upon the minds of all of us, as
well as upon his mind—than that we believe him
worthy of the honor, (Applapnge.) It seems to be
offered as a spontaneous testimonial, and I don’t be-
lieve that a man, after laboriag faithfully and disin-
terestedly for the welfare of his city and State, could
receive a testimonial more gratifying than this simole
gathering of men bound together by a common pur-
pose to honor one for what he has done and to rejoice
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in his advancement—one who is at once 50 modest and
so worthy. (Applause.)

There is another reason which brings us here, see-
ondary in importance, but none the less sincere, and
that is to express also our thanks to the President
(applause) for having conferred what we may also
call a great honor npon the city of San Francizseo and
the State of California in selecting one of our citizens
to represent the Pacific 3Seaboard on a com-
mission charged with probably what is  the
most important public work undertaken by any
nation at any time. a work whose impor-
tance is not to be measured alone by its cost,
nor by the engineering difficulties which must be over-
come, but by the influence which it will have upen the
trade and the commerce and the destinies and the
fortunes of the nations of the world. It is an office
80 high that it has been taken out of the tealms of
patronage and teserved exclusively for the great and
wise discreation of the President. (Applause.)}

I hawe said that Mr. Grunsky-—and it is always a
matter of embarrassment to speak in the presence of
the recipient of one’s testimonial—is modest, but it
has been said by somebody who is very wise that
“modesty is the chastity of merit;* and there is, I am
sure, pervading this company to-night, apart from
these other considerations, a certain gratification that
3 man, modest though he be, for no other reason than
his merit should have been promoted to this exalted
position. Every man must feel if interested in the
fact that that man who day by day does the work
faithfully and well which is at his hand, though he
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goes on in silence, yet accomplishes much, shall not be
forgotten ; that if he is faithful in small things he shall
thereafter be put over great things, That condition once
established in a country like ours has an enormous
moral effect upon every man who works, no matter
in what field, be he engineer or mechanie, in stiffening
the fibre of industry, in sharpening the tocls of
skill, becanse let it be known, the guerdon will
come to the man who deserves or earns it
without regard to the political and other con-
siderations that work to advance individuals in life.
Qur President has picked out one of our fellow citi-
zens without any influences of that kind working for
his preferment, and [ say it is a matter of gratification
to us all to-night, for which we shouold be thankful to
the President, that he who bears the palm merits it,
(Applanse)

I am here as toastmaster becanse I have been
associated with Mr. Grunsky in some of hs work,
and the committee that met to call you together asked
me to participate in this capacity, and it was indeed
2 matter of great satisfaction to me to conseni, be-
cause when we went into the business of municipal
government here under the new charter not long ago,
Mr. Grunsky, and his good friends, Mr. Manson and
the late Colonel Mendell, all were enthusiastic about
doing something for their city, willing to give their
great professional skill, not for any compensation the
city might offer them, because their private practice
was far more remunecrative, but they were zealous
. citizens in the cause of good government, and we
thought we had much money to spend, and we of the

7



