THE ADDRESS OF THE HON. WM.
A. GRAHAM ON THE
MECKLENBURG DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE 20TH
OF MAY, 1775



Published @ 2017 Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd

ISBN 9780649512195

The Address of the Hon. Wm. A. Graham on the Mecklenburg Declaration of Independence of
the 20th of May, 1775 by Wm. A. Graham

Except for use in any review, the reproduction or utilisation of this work in whole or in part in
any form by any electronic, mechanical or other means, now known or hereafter invented,
including xerography, photocopying and recording, or in any information storage or retrieval
system, is forbidden without the permission of the publisher, Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd, PO Box
1576 Collingwood, Victoria 3066 Australia.

All rights reserved.

Edited by Trieste Publishing Pty Ltd.
Cover @ 2017

This book is sold subject to the condition that it shall not, by way of trade or otherwise, be lent,
re-sold, hired out, or otherwise circulated without the publisher's prior consent in any form or
binding or cover other than that in which it is published and without a similar condition
including this condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

www.triestepublishing.com



WM. A. GRAHAM

THE ADDRESS OF THE HON. WM.
A. GRAHAM ON THE
MECKLENBURG DECLARATION
OF INDEPENDENCE OF THE 20TH
OF MAY, 1775

ﬁTrieste






BIROG

THE ADDRESS

v e
HON. WM. A“GRAHAM

Mlecklenbury Decluntion of Judependence

OF THE

20re or Maw, 1775

DELrvERED AT CHARLOTTE, 0¥ THE 4TH Dir or Fea'r, IRTS, my Heguear
or THE CrrizEre oF Mpcxiesevrg Coomrr, WITR AccoMPANTYLING
DocuskTe, INCLCIMAEG THoaE PUOLisiEn By ORDER OF THE
Lesmiitone or Nomys Canorins oo THE Tean 1891,

FrpusEED BT oEDER OF Toe Coptmal Ezecrrrve QoxwifrEZE OF THE
CENTENRIAL AND MONUMEXNTAL ARBOOLATINN.

NEW YORK:

E.J. HALE & 80N, PUBLISHERS,
EURRAT BTEEET,

18T



‘Eabrad scoording o Aok of Cotgres, In ths sear [ETS; ¥y
E. J. HALE & BOX,
In dhe ofics of e Libracian of Coogros, sb W kldsysea

Lamiz, Litrix & Co,
Paosruas, ECROTROTYFERS ART BTYRAUTYFIRE,
18 7o 114 Wogeree 57, ¥, T




s

1y

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE

BY THE COMMITTEE OF THE FEOPLE OF
MECKLENBURG COUNTY, ¥. C.,

OF THN
TWENTIETH OF MAY, 1775,
Viewed in the Hght of Birtory, Amerlonn and Englieh, Congressional and Pro-
vincial, with obeervations on the charactess of the chiel witnesses
who restifled of it, &a knowa e tha writer from pecsonal
acquaintouce, ot thelr repotation among
their contemporarfes,

A MEMORIAL ADDRESH

At s Maes Mooting In Charlotbe, Fab, 4ih, 1815, proparatory to 14s Centennlal
. Celebiration,

BY WM. A, GRAHAM,

I EerEEM it the duty of some one who has had op-
portunities of acquaintance with the Revolutionary
history of the State, and this a fit oceasion, to vindi-
eate the authentieity of the Declaration of Independ-
ence by the delegatos of the people of the County of
Mecklenburg on the 20th of May, 1775, against the
attempts recently made to bribg it into discredit.
With some recollections of the discussion of this

‘topie, running back maore than 'half a eentury, I have
_taken no part in it heretofore. The event occurred

(as I believe it did oceur) in the immediate vicinity
of the residence of the families from which I am de-
scended. Beveral of my near relatives, including my
Father, when it was called in question soon after its
publication in the gazettes of 1818-20, gave their
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testimony as witnesses who had been personally pres-
ent at the transaction, with references to gome of the
circumstances of the occasion, as well as to precedent
and subsequent events, I deemed it proper not to
participate in the controversy as to the credibility of
this testimony while theee witnesses were alive—the
more especially as I thonght the claim on the part of
Mecklenburg well sustained by others. Put those
who championed the canse of the State (for it has
been made a State matter) have all passed away—
Martin, Jo. Beawell Jones, Foote, Hawks, are no
longer among the living. The witnesses to whom I
have allnded, and those others whose evidence was
then taken, their comrades and neighbors, with whom
they had passed through the flery trials of the war
., which ensuned, are all likewise dead. We may now
gpeak of them without flattery, and, I trust, without
vanity, If my connection with some of them shall
induce a suspicion of biss on the one hand, unfavorable
to impartial eousideration, 1 hope it will be conceded
on the other that it gave me opportunities of infor-
mation in respect to their traditions, and to public
opinion in the region of this cecurrence, as far hack
as my memory extends, not accessible to strangers,
and not possessed by many now surviving. 1 had
preferred that the duty of this vindieation should
have heen undertaken by other hands, but on consul-
tation with the Hunters, Brevards, Polke, Alexan-
ders, and others, whose ancestors were either actors
in or witnesses of the event in queetion, though they
felt that injustice had been done by the publications
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referred to, and desired that the truth of history, as
we understood it in the State, should be seserted,
they were unprepared for the discussion. Of twenty
copies of the publication, hy order of the Legislatare
in 1880, of the evidence in relation to the Mecklen-
burg Declaration, divected to be deposited in the
Btate Library, but one remains. Of the loeal news-
papers, the Western Carolindan, established at Salis-
bury in 1820, and the Fadbin and Catowba Jouwr-
nal, and Miners and Farmerd Jouwrnal, published
in Clarlotte at a later period, which may contain ar-
ticles on this theme when its agitation was fresh, and
eye and ear witnesser of the event were alive, the
files are nowhere to be found. The difficulty, there-
fore, of now procuring all the evidence bearing on
this enbject which satiefied the country fifty odd
years ago, riees to an impossibility. Enongh, how-
ever, I appreliend, is within our reach to establigh the
authentic character of the Mecklenburg Declaration,
according to the accepted evidence of historical
trath,

The position we maintain {s very readily stated.
It is, that the resistance to British anthority, which
assumed the form of war in 1775, was not begun, or
waged om the part of the colonies generally, or the
Congress which represented them, with any view to a
severance of the empire, before late in the gpring of
1778. Like the rieings against King John, Charles I.
and Jawes 11, it contemplated only a reformation of
abuses and redress of grievances, as British subjects
under the erown of the monarch, but did not contem-
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plate a change of government or freedom from the
dominion of their King and country beyond the sea:
that North Carolina, and especially the people of
Mecklenburg, formed an exeeption to this general sen-
timent of loyalty. The leading epirits, in that conn-
ty and eleewhere, were ripe for revolution from the
beginning. They were opposed to monarchy, had
little or no attachment to the mother country, were
chafed by recent provoeations in the actual operation
of the government, and were ready to throw it ofl at
any favorable opportunity. Hence their decided and
manly action in proclaiming Independence on the
20th of May, 1775, in advance of all the other colo-
nies, This proud distinction we elaim for them, and,
at the disadvantage of having to meet a challenge of
this claim at the end of nearly a hundred years from
the set, and more than the third of a century after the
last of the attesting witnesses departed this life, trust
to make it good.

It may econduce to the better understanding of our
observations, before proceeding further in the disevs-
sion, to state the condition of the guestion as to the
genunineness of the Mecklenburg Declaration of Inde-
pendence in North Carolina. Theve are some facts
whieh have oceurred within the time of living memory
about which T presume there can be no dispute :

I. No one, I apprehend, doubts that the men of
Mecklenburg, who were old encugh to remember the
events of 1775, and survived till 1819 and 1820 and
1820, believed there had heen a Declaration of Inde-
pendence at Charlotte, on the 20th of May, in the year
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first mentioned, and that they themselves witnessed
its promulgation.

IL. That not only wae thie conviction prevalent
among those who had remnained in that county in the
interim, but was shared by those who had emigrated
to Georgia, Tennessee and elsewhere,

IIT. That the whele people of Mecklenburg, with-
ont distinction trom difference in religions opinion,
political parties or personal dntipathies or rivalries,
were likewise impressed with this conviction, and
from early after the year 1820 onward, united in cel-
ebrating the anniversary of the day of tle Declaration
at Charlotte, with all the demoustrations tending to
commeinorate a great event. Among these celebra-
tions we have reports of three of the most memora-
ble. :

In 1825,* ae we learn from the Raleigh Fegister,
an immenge eoncourse attended, and beside & parade
of the military, an oration was pronouneced by Waelh-
ington Morrison, Eeq., a lawyer of repute, subsequent-
ly a Benator from the county in the State Legislature,
but sinee deceased: and the religious exercizses were
conducted by the Rev. Humphrey Hunter, who also
read the Mecklenborg Declaration, of the announee-
ment of whieh he had been a witness fifty years an-
terior, when past the age of twenty, with cornments
on the cirenmstances which had accompanied it. At
the public festival of the occasion General George
Graham scted as President, and Clerk Isasc Alexan-
der as Vice President, both of whom had given their

#*June Tth, 1036,




