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RED DEER LAND,

Tne wild red deer in the West of England
have =0 largely increased in numbers recently
as to occupy a very different and far more
important position In the [auna of the
country than used to be e case. Almost
every one has heard as a kind of tradition
that the red deer which used to roam in the
forests all over England sl remained wild
n a corner of Somerset, The eircumstance
i5 often alluded to n books and eonversa-
tion as an interesting story, not much more
real than the adventures of Leather-stocking
among the Red Indians and deer of the back-
B
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wools. Or, if accepted as o fact, it is looked
at in the same light as the preservation of
white wild cattle 1 eertain parks, wild but
protected by enclosure.  Those, of course,
who have lunted in Bomerset arc well
aceuainted  with  the truth, but te the
majority of people the red deer of Ex-
moor are like the golden eagles shot from
time to time as they pass over southern
woods, and preservad as valuable coriosities,
Although =0 many tounists visit Somerset and
Dievon, wid go tlrough the red deer country,
their objects are gonerally scenery or tront-
fishing, and they arve there at o scason when
the deer are peculiarly shy and seldom seen.
Nor, I seen, could a casoal passer-by under-
stand the full meauing of their appearance.
They are associated with the deer kept in
parks, and considercd to be wild only in o
limited sense.

In reality the red deer are wild in the
fullest sense of the term, as wild and unre-
strained in their movements as the deer of
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the backwoods of America. If found in one
spot to-day, they may be miles distant on
the morrow. They roam over hill and
moor, through valley and plain, wood, mea-
dow, and cultivated field, entering orchards,
gardens, and alloiments from time to time
during the night, exactly as wild animals do
about the settlements of colonists,  They are
never supplied with food even in the severest
winters, but find their * meat " wheve they can,
like the hares.  The hunt iz no paper chase
—uo artificial sport, like that of deer turned
oul [rom a cart—the hunt s o roal chase of
the most arduous character, and for the pur-
pose of kiling the stag or hind, which is
afterwards eaten os venison, The pursuil is
attended with great [atigue and consider-
able danger, that of the liud, which is
followed in winter, especially requiring hardi-
hood and endurance. In distant couuntries
wild animals are hunted in order to diminish
their numbers and the damage they do to the
crops of settlers; and i the same manner



