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Upon a recent re-perwsal of Mr Rudyard Kipling's ©* Song
af the Englsh” I was mot a little strick by the absence
therein of any reference (o the © Fentl Island.”  Happening,
shortly thereafler, to discuss the poet with a Nemfound{ander,
Mr George F. Bearn, we both speculated upon the omission.
I suggested, playfully of course, that he should wrile to
Mr Kipling asking him for an crplanafion. My suggestion

“I really must poini oul te you,” wrofe Mr Bearn, © how
greatly disappointed we Newfoundlanders have been al your
ignoring us in your dirring and cloquent * Song of the English.’
You speak of Montreal, of Auckland, of Victoria, of Halifar ;
and yel seem lo pass purposely by that deserled and ruined
citadel of the first-born of Eugland's colowics, least blessed
and mosi banned by the Imperial Mother.

“ Read our history, sir; read Lord Dufferin's speech al the
Cabot celebrations the other day at Bristol, and sce if we have
not been loyal and long-suffering.  Come amongsf ur and see if
e bo-day are less loyal or less ready to shed our blood for the
land of our fathers, We loo have owr message fo the Imperial
Motker, although the poet of the Empire has sol thought fit fo
transcribe it.

“We have long been accustomed to have our geography
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ignored and owr politics and our resowrees miisunderstood ; but 1
beg of you, sir, lo repair e injustice yon have dowe lo our

loyalty."”
To this letier Mr Kipling responded as follons :—

“ Nurth End House,
¢ Rotlingdean,

% Dear Siry—What ean I say in roply to your letter of the
1344, except fhat if is rather a farge order to compress allusions
to the whole of our Empire info teo hundred lines of alleged
verse.  And when il comes to my sine of omission—well, T
ought to have mcluded Perth, West Australic ; Dunedin of the
Southern Istand, N.Z.; the West Indies, and a few olher
places.

“ Bui indeed T am mot wwmindful of Newfoundland.
Perhaps I may know more abont it thaw you think ; and ecer-
tainly mo man in his sevses ever dowbfed the foyally of the
senior cofony.  We can feave thal, 1 think, to the Yankees,
who seem fo take comfort from mventing enrious fictions of
thal nalure.

" IHowever, when and if there ix another edition of my
verses, & will do my best to put in Newfoundland's voice also,
but the task is ot @ pleasant one.  If I leave ont all reference,
I am taxed with “ infustice,’  [f* I make a pointed reference, as
I did in © Owr Lady vf the Snows,' I am, to put & oaldly,
supposed to be searing away immigrants by mirrepresenting
the climate of the domirion,

“ But we wifl make a bargain. T all pod 0 a0 four-line



YiL

 verse among * The Song of the Cilies,” if you, on yowr pari,
will drop, and influence other people lo drop, allusions o the
Cloyally" of the ®colonies.” [fu the first place, I dislike the
word ‘colomies, amd, if you look through my verses, you will
Sind T very seldom wse &, [t is oul of date and wisleading,
besides being provincial.  In the second place, there is wo need
to talk of ‘loyally' among white men—that is lo say, races
apeaking the English fongue, with a high birth-rate and a low
murder-rale, living quictly wnder laws which are weither
bought mor sold. That ix one of the things we all take for
gronded—because the Empire is Us— o ourselves ; and for the
while man o explain that he is loyal tx abont as uanecessary as
Jor a respectable woman lo volunicer the fuct that she is chaste.
 Like yowrself, I om a colowial in thal [ was born i
Hombay, bul it has mever occurred o me to say that I am
“loyal,' because, like you, I' am a while man, and—one can't

slep oul of one's shin,

“ Fery sincerely yours,

“WRIFDYARD KIPLING"






