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PREFACE

purpose of this volume is to reflect the
position occupied by Osteopathy as & system
of therapy. Osteopathy is the name applied to
that school of practice of the healing art which
has developed as the result of the theories and
discoveries of Dr. Andrew Taylor 5till. The
two basic theories, first propounded by Dr. Still,
and forming the tenets upon which theoa’taup-athiﬁ
school rests are: first, the theory of the mechani-
cal lesion as a cause of disease; and, second, the
theory that the normal chemical body is practi-
cally immune,

Osteopathy has so demonstrated its usefulness
to mankind that a spirit of inquiry has been
aroused as to just what Osteopathy is, what it
has done and what may be expected of it. With
& view to preparing a volume which may in a
measure provide the information desired, these
pages have been arranged.

Little originality of text has been attempted,
but, rather, in the review of the osteopathic
literature that has appeared from time to time
in the professional and other publications, an
effort has been made to select such articles as
seem appropriate for this volume. These, in
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FPREFACE

some instances rearranged and condensed to omit
technicalities, have been compiled in a more or
less logical order, giving the history of Osteopathy,
its development as a science, an exposition of its
theories, some of its practical workings and
something concerning its founder, Dr. Andrew
Taylor Still.

Acknowledgment is here made of the courtesy
of the several publishers for the permission granted
to select from their pages such articles and quota-
tions as appear in this book. Where possible,
credit has been given both to author and to
publication.

I am indebted to Drs. J. Deason, C. M. Hulett
and R. Kendrick Smith for eontributing original
chapters; to Drs. Asa Willard, Carl P. McCon-
nell, M. F. Hulett, R. H. Williams and R. E.
Hamilton for revision of chapters; to Drs, Mina
Abbott Robinson, Roberta Wimer-Ford and E.
E. Tucker for revision of articles, and to many
other professional friends for valuable aid and
suggestions relative to the revision.

G. V. WEBSTER
Carnrmscm, N, Y,

February 1, 1917
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