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PREFACE

I% preparing this school edition of the pve Plaseo
I have been chiefly indebted to the following
works ;—
Lieore's rede fir O Plencius,. Kipke ; nen bearbeitot von
Landgraf,  Leipsic, 1587,
Civeronis Orafio pre Plopséo, veoog, Bl Wunderus, 1820,
Orrasione dn dfifes of O Plongdo, G, 1, Bonino ; Tworin.
Th. Mommszen Rioelacks Stoafuraht,
Twan Miller Hoaadbiel d. closelachen dltertunieiasoiha T,

The text is, with & few exeeptions, that of Land-
graf's edition,
H. W, Avnex.

Epixevnch, 1597,
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INTRODUCTION

§ 1. In July 34 Be, a certain Co. Planciuz, aedile-
clect, was prosecuted by a disappointed competitor, A,
Laterensis, on a charge of illegal combination (de soda-
lieiig) during his canvass. He was defended by his
friend Cicero,

Such is, in briefest outline, the suhject of the ecase
which oecasioned the delivery of the specch before ns,
A recent scholar! hes summed up the merits of the
Plonetana in deseribing it ag “the artistic handling of a
somewhat ordinary theme I[ts woain intercs? lies in the
light it sheds on the methods of procedure at Romnn
eleetions—nethods, that is, both legal and illegal, OF
the persomality of the author we see but little, but that
may be said of most of Cicerc's speeches ; if the M.
cona helps ua in any way towands understanding  the
eharacter of Cleern, it is that of Cieero as n friend in his
relations with DPlanciua.  As repards the historie back-
ground, the abeense of which so many recent writers®

1 D, J, B, Reid,
? e Dettweiler (n Bawmelsber's Handbach der wntervichis bekre,
e 194,



